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BOSTON, JAN. 25, 1868. 





The American Stamp Iercury. 


Published on the 25th of every month by F. 
TRIFET. 

Sugscription Rares, 50 Cents PER YEAR, IN 
Apyance. SINGLE copies 5 CENTS. 

To GerrreRs uP oF Ciuzs. To any person send- 
ing us three subscribers, Packet No. 34 of our list 
will be given; five subscribers, No. 21; ten sub- 
scribers, No. 28, or single stamps to amount. 

The postage (12 cents a year) must be paid at 
the office where the paper is received. 

ADVERTISEMENTS, 

10 cents per line for one insertion, or 50 cents for 
six months; in advance. 
| All letters respecting the paper should be ad- 

dressed to F. TRIFET, Publisher of Stamp Mer- 
cury, Box 444, Boston, Mass. 

















APOLOGY. 


An apology is due our subscribers for the delay 
in issuing this number, but they can be assured 
that all future numbers will be issued punctually. 
Also, we would say that next month we will begin 
a list giving the description of some five hundred 
forgeries in our possession ; this alone will be worth 
the price uf the year’s subscription, as any collector 


stamps in his collection, 





NEWLY-ISSUED STAMPS. 


ARGENTINE RgEPUBLIC.— 
We show an engraving of the 
new 10. centavosta stamp of 
this country. This is one of 
the cuts which were not ready 


for our last number. 











Untrep Srares.—The three cent stamp noticed in 
the November number, has been withdrawn froz | 
service, it not answering the purpose for which it 
was made. I 


New Sourn Watgs.—This country issued a stamp 
of a new value. The execution is very poor. It is ; 
printed lilac, upon white paper perforated, and we- | 


termarked with the figure 10 in italics. 1 


GuateMaLa.— We have received from Paris, some i 
“Essays,” said to be the genuine ones for this _ 
country; as we are not certain of it we will await | 
further developements. ; 


Nortu GErMAnNy. 


nnn SUTRA PUGET 


We here give an engraving of 
the type adopted for the con- } 
federation. The colors are not | 
yet known. The values are as © 
follows: Silber Groshen, 1-4, i 





reading it can know if he has any counterfeit | 


SU nar 





1-8, 1-2, 1 (rose) 2, 5, krenzer, | 
je 1, 2, 3, 7, 18. | 


TIN CROscHEN | Only one envelope is to be is- P 


QUIS 
sued which will be of the value of Is. gr. 
Since writing the above we have seen the 1-3 s 
g. orange, 2s. g. blue. 


QvUINAAAnnA nu nan nN; 


g. green, 1-2s. 


| Franxce.—A new stamp similar to the last two is- 
sued, but of the value or 10 centimes, has been put | 
in circulation. The five france stamp is to appear | 
early in the present year. 





| Norway.—The 8 sk. stamp, with value repeated, 
| has appeared, color deep pink. i 


PortucaL.—The 5, 10 and 120 reis of the current ; 
type, are now perforated. 


Sparn.—We here give also the 
cut, of the 5 mil. of Spain, 
which was to goin the columns 


of our last. : 



























———— 





Now Grenapa.—We translate the following from 
Le Timbrophile. Collectors have complained and 
with cause (as far as collecting them is concerned) 
of the high value of the stamps of 5 shillings of 
Maur‘tuis, New South Wales and Queensland and 
of those of 25 piastres of Turkey. To day, as 
in the fable, instead of a frog, a stork comes, and 
it is not now of 6 shillings, or 6p. 25c. (equal to 
| $120 gold.—Ed.) that it is question, but of 5 and 
10 pesos, that is to say 26 p. 25c. and 52 p. and 
50c., (equal to $5.00 and $10.—Fd.) without 
counting the cost of exchange, postage,, commis- 
ision, etc., to which we are put to in procuring 
|these stamps, which costs amount sometimes as 
much as 30, 40, percent. and more. 

| We ask to what use is reserved this series that is 
| we are told, to be completed by a 20 pesos! 

They are both printed in black on colored 
glazed paper; 5 pesos green,— 10 pesos vermilion, 
—This is not all. The want being felt of a new 
emission cf cubiertas, or vignettes serving to seal 
| registered letters, in the manner of sealing wax, this 
/new type has not been made. It is printed in black 
|on white. ‘The flag colored as of yore, in yellow, 
| biue and red, now floats to the left. The inscrip- 
| tions are differently disposed and the characters 
| changed. The ornaments below are replaced by 
| streamers in various directions, On the right angle 
the word Remite, has been added. 

60 centavos white. 









H 2 : 
j Hottanp.—The 5 cent of the new issue, blue on 
white, is out. 


PHILATELIC REVIEW OF 
THE YEAR 1867. 


. The year 1867 has not been dull in increasing 
| Philately in America, as well as elsewhere; and 
: this country may now boast of quite as many de- 
, voted collectors of ‘* little bits of colored paper,” 
| (as the croakers call our favorites,) asof coins. We 
have received during the year and registered the 








names, letters from 1800 collectorsin the United 
| States. When we say that this is not in our esti- 
| mation, one tenth of them, our readers will not 
| think that the ‘‘scienice”’ of stamp collecting is on 
| the decline, at least in this country, 

| During the year a few publications have seen 
| the light; of these Mason’s Coin and Stamp (?) 
| Magazine, the Stamp Collectors Journal, and the 
| Mercury, are the principal in the line of journals. 








THE AMERICAN 











may judge from its editorials. The second, Alas! 
after a short existence of three months died, In 
justice to its publisher, let us say that it was a free 
publication. The last named we are happy to say 
is better than ever, and we hope that it will for 
many a month greet the eyes of its numerous read- 









ers. 

The Collector’s Guide, Postman’s knock, Gazette &e. 
are also, we are sorry to say, among the things that 
were. The Record is still alive and trudging slowly 
on itsfourth year. 

The Stamp Collector's Hand Book, by C: M. Seurz, 
appeared in August, and its authr little thought 
when he published it that he would not live to see 
and enjoy the success of his work. 

This year has also been noted by the publication 
of the first, and oniy one yet, COMPLETE price cata- 
logue on this continent. It is issued by our pub- 
lisher, who expects to have one, greatly enlarged 
and corrected, by the middle of April. 

Among newly issued stamps, we have to notice 
some two hundred varieties, among whole sets for 

Austria, Prussia, Holland, Virgin and Turks 
Islands, Heligoland, Egypt &c.,and stamps for near- 
ly every country of the earth, 

The year has also seen the springing up of many 
dealers and companies (!) of these we would advise 
our readers to take care of, unless it be a few who 
are reliable persons to deal with. 

We think that we have given above an account 
of all the important events; in Philately, that has 
taken place during the last twelve months, therefore, 
all we hsve to do is bid our readers an affectionate 
FAREWELL, until we greet them again under the 
above heading. 


































Received since our Last, 





Le TrmproparLe; Nos. 37 and 38. Paris, 
France; Pierre Mahé. 

Tue Corn AND STAMP COLLECTORS’ MAGA~ 
ztnk. No. 10. Philadelphia, E. Mason, Jr. & Co. 

Tue Stamr Coxiiecrors’ Recorp. No. 83- 
Boston, Mass, S. Allan Taylor. 

GuipE MANUEL. 4th. Edition. Paris, France. 
Pierre Mahé. 

Tue Corn AND STAMP JOURNAL. No. 1. Me- 












riden, Conn. Nntional Stamp Company. 













CoRRESPONDENTS.—We would be obliged if 
you would direct all letters to us toour Post Office 








peee first named is in a flourishing condition, if we 
! 





box (444) as we get them sooner than by carrier. 
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Answers to Correspondents In Franklin City, Keystone State, 
He does reside, or did of late, 
| | P. M. Paris France.—We can only prepay two And if, by chance, he does neglect you, 
{ | cents on papers to France. Come back to me, and I'll protect yon. 
| F. A. D. Montrose Pa.—Your two stamps like | 


! 
i 


. to Mr john wallene, hickory Rige po. he worcks | 
| _ J. W. R. Troy, N. ¥.—Sent books per Adam’s | in Timber hancoek city, at tioga on jon, godens, 
| ‘Express. : plase Brother to Jakee Allene and to James Al- 
lene and brotherlaw to geo willson on the lima) 
rode. let it go to him to day. 


j\the Danish but with 3 CENTS instead of 4 s., are 
{| Danish West Indies stamps. 











| W. 4H. Philadelphia, Pa.—In answer to your 
| question we would say that in future we will deal 
| x coins as well as stamps. 





gs Urwarps of forty-one thousand letters | 

BEGINNER.—1. There is but one Sierra Leone | Were recently sent to Germany from the New Yor ky 
\stamp. 2. You had better get all the common ones | Post Office in a single week. The number sent to. 
first. Great Britain during the same time was less than | 


forty thousand. 
W. H. R—vwrittes allthe way from Indianap- St Oe 


| 
| 
olis to give the following startling piece of news. 


£B- ORGANIZED Postar Rospery.—Public | 
MR. TR FET attention in Kussia has been occupied by the trial | 
Sr; of upwardsof fifty post office officials for stealing | 


containing 25 fac simile confedarate stamps and | ™°?¢Y from letters. It appears that a complete or- 
when they got here they was all conterfits. Mr. | g2nization existed for this purpose in the depart- | 
Triffet you say that all your stamps are genuine | ment, and that it has been carrying on its oppera-| 


now woy did you send thes to me. if you dont ex- tions since 1862. An elaborate code of regulations, | | 


prcnge nem you shal at ahyes es Aaa by which this society was bound, has been discovere | 
W. H. R in which the capital of toe society, the mode of} 


division of the profits, and thesums to be given as | 
Now, our dear LITTLE, for you must be small 


| rewards to those of the members who were most | 
[Judging from the above spelling, we would advi- skilful in their thefts, are minutetly described. 
se you to look in your Wesster’s PRIMARY 


ScHoor Dictionary, if you have one, and on | SR Re ashes page an 
| 


I sent to you last week for paket 4 











page 96 you will find, 
Fac-sim’'i-le, n. exact likeness. PUZZLES, &e.: 


after which give us that “pese of mind” and well- | 





ee g | ANSWERS. 
Pi sits 
POSTAL ITEMS. 3— Because it is red, (read). 
4— Because he blackens the face of Washington. | 


£S>-LetTTeER ADDRESSES. ae 
Bostmaster, plese to sent him strait. CONUNDRUM. 


Ben syl-vany is der staight : | | 5—Why is your nose like a common French or’ 


Olt Venango, dat’s der gounty, | English Stamp. | 
Vere oil bours out mit Hefen’s pounty. | We would like good contributions to this column 


Franklin, shes der gounty seat. *| such as conundrums, enigmas, &c., all relating to 
Der Bost Offise on Liberdy shtreet ; ' stamps. | 


Sharley Taylor, he’s dér man; 
Send dis yust so quick you can. 











Supscripers.—As a further inducement to) 





subscribers to get up clubs, we will give 20 jer| 
cent commission, BESIDES the prize packet, to | 


“Go, little missive, in pursuit 9 
any person sending a club of three or more. 


Of Samuel Haynes, the sweet ‘galoot,’ 
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VERY RARE STAMPS, 


} 
| THE SYDNEY STAMPS. 
i 


BY DR. J. E. GRAY. 


_—— 


in most catalogues the Sydney stamps are regarded 
1s one type, offering three different values of differ- 
ent colours. If they are carefully examined, it 
ill be found that each value present a very dif- 
ent type, each having variations, according to 
the different issues. 

|| These stamps are peculiar. It is a view of the 
i ea coast, with a church in the distance, and a group 
i 

t 













' of figures in the foreground. in a circle surrounded 
»y a band inscribed, Sig. Nov. Camb, Aust. ; and 
on the lower part of the circular disc, under the 
jew. is amotto. ‘his motto has been a difficulty, 
as it is rarely to be seen distinctly on the stamps 











as they appear in our collections. Lacroix, in his 


atalogue, gives it as, Sic fortis curia crevit, which 
certainly isnot. In my catalogue, I read it, Sic 
vtis et rudis erevit, whichis also incorrect. I be- 
ve it is a line of a Latin poet ‘+ Ste fortis etrurta 
erevit.”” 

j. In the red one penny stamps the frames on 
the sides are double, the letters are white, and the 
natto is in two lines, and the spandrils, or angle 
tween the circle and the oblong frame, are granu- 
lated. Of this I have seen three variations. 
| 1, Has the inner frame with large pale reticula- 
| tions, and the outer frame is farmed of narrow 
HH red and oblique bars, 

2, The inner frame of smaller reticulations, and 
he red bars of the outer frame are§nearly hori- 
zontal and wider. Cama, in the inscription begins 
at the right hand angle of the left lower spandril. 

3. Like 3, but Camb. in the inscription begins 
















I have been informed there is a stamp of this 
fype with horizontal lines in the spandril, and 
should like ta see ane, if it accurs in the collection 
of any reader. It shall be faithfully returned if 
lesired, 

Il. ‘The blue twopenny stamps. The frame an 
the side is single and formed of oblique engine- 
-arned spiral lines, The motto is in three lines, 
e letters are white. Of this type I have seen 
‘four varieties, 

1. Thestamp yery badly executed; the spandrils 
i white. 

i 2. Like No. 1, but the spandrils with distant 
{ irregular perpendicular lines. 

'} 3, ‘The stamp much better executed; spandrils 
with clese perpendicular lines, 

‘4, The stamp like No. 3, equally well executed, 
{ but the spandrils are shaded with close straight 
/ 

' 

i 

i 

f 


FREE NO EAI 






Se arE era 


and waved horizontal lines. 
I{I. The olive-green threepenny stamps are like 
blue twopenny ones in many respects, ‘lhe 
ame is single and the motto in three lines, but 
e letters are dark on a pale ground, and the side 
imes axe formed of ecngine-turned transverse aba 
i/iong lines. 


i 
1 tre 
‘r 






‘yother above the middle of the left lower spandril. - 








I have only seen one kind of this stamp, which 
has the spandril shaded with close rather waved 
horizontal lines, but I have reason to believe there 
are others, and shall be glad to receive any that 
may occur to any collector of the stamps, to be ex- 
amined. 

Pp. S.—In a notefrom Major Christie, the post- 
master at Sydney, he says the picture stamp is the 
first stamp that was used in the colony. It was 
an imitation of the great seal of the colony, with 
its motto, Sie fortis etruria crevit. They are no 
longer used.—Stamp Colleetor’s Magazine. 





The American Stamp Mereury. Boston, Mass.: F. 
Trifet. 

The second number of this periodical is before us, 
and bears evidence of carefullness it its “‘ get up.”— 
It contains eight pages, ot which six are occupird with 
readable matter including (in the copy from which we 
Se ae editorial article entitled ‘‘ Thanks ;” a paper 
on “ Newly-Issued Stamps,” in which we observe our 


description of the Argentine series has the honour to} 


be quoted at length; answers to correspondents; along 
narrative entitled ‘* Winter Mail Service across the 
Straits of Northumberland, from Prince Edward Is- 
land to the main land of New Brunswick,” which we 
may he able to transfer to our columns ona future oc- 
casion, and a page of miscellaneous items. We find 
we have further to add a list a of United States rev- 
enue stamps on the seventh page. 

We wish our contemporary every success; and as he 
states that he he has ‘‘ come tothe conclusion to make 
it the stamp paper of America, or perish in the attempt,” 
we do not doubt but that, with such a resolution, he 
will obtain all the prosperity he could wish. The 
American stamp public must surely be able to support 
two magazines so cheaply priced as this and the 
Stamp Collector’s Record. We should like to see in 
both a better class of writing than has hitherto charac- 
terized the American periodidals, and believe that 
with our friends in the States to Study their stamps, 
they would soon find sufficient matter for interesting 
original articles.—The Stamp Collectors Magazine. 


We have nothing to addto the above, except it 
be to advise our readers to follow the Directions at 
the end of it, and to aid us all they can in ‘* making 
up” gur colums every month with interesting arti- 
cles. 





NOTICE. 


Having had lately several valuable letters 
stolen, this is to give nutice that I will not 
be responsible for money sent me unless by 
Rost Office Money Order or in registered 
letters, the cost of which may be deducted 
from the amount sent if over two dollars. 


F. TRIFET. 
Bosron, February Ist, 1868. 
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FOR SALE BY F. TRIFET. 


i 
| LIST OF UNITED STATES 
REVENUE STAMPS, 


Devtce. Facial Value. Selling Price. 
$ 
Bank Check, 2 cents, blue and orange. .01 
Bill of Lading, 10 cents. 01 
Bond, 25 cents. .04 
(2 cents, blueand orange. .02 
; B..4:8 01 
Certificate, ie , ‘ol 
25 « .02 
Charter Party, §; * te 
ie Ge 25 
Contract, 10 cents. 01 
Conveyance, 50 cents. .02 
1 cent. O01 
Express, ; 2 blue and orange. .03 
: uae .02 
Foreign “enue 3 cents. .01 
70“ .03 
(4% 01 
}5 « 01 
110 « .01 
15 «4 .02 
oe 
Inland Exchange, ae ti ig 
40 «6 .02 
60 « .03 
1 dollar, .03 
1 « . 650 eents, 05 
{2 « 60 « 05 
Insurance ; cen 

‘ Zonet 02 

Lease, 50 cents, 

; 1 dollar 
a 5 cents, .05 
Life Insurance, § 50 4 05 

Lottery Ticket, 50 cents. 
Manifest, 3 dollar, 10 
50 cents. -02 
2 dollars. 05 
Mortgage, | os ee 25 
A 1.00 
Original Process, 50 cents. 02 
Playing Cards, ‘cent. 03 
e “© blue .03 
44 cents. 02 
Power of Atter’y fe ss -02 
1 dollar. 93 

ie 1 Holiag, 
2 05 
Probate of Will, 5 “06 
{10 125 
f be 1 ce 01 
‘ 2 " blue and orange. .02 
“ 0 
Proprietary, oe ¥ Pe 


STAY? REEROoOnN = . 


| the country at the lowest possible prices for genui 


eelneusineeia-seaereneteteantitespboenene anes ienenarenss ones epaeeieaeneaseas |. sansa aS 


Surety Bond, 50 cents. . 02 

1 cent. .03 
Telegraph, 3 «6 02|| 
U.S. Int. Rev., 2 cents. 01 
Warehouse Rec’t, 2 25 cents. 04 


Wee cae kinds of Revenues not PRICES 
in this list. 


Local Stamps 


FOR SALE aT 
EHUSSHY’s 


50 WILLIAM STREET 
NEW YORK. 


Send for his Catelogue, with stamp. 


O 
T DEALERS IN . 
FOREIGN AND AMERICAN 
POSTAGE STAMPS; 
P. O. Box1356 Middletown, Conn. 
An 18 page Catalogue sent free of postage on 
receipt of ten cents. 


J W. SCOTT & CO. 34 Liberty street New 
* York city. The oldest established dealers in 
the United States. We have the largest variety in 


Leh Ree Be oe 





ine stamps. Price list on application. 


TAMPS! STAMPS!! STAMPS!!! A ‘rare 
chance for collectors. Stamps sent on approval 
at very low prices. Address 
A. B. CLAPP 
Brattleboro, 
Box 439. Vt. 











IVEN AWaAYX. 

Tue Stamp Buyer. A Journal devoted to 

the interest of stamp collectors. SENT FREE 
monthly to any address Sendjfor it, address 
THE AMERICAN. STAMP CO. 
Middletown, 


Lock Box 81. Conn 





pice CATALOGUE of all the stamps issuec 
from 1840 to 1867; it gives the date of issuc 
color shape, and value of about 2000 varieties 
This is the only work of the kind published in 
America. Sent to any address, post free, many 


of lo cents. 
F. TRIFET,. 
20 State Street, Room 9- 








28 pe Syn —— Sal 


AMBERICAIN 





COINS 


FCR SALE BY 


F. TRIFET, 


20 State Street, Boston. 





U. S. CENTS. 








Date. | Une. [ Goop. Poor. 
| 1847. .10 
1848. 5) 
1849, leas 
1 450. 9) | 
1851. .O 
1852. | Pe) 
1853. 10 
1854. ft) 
1855. .O 
1856, P) 
1867. 50 25 








Unc. ~ Goop. Poon. 
10 
.10 
$5.00 $3.50 
325 
.20 

i265 

25 

{ 

12 

15 

-10 
10 
5 

1d | 

-10 

10 

10 
5 
6 
5 
6 
6 
>t) 
5 

15 

.50 10 
5 
e 10 

1d 
10 

15 














W ANTED! to buy all kinds of Coins. 





ANTED all kinds of Stamps, especially the 

old issues of Nova Scotia, New Brunswici, 

Newfoundland, &c. Also, South American Stamps, 

for which the best price, either in cash or stam, s 
will be given. 





F. TRIFET, 
20 State Street, Room 9. 





W ANTED—.The following stamps in any quan 
tity for which the highest price, either in cath 
or stamps, will be given. 
CANADA; 4d., 6d. sterling, 10d., 12d. and enve- 
lopes. 
New Brunswick; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2and 17 cents. 
NEWFOUNDLAND: 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and 
12, 13, and 24 cents. 
Nova Scomra. 1, 3, 6. 12 pence, and 8} censs. 
Also all SourH AMERICAN and COLONIAL 
stamps. Address F. TRIFET, 
20 State St. Boston Mass 





LAGS OF ALL NATIONS; beautifnlly 
colored; suitable for Hitu’s Album, 28 cts. 
Arms of all Nations, 25 cents. 
F. TRIFET, 
20 State Street, Room 9g, 


HEAP CHEAPER! CHEAPEST'!! Com- 
plete sets of (116) HamBurG BoTeN stamps 

at the extremely low price of 75 cents per set. 
F. TRIFET 
20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


Forwarding Agency. 


F. Trrret is happy to announce to his friends 
and the public, that he has made arrangements to 
purchase and forward anything that his patrons 
may need, whether a pin or barrel of flour, and for- 
ward it on receipt of the regular retail price. 

He has particular facilities for purchasing Books, 
Pamphlets, Magazines, Stationery, Holiday Pres- 
ents, &c. 

Money must accompany orders, which will be 
sent by the cheapest and safest means. 


Address, F, TRIFET, 
20 State St., Boston, Mass. 


| 
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CHEAP SETS. 





THE 
Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. 
‘ Pes: 2 Varieties $0.14, 
’ j ust “ 
- STAMP COLLECTORS’ Barien. a 38 
Bavaria AOE rie 25 
Belgium 6 “ 18 
e Brazil 4 “ °25 
» | *Cape of Good Hope 4 ‘6 square 1.25) 
*Confederate States 4 “ 20 
| Denmark| 4 “ “12} 
y, Ly ! '*Egypt 1866 2.30 
Giving a description of all the stamps issued | * sy 1837 6 Me oa 
from 1840 to August 1867, compiled by'the) Germany South Ts “1 
) Great Britain 12 “ 30) 
ate C. M. SELTZ. *H mburg Boten 116 “ 75 | 
The above is the only reliable catalogue ar Kong : i 25) 
: een 1 . 20 
of stamps nowin the market, as it is one! Italy 6 “ ial 
year later than the English and two years “Nag y ‘* embossed 8.00 | 
‘ as 
later than any American publication. New Brunswick 5 “ 1 
Will be sent to any address postpaid ane esas , a 15] 
2 25: ales sq ry 
receipt of 25 cents. New Zealand 4 “6 a0 
; Nova Scotia 5 “ 12} 
F. TRIFET, Portugal 6 se 40. 
20 State Street, Room 9 | Prussia ica A 35] 
Russia 4 seg 18 
Saxony 10 es 30 
Spain (all issues) FOr 50) 
States of the Church 4 “ 20, 
Sweden 6 C .20| 
LIST OF ALBUMS | Switzerland 12 “ ,35 | 
J i " “s Envelopes 2 “ .18 | 
*United States 1851 8 “ 1.50. 
THE NONPAREIL STAMP ALBUM, ruledto/* "ON. ¥-P.0: 5 a0 
ss a ae f | Victoria 6 6“ (30 | 
contain 1100 stamps, with the description of cur-| swells, Fargo & Co. 11“ 2.00 
}| rent issues in English, French, and German. The} Western Australia 4 “ 25 


|| neatest and cheapest stamp Albnm published,— 
| Price, 12 mo., cloth, 75'cents, by mail, 85 cents. 





LALLIER’S ALBUM, the French, sevente edi- 
tion, containing a full description of all American | 
and Foreign Stamps, with compartments arranged | 
for the reception of each. This is the moste om- 
plete Album published. Imperial oblong, 8vo., 
cloth, clasp, $6.00, post free, $6.00. 

HILL’S BOSTON-’ALBUM, contains places for 
three thousand Stamps, including U.S. Revenues; 
is divided into countries, each country having suffi- 
cient squares for all past, present, and future issues 
wih places or the coat of of arms and flags of eac, 


country. 
It is printed in Carmine ink, on extra fine paper, 


and is the best album published in America, 4to, 
cloth, gilt sides, $3.00, post free $3.25. 





F. TRIFET, 
20 State St.,Boston, Mass 





Wurtemburg 8 “ 25 


F. TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 9. 
Boston, Mass. 





PME FO aT fis ba BBs 
Thisisa new, original, and 
very usefull little Stamp just 
now becoming popular, and 
having alargesale. A speci- 
men is here given. 

Its object is to show the reei 
pient of a letter just the hour 
and day the letter was mailed, 
that in ease of its non-receipt! 
at the proper time, the blame! 

can be placed on the party. It very frequently be- | 
comes not only an object of great interest but of} 
importance to know just when a letter was mailed. | 
It serves as a monitor to the Postman, to the Post 
Office Clerk, and to the recipient. The party send} 
ing a letter marks a pointer at the hourit leaves 
his hands, and also fills out the blank below with | 
the month and day. Itis for sale at 20 cents per| 
hundred at F. TRIFET’S. 
20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


ore 














THE AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 











ONE TRIAL IS SOLICITED. 



























| POSTAGE. 
LOCAL, 
PROOF, 





Room, 9, 


ALBUMS. 
For a list of all the best Albums see page 27. 


ARMS OF ALL NATIONS. 
Beautifully colored and gilt, suitable for Hill’s 
Albums. Post-paid, 25 cents. 


CONFEDERATE FAC SIMILES. 
About forty well executed fac similes of the 
stamps of the Southern Confederacy, one cent each, 
or the set Post-paid, 35 cents. 


CONTINENTALS. 
Well mixed European stamps at 30, 40, 50, and 
90 cents per hundred or $2.50, $3.50, $4.50, and 
$5.00 per thousand. 


FLAGS OF ALL NATIONS. 
Companion sheet to the arms of all nations.— 





20 page Catalogue forwarded on receipt of 10 cents. 
GENUINE. 


All letters to contain stamp for reply, and addressed 


EF. TRIEFET, 








F. TRIFET, : 


NO. 20 STATE STREET, BOSTON, MASS, 


Wholesale and Retail Dealer in 


FOREIGN AND AMERICAN | 


REVENUE, 
TRIAL, 
&c., &e. 


STAMPS. 


USED AND UNUSED, PRESENT AND OBSOLETE. 





- I defy comparison with any Dealers’ prices, Warranting their Stamps, 


All Stamps WARRANTED 


20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 





F. TRIFET’S ANNOUNCEMENT. 


HAMBURG LOCALS, 

The set of 116 all different. 75 cents 

PACKETS. 

Send for list of packets; I would particularly 
recommend packets No. 3, 7, 13, 21, 25, 28, 30, 31, 
32, 34,38, and 43, My list of packet is not 
equaled by any dealer on this continent. 


SETS. 
For list of sets see page 27. Only a few of the 
Natals, embossed issue at $8.00 per set of seven. 


UNITED STATES LOCALS. 





ma nny 


i 
i. 


20 varieties, 25 cents, 30 varieties, 50 cents, 50 va |} 


rieties, $1.00, 75 varieties, $2.00,—WaRRANTED | 
‘GENUINE. 


Address, 
. F, TRIFET, 
20 State St., Boston, Mass. 
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THE 


AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 


Published on the Ist of every month. 
_F. TRIFET, Proprietor, 








20 STATE STREET, - BOSTON. 
TERMS: 

One Copy to One Address, one year, $ -50 
Three Copies, * OF s 66 1.25 
| Five 6 66 26 6é 6é 2.00 
| Hight 6é 66 6é “é 6 3.00 


| PayaBLe in ADVANCE. 
The postage, 12 cents a year, must be paid at the 
| office where the paper is received. 





| ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Per Linz, OnE Time, . . : $ .10 
Wr 66> Sx Larest : A .00 
tc -\6¢) TWELVE Times. : : 75 





' 


Adéress all communications as follows: 
AmeERIcAN Stamp MeERcury, 
Box 444, Boston, Mass. 





NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


We commence our list this month with a stamp | 


|for a new country. 
showing it to us. 


We are obliged to a reader for 
It is for 


Paracuay.—At last this country has a stamp, a 


| bona fide(:) one. Itis as follows: Repusuica at top; 
| Dex Paracuay at bottom ; in the centre a steam- | 


ship to right ; cinco on the left, and cents on the 
|Tight, with the figure 5 in shields at the four cor- 
/ners. 
termarked. Thespecimen we saw was postmarked 
| Assumption,” Jan. 3, 1868. It was no doubt is« 
sued January 1. Theengraving is very fine though 


|not coming up to the Bank Note Co’s, work. We 


Color redish-rose, on very thin paper unwa- | 








do not know whether there are any other values | 

or not. | 
Francze.—The 80 centimes of the laureated-head 

type is out. The series now consists of 
10 centimes, brown; 30 centimes, brown; } 
20 es blue; 80 rose; 





66 


besides the 2 maroon and 4 grey. 


Paar 


Nrew Wates.— We 
append an illustration of the 


SovrtH 


described in our! 
The en-| 


graver has done honor to it, as’ 


new stamp, 


last, for this country. 


it is better than the original. 








Sr. HELEN, —It is believed that this colony is, 
going to have an addition to their stamps in the fol- 
lowing new values. 

Twopence, yellow, 
Threepence, purple, 
Five shillings, 

The design is the same as the others, the plate of 4 
the sixpence being used for all and the value altered | 
in black ink. | 


Mexico.—The provisional series has been aug- 
mented by the addition of a 1-2 real green and 1 
real blue, both on blue paper. 

Soutru AusrraLia.—The Tenpenny stamp is now 
printed in yellow instead of orang¢-red as former- | 


orange, | 


aan 


| 
| 

New Granapa.—Annexed is, 
the engraving of the 10 pesos,(!)_ 


stamp, Cescribed in No. 4. | 





Our printer among other mistakes, made us} 
say last month in speaking of the new cubiertas. | 

The want being felt of a new emission of cubdier- | 
tas, or vignettes serving to seal registered letters | 
in the manner of sealing wax, this new type has! 
not been made, instead of now been made. 











= = = 
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Curt1.—The 10 and 20 centavos stamp of the 
new issue have also been sent us. We suppose the 
5 was issued at the same time. 


Srrairs SETTLEMENTS.—The permanent series 
|for this colony has made its appearance. The de- 
sign, or rather designs, for there are two, are as 
tollows: Diademed head of Queen Victoria to left, 
inside of an oval band, inscribed Straits Serr1e- 
ment Postage; the value below. The stamps are 
rectangular : 
Eight cents, orange. 
Twelve cents, blue. 
Twenty-four cents, green. 
The other design has the same head enclosed in 
a rectangular disk, with sTRAITS SETTLEMENT at 
| sides. Posvagr above, and 32 cents below. 
82 cents, vermilion. 


| Prussta.—The: 6 pf. envelope same as the 3 pf. 
| has been issued ; color, orange. 


Norru Gurmany.—Below is a list of all the 
series noticed in our last, 
1-4: groschen, mauve.. 


1-3 sé green, 
1-2: <“ orange. 
1 o rose, 
2 ic blue, 
5 ‘6 bistre, 
1 “ env, rose,. 
1 kreuzer,. green, 
2 mip sh orange,, 
BPiieg3 rose,. 
noes blue, 
LSTREA'SS bistre,. 


A 3tamp has also been issued forthe use ofthe 
city of Hamburg. It is printed in mauve on white, 
inscribed NorDDEUTSCHER PosTBEZIRK STADTPOST- 
BRIEF HampBure and perforated. 


i} 6 CuBA.— We are in possession of a New Stamp 
flissued tor thisColony. It isrectangular, Uttrra- 
|) MAR above, Queen’s head to leftin centre, 10 cent, 
1868:below. Color blue, perforated, no watermark. 
We aze unaware of the existence of any, other de- 
nomination, but suppose there must be as in all 
pastissues. 


' Horrtanp.—tThe ten cents of the new set is out. 

TasMANIA.—The sixpence is now printed in 
mauve instead of purple. 

PUBLISHERS yeceiving a copy of this number, 
/with ahis. marked, will please send: us: their publi_ 
| cation, which will be noticed’in ‘Received: Since 
Our Last.” 








Current Stamp Forgeries. 





For the last eight months we have laid aside-one 
of each variety of forged stamps that we came a- 
cross, and now having some five hundred speci- 
mens, we propose to describe them for the benefit 
of our readers. 


We are indebted to a friend, for letting us com- 4 


| pare some of the specimens with the genuine ones in 


‘his very complete collection, and would most a 


warmly thank him for this and other favors shown 
us. 

Persons having Anown counterfeits in their pos- 
ession, not described in this list, would oblige us 


by sending them on for inspection, and they will . 


be returned, if desired. 
ARGENTINE: CONFEDERATION 
1858, SMALL FIGURES, 5 AND 15 CENTAVOS. 
5 centavos genuine,—the liberty cap in the centre 


is very faint; there seems to be one line under ow 


in CaNFEON. 


Forged.—The cap is dark and senasy: ; two lines |} 


can be seen under on. 
15 centavo genuine. The upper left hand dot 


comes above a white line; there are 15 lines across|} ~ 


‘the centre of the stamp. 


Forged.—The line comes against the dot; there|f — 


are 14 lines. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
ARMS BETWEEN TWO BRANCHES. 
CENTAVOS. 
5 cents genuine.—The sun has 32 rays; there are 
74 dots in the circle around it. 
Forged.—The sun has but 29 rays and there are 
76 dots around it. 


1862. 


10 c. genuine.—The letters in Republica Argentine- 


are very plain and even. 


Forged.—The letters are not plain: and very un-|/) 


even, 

15 c. genuine.—The sun has 44-rays. 

Forged.—The sun has but 30 rays. 

AUSTRIA. 
Mzwsrearer Sramps, Rep Murcury. 

Genuine.—The P in Post has a waived line in front ; 
the Z, in Zeitungsis wide, 

Forged.—The P in Post, has a straight line before 
it; the Z is narrow. : 


BADEN. 


1850. FicurE IN THE CENTRE. 1 Kreuzex WHITE.. 


Genuine.—The upper stroke in the 1, is slightly: 
curved ; the lfttexs.in Baden at top are thick; the 
dot after the 1 is far from it. 





5, 10, 153.) 4 


STAMP MERCURY. 





Forged.—The upper stroke in the 1 is straight; 
the letters at top are very dim; the dot almost 
touches the 1. ad 

1862. ARMS ON WHITE GROUND. 

18 Kreuzer, Genuine.—The ornaments in the cor- 

||| ners, are square shaped ; there are 18 lines in the di- 


}|j| agonal band on shield. 


Forged.—The ornaments are cross-shaped; there 


i are but 14 lines on the band. 


BARBADOES. 
VALUE NOT INDICATED. GREEN AND RED on BivE, 


Green, Genuine.—On the bale, at the left, there are ‘ 


8 lines; there is also one line down the centre of 
the lance-pole. 

Forged.—The lines are so smudged that they can- 
not be counted, and there is none at all on the 
lance-pole. 

Red, Genuine.—The bale on the left has 8 lines 
on it; the shield 15. 

Forged.—The bale has but 6, and the shield 12 
lines. 

BAVARIA. 


UNPAID LETTER STAMP. 
Genuine.—The B, in Bayer is not open in front; 


) || the P, in posracz has a stroke before it; the 3 in 
' 4| centre has a dot right before the centre. 


Forged.—The B, is opened, the P has no stroke 

before it, and the 3 has ne dot. 
BERGEDORF. 

1-2 siuxE, 1 1-2, 3 BLUE ON ROSE, 4 SCHILLING, 

1-2 sch. genuine. The shield on the eagles breagt 
has lines on it. 

Forged.—There are but 3 lines. 

1 1-2 sch. genuine. This denomination has five 
lines. 

Forged.—Has but 3. * 

8 sch, genuine, The lower left hand 3 does not 


touch the frame; the circle around the arms is | 


made with smaller circles. 
Forged.—The 3 touches the top and bottom of 
the frame; the circle is made with a chain. 
4sch. genuine. In the centre there are 37 lines. 
Forged.—There are but 35 lines. 


BRAZIL. 


ITALIC FIGURES, 


30 reis, genuine. In the centre there is an ob- | cess of disposing of the dead-letters, 


long oval line; the top of the 3 in 30 is just inside 
of this line. 

Forged.—The top of the 3 is entirely over the 
line. 


BREMEN. 
8, 5, and 7, 10 grotes, 6 s. gr. 


| 


sl 





8 grotes, genuime. The lines on the shield run 
outside of it; the small ornaments in the corner 
are shaded with oblique lines. 

Forged.—The lines do not go outside of the shield ; 
the ornaments*are shaded with perpendicular lines. 

10 grotes, genuine. The key nearly touches the 
top of the oval; the printing is very clean. 

Forged.—The key is far from touching and the 
printing is very poor. 

7 grotes, genuine. The right hand upper stroke 
of the K in Marxz is crossed. 

Forged.—The K is not crossed but only half so. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 








DEAD-LETTER OFFICE. 





Out of 462,279,719 letters which annually pass 
through the United States mails, 4,306,508 are 
misdirected or unpaid and go to the Dead-Letter 
Office at Washington. Our own correspondence— 
by no means light, since we have had very fre- 
quently to open over a thousand letters a day— 
has taught us that there are a great many careless 
people whe consign not only their effusions but 
their money to the mails with the most reckless 
negligence; what must be then the experience of 
the venerable clerks of the Dead-Letter Office who 
examine the misdirected ones of a daily correspond- 
ence of over one million letters? It is hardly cred- 
ible that frequently letters reach the Department 
at Washington which have the name of the town 
as well as that of the State omitted from the di- 
rection; or that often there is no other address 
than that of the town and State, the name of the 
person being omitted as totally unimportant.— 
And occasionly let‘ers thus carelessly directed con- 
tain money or other valuables. 

But if the misdirections of tne dead-letter offices 
are curious often their contents are far more sin- 
gular. A great many persons have a singular idea 
of the nature of mailable matter; and in the Mu- 
seum of the department at Washington may be 
found articles of every character resurrected from 
the dead-letters. While our artist was making the 
sketch on this page a worn-out gaiter boot, size 
24, was disembowled from a defunct package and 
consigned to the waste bundle. Hoop-skirts, 
night-gowns, embroidered slippers, as well as lace 
collars and such light wearing apparel, are sup- 
| posed by some deluded females to be mailable mat- 
| ter; while oil-paintings, jewelry, and sometimes 
| even glass ware pass by Uncle Sam’s express rather 
| than those of Adams’s. 
| Our sketch of this interesting bureau of the Pos- 
| tal Department at Washington illustrates the pro- 
The work of 
opening the letters and arranging them in bundles 
is done by male clerks, some of whom have been 
for many years engaged in the Department. One 
of the old gentlemen shown in the sketch is a broth- 
er of a former Postmaster-General. When the let- 
ters have been opened, they are tied up in bundles 
and passed to female clerks, who occupy a balcony 
which extends around the apartment. Those let- 
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ters which contain money or valuables are passed 
directly to the chief clerks or “* heads of divisions,” 


amined, 1tis the duty of the female clerks to in- 
vestigate the bundles of opened letters and discover 
all information that may be contained which will 
faciliate the return of the dead-letter to the sender. 

The latest statistics of the Dead-letter Office show 
that of the 4,306,508 letters consigned thereto dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867, 3,619,062 
were domestic, and 179,466 foreign. Nearly half a 
million were held for non-payment of postage.— 
‘These statistics show that the number of dead-let- 
ters diminished nearly one million during the last 
year, and this gratifying result is attributed to the 
J use of envelopes with a request for the return to 
|| the writers of unclaimed letters directly from the 
post-office addressed, It is estimated that fully 
fifty millions of these envelopes were used during 
that year, the Department supplying about one- 
third of the number. 

‘There is very little of this great amount of paper 
wasted. Such letters as can not be returned to 
their owners are sold by contract, and, by a pat- 
ented process, reduced to a pulp in the presence of 
a post-office official; from this the ink is extracted, 
and the pulp worked into paper. 

So protitable has this proved that’the other de- 
partments at Washington are saving their waste 
paper, and the Treasury Department has lately 
made a proposal to supply the Postal Department 
with envelopes made from defaced fractional cur- 
}| rency.—[Harper’s Weekly. 


Take Notice. 


For the benefit of our readers, as well as 
ourselves and printer, the Mercury will 
|| hereafter be issued on the Ist of every 
{ month, instead of the 25th. 








POSTAL MISSCELLANY, 





E2>-Lerrer ADDRESSES. 

Mr. Thomas Cleary Schenectady please send 
this letter to the Widow meacon the woman 
} you bought the pairs of last year your friend tru- 
ley Mr. Thomas O’Connor of Albany N. Y. it 
wil be doing me a favor if you do. 








Here’s three cents, Uncle Sam, as that is the 
charge, k 

As you see this letter is not very large. 

At Little Rock, Ark., I wish you to leave it, 

Flora May Wilkins will be there to receive it. 

Altho’ to you this may seem very flat, 

She “Il be tickled to get it, I'll pledge youmy hat. 





and by them registered and carefully noted and ex- |» 


My 











PUZZLES, &c. 





® ENIGMAS. 


I am composed of 61 letters. 

19, 33, 20, 8, 4, 22 is a province of Europe 

that uses stamps. 

“ 90, 31, 5, 29 is an American country that uses 
stamps. 

« 12, 21, 53, 30, 15, 2, 11 is a country that has | 
but ten stamps. 

“ 11, 21,7, 5, 26, 18, 30, 54, 57 is the value on 

a stamp. , 

“ 58, 61, 45, 49, 38 is found on every stamp. 

“ 48,5, 1,41, 54, 46, 6, 50, 23, 57 is what ma- 
ny dealers have. 

“ 37, 16, 37, 55, 54, 4, 60, 58, 26, 40, 3, 50 isa 
value on a United States stamp. 

“ 41,44, 27,10, 51, 31,5, 37, 54, 17, 32, 57, 
32, 18, m, 48, 22 is what every dealer says he 
has not got. 

“ 40, 56, 85, 48, 9, 38, 54,17, 45 is the name 
of a stamp album. 

“ 60,16, 41, 52, 38, 34, 25, 29, 59, 48, 42, 5,1 
55, 4 is an inscription on a stamp. 

« 17, 47, 19, 16, 28, 42, 35, 28, 48, 39,3, 56, 31) 
is an inscription on a stamp. 

“ 43, 38, 27, 35, 57, 14, 1, 41, 28 issued stamps 
in 1852. , 

“ 41, 24, 60, 39, 86 ,52 is a country of. North 
America issueing stamps. 








My whole is the inscriptions on two postage 
stamps. J. B.C. 


CONUNDRUMS. 
7—When is a stamp like iron?. 





ANSWERS. 


5—Because it is a scenter(cent-er:) 








Answers to Correspondents. 





P. M. Paris, France. —Yours of Jan. 30th. ans- 
wered Feby. 28th. 

A. 8S. Bath, England.—Parcel received Feby. 
18th. 

J- W. Albany, N. Y.—See first page for advert- 
ising rates. 

J. 5. New York.—We are obliged for Chilian 
stamps, we describe them in this number. 

X. Y. Z—We do not advise you to } ut count- 
erfeits temporarily in your album. The only fit 
place for them is the fire-place. 


ne eo 





STANMOP: Mie Rm CURA . 
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Received Since Our Last- 





LE TrMBROPHILE ; No. 39. 
Pierre Mahé. 

THE STAMP CoLLecToR’s MAGAZINE; No. 61 
(} Bath, England; Alfred Smith & Co. 


Paris, France ; 





JUST RECEIVED. 


The largest and best variety of Stamps | 


) . imported in the United States. 
friends for the liberal support they have giv- | 
‘en me during the past year, I have the | 
pleasure to announce to them that I have | 
received by the last mails the largest and 
best stock of stamps ever imported in Amer- 
‘ica. I now have on hand 47,000 stamps, 
worth about $1500. which I will dispose of 
vat the cheapest rate possible. 


Thanking my numerous customers and 


In future I | 


will endeavor always to keep as large a sup- | 


ply on hand, and would respectfully invite 
all my correspondents to give me a call, when 
in town, and I will feel the greatest 
pleasure in showing them that all I adver- 
My motto is ‘* Quick sales and 
‘small profits,” 
isaying that I am the cheapest dealer in 


|tise is true. 
and I have no hesitation in 


America, as any person may judge for him- 
self, by comparing my prices, as per my new 
list, with any other dealers warranting their 
stamps, 
Calling your attention to my advertise- 
ments in other parts of the Mercury, 
I remain, very respectfully, 


F. TRIFET. 
Boston, March 2nd, 1868, 


UNITED STATES. 


The Set of Eight, including the 90 cent, 1851, 








unused, “ - b : - gi. 10; 
Wells, Fargo & Co., Set of 11 unused, 2.00 ; 
NX. O., Set.of Five, ~ . . 2.50. 


The above are very cheap, and I have but a few 
sets on hand. 
} F, TRIFET, 20 State Street, 


5—s8t Boston, Mass. 





HE COIN AND STAMP JOURNAL. Al 
beautiful monthly paper devoted to the inter- | 
est of coin and stamp, collectors. We are now }} 


publishing a beautiful “Stamp Story” in its col-| 
> . | 


umns. A valuable stamp given away with every | 
number. Only 50 cents a year. Advertisements | 


5 cents per line; 7 7 words average aline. Address | 
-NATIONAL STAMP CO. 


5-6t. Meriden, Conn. 


A He EN ea ag 
° 79 Nassau Street New York city. 
DEALER IN 
POSTAGE 





FOREIGN STAMPS, | 





Price list on application. 5—1t. | 
LYFORD & PITMAN, 
DEALERS IN 

FOREIGN POSTAGE of 2 ae 


| 





| 
| 


ithe United States. 


| 5-1. 


Lock Box 356, | 
Boston, Mass. 4 
> All stamps warranted genuine. 5-1t. 


KS 





W. SCOTT & CO., 34 Liberty Street New. 
¢ York city. The oldest established dealers in | 
We have the largest variety | 
in the country at the lowest possible prices for gen- 
uine stamps. Price list onjapplication. 5-tf, 


ENUINE FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS! : 
Forty varieties, 25 cents- | 
Twenty British Colonial Stamps. 25 cents. | 
Send two stamps for Price List. , 
Ek. WILLARD FROST, | 
Box 181 4, Boston, Mass. 





i 








\ Lie BO Rvs. SPA ND TS: Bb | 

dealers in ForrErGN PosraGe Srampes,  P. | 
O. Box 1348, Chicago, Ils, Send stamp for | 
Price List. 5—2t. 








To be issued March 25th | 
ef Wew and Rilustrated | 


DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 


AND 
CATALOGUE 


OF 


American and Foreign | 


| 
Postage Stamps, 


For Sale by F. TRIFET. 


This is a new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 
issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps. 

All former prices oeancelled from date. SEND FOR IY. | 

Sent, post paid, to any address on receipt of 18 cents, or) 
6 three cent stamps, Address, 


F. TRIFET, 20 State St. 


5-2t. Boston, Mass. | 
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Coin S 


FOR SALE BY 


F. TRIFET, 


20 State Street, Boston. 


|| Dare. 


1793. 
1794, 
1796. 
1796. 
1797. 
1798. 
4| 1799, 
#1800, 
4/1801. 
4| 1802. 
4/1803. 


4) 1804, 


1805. 


7) 1806, 


|| 1807. 
1808, 
1809, 
1/1810. 


1/18.l. 
4) 1812. 
7/ 1813. 


£814, 


4/1816. 


4) 1817. 


4\ 1818, 
3/1819. 


1820. 
1821. 
1822. 
1823. 
1824, 
1825. 


1| 1826. 
4| 1827, 


1) 1828. 
1829. 
1830. 


4/1831. 


1832.‘ 


4) 1833. 


1834. 


|) 1835. 


1836. 


4| 1837. 


1838. 
1839. 
1/1840. 
1841, 
1842, 
1343. 
1844, 
1845. 
1846. 


—_ orn 


U. S. CENTS. 














Unc. Goep. Poon. 
| 85.00 $3.50 
:20 
.20 

20 

*25 

| 

12 

- 10 
10 5 
15 10 
A) 
5 

15 
10 5) 
10 a) 

10 
5 
a5) 
10 3] 
5) 
5) 
5 
RS) 

15 

40 10 
5 
10 
15 .10 
10 
15 10 

10 
.10 3) 


10 5 


» 














Date. Unc. Goop. Poor. 
1847. 10 
1848. Oo 
1819. 6 
1350. oO 
1851. 3D 
1852, 5 
1853. 10 
1854. As) 
1855. .O 
1856, oo) 
1867. 50 25 


W* NTED! to buy all kinds of rare Coins. 





ANTED all kinds of Stamps, especially the 
old issues of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Newfoundland, &e. Also, South American Stamps, 
for which the best price, either in cash or stamps 
will be given. 
F. TRIFET, 


20 State Street, Room 9. 





7 ANTED—.The following stamps in any quan- 
tity for which the highest price, either in cash 
or Stamps, will be given. 
CaNnaDA }; 4d., 6d. sterling, 10d., 12d. and enve- 
lopes. i 
New Brunswick ; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2 and 17 cents. 
NEWFOUNDLAND ; 4d, 63d, 1s SCARLET, and 
12, 13, and 24 cents. 


; Nova Scoria. 1, 3, 6. 12 pence, and 8} cents. 
| Also all SourH AMERICAN and COLONIAL 
{ stamps. Address F. TRIFET, 


20 State St. Boston Mass, 





LAGS OF ALL NATIONS; beautifully 
colored; suitable for Hit1i’s Album, 26 cts. 
Arms of all Nations, 25 cents. 
F, TRIFET, 
20 State Street, Room g, 


HEAP CHEAPER! CHEAPEST!!! Com- 
plete sets (116) of HamBurG BoTeN stamps 
at the extremely low price of 75 cents per set. 
F. TRIFET 
20 State St. Boston, Mass. 





Forwarding Agency. 


F. Triret is happy to announce to his friends 
and the public, that he has made arrangements to 
purchase and forward anything that his patrons 
may need, whether a pin or barrel of flour, and for- 
ward same on receipt of the regular retail price. 

He has particular facilities for purchasing Books, 
Pamphlets, Magazines, Stationery, Holiday Pres- 
ents, &c. 

Money must accompany orders, which will be 
filled and sent by the cheapest and safest means. 


Address, ¥. TRIFET, 
20 State St., Boston, Mass. 








STAMP MERCURY. 





THE 


| STAMP COLLECTORS’ 


HAND BOOK: 


Giving a description of all the stamps issued 
from 1840 to August 1867, compiled by the 
late C. M. SELTZ. 

The above is the only reliable catalogue 
of stamps nowin the market, as it is one 
| year later than the English and two years 
| later than any American publication. 

It will be sent to any address postpaid 

on receipt of 25 cents. 


F. TRIFET, 


20 State Street, Room 9. 


LIST OF ALBUMS. 


THE NONPAREIL STAMP ALBUM, ruled to 
contain 1100 stamps, with the description of cur- 
rent issues in English, French, and German. The 
neatest and cheapest stamp Album published.— 
Price, 12 mo., cloth, 75 cents, by mail, 85 cents. 

LALLIER’S ALBUM, the French, seventh edi- 
tion, containing @ full description of all American 
and Foreign Stamps, with compartments arranged 
for the reception of each. This is the most com- 
plete Album: published. Imperial oblong, 8vyo., 
cloth, clasp, $6.00, post free, $6.50.. 


HILL’S BOSTON ALBUM, contains places for 
three thousand Stamps, including U.S. Revenues; 
is divided into, countries, each country having suffi- 
cient squares for all past, present, and future issues 
with places for the coat of arms and flags of each, 


country. 
It is printed in Carmine ink, on extra fine paper, 


and is the best album published’ in America, 4to, 


| cloth, gilt sides, $3.00, post free $3.25, 


Se 


-_— 


F. TRIFET, 
20 State St.,Boston, Mass 


CHEAP SETS. | 


Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. 





Antigua 2. Varieties $0.14 
Austria 20 “ 60 
Austrain Italy 6 “ -20 
‘Baden 8 oo 25 
Bavaria, ’51—62, 8 “s -20 
Bavaria, ’67, 4 “ 5 
Belgium 6 “ .20 
Brazil 5 “ +30 
Canada & f 12 
*Cape of Good Hope 4 a 1.25 
Ceylon 4 “ 25 |p 
*Confederate States 4 “ 20} 
Denmark 5 “ 1b UF 
*Egypt 1866 7 “ 2.30 |} 
* “© 1867 6 “ 2.00\% 
*France 4 “e 2H 
“6 10 &s yy | 
Germany, North 5 “s 18 
* ces ‘6 68, 3 66 625 IE 
Germany Seuth 10 6 30 | 
Aes 6068, WS “ 25k 
Great Britain 12 6 30) 
* 66 “c Locals vf To 626 H 
*Hamburg Beten 116 “ “75 | 
Holland 6 ‘“ 2011 
Hong Kong 5. “ 20) 
India 6 “ 25 1F 
Italy vi ‘“ +20 |p 
| Jamaica 5 “ 30) 
*Luxemburg 4 6 15 
Natal 3 ‘6 15 
* «embossed, i 66 8.00 
New Brunswick 5 “ 121k 
New South Wales * 4 “ 20 |i 
New Zealand 4 “6 20/8 
Norway 4 6 -20/f 
Nova Scotia 5 “ 12 )h. 
Portugal 5 ee 30] 
Prussia 20 “ 5d 
* 6s 5 66 2518 
Queensand 3 “ 15 
*Romagna 9 “e 1.75 
Russia 4 “ .20 
| Saxony h2 “ .40)f 
| *Sicily 7 ae B75 |} 
*Servia 4 “< 80 \f 
Spain (all issues) 10 “ +50 
* 6 “OG 6 “ec 00 
* « July’ 67, 4 6“ .50 
* « Official, 756, 4 6“ 30 |} 
Sweeden 5 “6 15 if 
Switzerland 72 “ 35 
ica envelopes 2 “ 16 |} 
Tasmania 4 +6 2015 
*United States 1851. 8 “6 1.10 |} 
*eN ONS BRO 5 “ 2.50 
*Wells, Fargo & Co, 11 “ 2,00 
Victoria 6 “ 25 
Western Australia 4 “6 2516 
Wurtemburg 8 “ 25 |F 
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F. TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 9. 


Boston ,, Mass. 
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_ THE AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. | 
1 


OWE TRIAL FS SOLICITED. 1P 











F. ‘TRIFET, 4 


NO. 20 STATE, STREET, BOSTON, MASS, 


S| Wholesale and Retail Dealer in i 


FOREIGN AND AMERICAN | 


POSTAGE, REVENUE, 
| ge TRIAL, | 
| PROOF, &e., &e. 


3 STAMPS, 


USED AND UNUSED, PRESENT AND OBSOLETE. 








I defy comparison with any Dealers’ prices, Warranting their Stamps, | 


20 page Catalogue forwarded on receipt of 10 cents. All Stamps WARRANTED) : 
| GENUINE | 
| All letters to contain stamp for reply, and Raameacea : 


| FL TRIFET, 
| Room, 9, 20 State Street, Boston, Mass. | 


2 ee ee 





F. TRIFET’S ANNOUNCEMENT. 





ALBUMS. HAMBURG LOCALS. 
- The set of 116 all different. 75 cents 
For alist of all the best Albums see page 35. ; 
PACKETS. 
ARMS OF ALL NATIONS. Send for list of packets; I would particularly | 
| Beautifully colored and gilt, suitable for Hill’s  Tecommend packets No. 3, 7, 13, 21, 25, 28, 30, 31, | 
Album. Post-paid, 25.cents. 32, 34,38, and 43, My list of packet is not | 
equaled by any dealer on this continent. 
CONFEDERATE FAC SIMILES. p : 
About forty well executed fac similes of the : SETS. | 
_ stamps of the Southern Confederacy, one cent each Eee tat efi sets ‘i siaadaicdt 35. Only ,a, few, of the 
| or the set Post-paid, 35 cents. Natals, embossed issue, at $8.00 per set of seven. 
CONTINENTALS. UNITED STATES LOCALS. 


. : 20 varieties, 25 cents; 30 varieties, 50 cents; 50 va- | 
Well mixed E , fs 
ell mixed European stamps at 30, 40, 50, and rieties, $1.00; 75 varieties, $2.00,—W. ARRANTED 








| Post-paid, 25 cents. 


_ 60 cents per hundred or $2.50, $3.50, $4.50, and) Grnurne. 
85. 00 per thousand. Address, 
FLAGS OF ALL NATIONS. F. TRIFET, | 
Companion sheet to the arms of all nations.—|_ 20 State St., Boston, Mass | 
. e ? . 
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| been changed to a rising-sun arrangement, ana Dominion oF Canapa.—A Saint John N. B. 


_ be large. Is this another effusion from some bright s+ stamp and states that the 3 and 6 will soon make 
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A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO STAMP COLLECTING, 
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VOL. I. BOSTON, 4 APRIL, 1868. Noo Vic j 
THE | Srrarrs Serriement.— We omitted to notice | 





in the last number, a stamp) 


"AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 


Published om the Ist of every month. 
F. TRIFET, Proprietor, 


of * three half cents,” of the | 
Fi : ‘ | 
provisional issue of this colony. | 
It is impressed in red, on the 
| 


half anna India. TVhe perma- | 








20 STATE STREET, - BOSTON. 
nent series now consists of 
TERMS: lilae. 
One Cop; to One Address, One year, $ -50 orange, 
Three Copies, * ae seb 1.25 | blue, 
Five “6 6 ‘6 “ 6 2.00) lilac, 
Kight os “se sé ‘cc és 3.00 green, 
' PayaBLE In ADVANCE. vermillion, 





grey green, 
They are very much like the Hong Kong stamps, 
and will no doubt include the same values. 


‘The postage, 12 cents a year, must be paid at the | 
office where the paper is received. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


No Advertisements received after this number. 
se 


Adcress ail communications as follows: 


Inpia.—This country has turned another of its 
| Revenue Stamps into a Postage one. It is done by 
| impressing the words Service PostaGe, over thove | 
American Stamp Mercury, of Recrrpt Bint on Drart; value, half anna () | 
Box 444, Boston, Mass. Rovumanta —The series not long ago issued has| 
; | been changed fora new one printed on white paper. 1 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. | unperforated, and haying ‘“banis” for denomina- | 








| tions. 
| 2 bani, orange, 
‘ : Y | Aas blue, 
ParaGuay— We have not obtained any new infor- | ig « rose. 
mation in regard to the stamp noticed in our Jast. | The design is the same asthe last issue, but the | 


|The cancelling mark, which was in English, has | bofders are more claborate, and the circle smaller. 





other various matters. The’ supply also seems to paper chronicles the appearance pf the 15 ent. 


gentleman's inventive mind? Maybe some of our | their appearance. 
readers may throw a light on the eine Weare) Unirep States.—The government seems to have 


waiting for ‘something to turn up.’ adopted the new embossing process as the 2, 3, 


. Cupa.—Our first illustration | :nd 12 «ents stamps are now found so ornamented: 


this month, is of the 5 centimos | | They are printed on thiner paper and stick a great 
stamp of Cuba, issued this vear. aaa Bottas 

Besides the 10 cent. noticed last | 4 | 
month, there are three values, as Curit.—There is also a 1 and 5 centavos stamp 


ews a a |in the new issue, 
centimos lilac, | : 7 . ; 
20 ay geen. Borry1a.—The 20 centavos red, an1100 centavos 





40 “ rose. | blue, have been issued. 
} 
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The Confederate Stamps. 


— 


Our readers will remember that in the third 
number ofthe Mercury we warned them against 
a certain stamp purporting to be a genuine issue | 
of the Confederate States. Since then we have | 


° > t 
received the following letter, which we copy ver- | 
batim, only leaving the dealers name out as we Co | 


not wish to make an advertisement of this, | 
Charlestown, S. C., 
February 28, 186€. | 
Mr. F. Trifet, 
Srr,—A young friend of mine, a stamp collect- | 
or, showed me some days since an article in your 
Magazine, in which you question the authenticity 
of the small red ten cent Confederate stamp with | 
vignette of Gen. 1. J. Jackson. As you evident- | 
ly are not posted with regard to its origin I thought 
you might care to know something about it. In 
May 1861, I was in the employ of Messrs Hoyer 
& Ludwig, Richmond, Va., to whom the first con- 
tract for furnishing postal stamps for the Confeder- 
acy was awarded. They issued the following: 
ten cents, head of Jefferson, pink and blue; five 
cents, head of Davis, green and blue, and two cents 
head of Andrew Jackson, green, The lithograph 
ic stones of these were destroyed by fire in Sept- 
ember 61, and Maj. Gorgas, then Confedcrate 
States agent in London, England obtained plates 
from Messrs. Th. De-La-Rue & Co. for stamps of 
the denomination of five and one cents. At the 
suggestion of Mr. Randolph, then Secretary of 





War, our firm, throught Mr. Carroll, our designer | 
furnished the little ten cent stamp, to which you | 
allude. It was of De-La Rue’s design, but differs 
rom their stamps in being engraved on stone and 
not on steel. Yon speak of their great number. 
The entire number } rinted was but 300 from the 
stone, and’ 25 (the dark impressions) from a sepa- 
rate die stone. The only way in which they reached 
dealers was as follows; Mr. David Raniolph, for- 





of 100 stamps to Charleston, where they remained 
until 3 month ago, when a New York gentleman | 
seeing them bought them from Mr. Randolph 
and sold them to Mr. a dealer in New York | 
city. The 25 dark impressions were bought by 
the same party and sold to the same dealer. A-! 
bout 150 of the stamps were used on letters from | 
this place and Ihave two cancelled ones now in my 
possession. The remainder belong to Mr. J. D. | 
Howard of New York-city. ‘The stamp was ap- 
proved and became one of' the regular issue until 
Messrs Keating & Ball of Columbia in this state 
made a low bid and obtained a contract to supply 
stamps, when all those previously in use were dis- | 
continued. On applying té the following gentle- | 
men, all of whom were connected with the Post | 
Office department in the Confederacy, you can. 
possibly learn anything additional you may wish 
to know. i 








| 


THE AMERICAN : 





| Treasurer at Richmond Va. _ 
‘from the die, printed black ink, and also a very 


|wrote to Mr. G. R. Carey and received the fol- 


| ments. 


merly post-master at Cheraw near here took a sheet | 


Mr. D. Howard, New York City, I think at 71 


Broadway. He has several of the stamps, some 
cancelled. 
George R. Carey, 63 Wall Street, late State 


He has the first proof 


fine collection of stamps of all countries. | 
J. D. Hollister, Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. Lammot, a “ 
David Lammot, Raleigh, N. C. 
David Randolph, Charlestown, S. C, 
Yours Respectfully. 


J. ALex. H. STEVENS JR. | 
{ 





[Our correspondent states that the stamps left | 
Charleston three month ago. We saw them five 
months before the letter was written, ] | 

On receipt of Mr. Stevens’ comntunication, we 


lowing reply, | 


New York, March 10 1868. 





F. Trifet Esq. 

Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 5th, March to 
my uncle, Mr. George R. Carey, has been handed 
tome by him. He says that as far as his knowl- 
edge and recollection go the letter of Mr. Stevens 
is correct in every particular, and as far as I re- 
member he is right. I have a complete set of all 
the Confederate Government stamp ever issued, 
and the black proot which Mr. Stevens referred 
to in his letter. Mr. Howard was in my office a 
few days ago and corroborrates Mr. Stevens’ state- 
I am something of a stamp collector my- 
self, and have several times been asked my opinion 
as to whether the small ten (about which you 
writte) could be considered as a genuine issue. 
My answer.has always been that the TEN was 
better entitled to be consdered of a genuine issue 
than the ONE, because the latter never reached 
the Confederacy except assamples, and were never 
; used, whereas, the tens to the number of a hun- 
| dred, or one sheet, were regularly passed through 
| the Post Office at Athens Ga Mr. Carroll of Hoyer, 
| Ludwig & Co. designed all the first issue of Con- 
federate stamps, I believe, and owing to his Union 
feelings, never made or was able to get any mon- 
ey for them. 

When dealers have spoken to me about them I 
have always refered them to him, but do not know 
where he is at present. 

I shall be happy to show you my collection 
whenever you are in the city, and if there is any 
specific information you wish with reference to the 
stamps, of which I am unfortunatly not able to 
furnish you with a specimen, you can write to me. 

Very Respectfully. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. CAREY, 


After reading the above letters we must say that 
our opinion as given in the third number of the 
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MeRctry is somewhat altered, but still we will} . At this period the net income of the office was | 
| six million dollars, and in the first year the letters 


Ae ee < 5 i | ° 

wait for farther developments before accepting a ‘doubled, but the net income was almost ¢xtin- 
stamp of which we have never heard of before and | guished, the gross receipts for 1840 falling below 
which has such a strange history. We will be hap- | ‘!* million eight ee thousand dollars; but 
: 7 ithe revenue soon became progressive, as shown by 

j. = & F renee | : s be) 
py to publish any further knowledge that ourrea-| the following table, viz: 
‘ders may have concerning the genuiness of this) Letters. 


Receipts in round numbers. | 





stamp. 1839.05. eee 82,000,000 $ 12,C0 ),000 | 
| 1840..... ..168,000,000 6,750,000 | 
| 1855...-.+..456,000,000 13,500,000 : 


‘CURRENT STAMP FORGERIES. 


1866........679,090,000 20,750,000 


Before the reduction and prepayment, when | 
|rates were irregular, the cost of handling letters in| 
‘ ithe British Post Office was three cents each. Un- |} 
On account of the length of the article on | der the new system it fell to seven wills per letter, 
the Confederate stamp, we are obliged to 2nd now the postal system of Great Britain yi-lds | 
: “3 : |a larger net revenue than ev 1 before. | 
‘omit the above. We will renew next month | France followed the example of Great Britain | 
| | and reduced her postage to four cents; and in- 
| creased the number of letters annually posted from | 
| one hundred and fifty millions in 1858 to three | 


| hundred and eleven millions in 1866. 
In the United States we have made more rapid | 
| Since writing the first chapter last month, | progress than has been made in England or 
‘our collection of these beautiful birds has been| Franee. When we had emerged from our state of 


i : ° : 
doubled by the generous gift ofa “victim.” Several | colonial ps ie hn and established eur onstiaie 
he SEER mie h tion we foimed our postal system, in 1788--’89. 
persons have asked us to commence over again the | he revenue from the Post Office at first was but 


fist on that account and as several mistakes crept in 
|in the description of the Bremen stamps, we will 








our war against these impostors, and will 
spare nothing to make the list as complete 
|as“possible. 











| comply with the request, and in the next number, 
| commence with renewed energy. 





THE POST OFFICE. 





The Post Office and the Telegram are both of 
modern origin, although Cyrus, Augustus and 
Charlemange established posts for the trarsmission 
ofnews, and Montezuma of Mexico had fast car- 
riers for messages from the Gulf of Mexico to the 


capital of the Aztecs. In English history the post . 


office maxes its first appearance under the Com- 
monwealth ia the time of Cromwell, when its rev- 
enue is reported at the moderate sum of fifty thou- 
sand doliars. Fora century more the roads of 
England were mere bridle Paths or causeways, 
almost impassable for carriages, 
ways had no existence and Commerce was con- 

ducted on pack horses, and by carriers whose de- 
- ieaiagack we find in the plays of Shakspeare a cen- 
|tury earlier. In 1764 the revenue had gradually 
risen to two and one-fifth millions dollars. 
| proved roads and canals came in soon after our 
|revolution, and the revenue from this point of de- 
|parture gradually advanced to ten millions dol- 
jars in 1820. From 1820 to 1840 the revenue re- 
mained nearly stationary for twenty years, reaching 
| but twelve million dollars in 1839. ‘he rates of 
postage were high, averaging twelve to fourteen 
cents. Common carriers came in to compete at 
two cents per letter, and in 1839 the Government, 


| 
| 


; 
| 








of Sir Rowland Hill, put down the rate to a penny 
for a single postage. 


Canals and rail- | 


Im- : 


under the pressure of competition and the advice | 





ithirty eight thousand dollars. Its advance is 

| shown in the following table: | 
Receipts. No of Letters before reduct’n | 
| 1810 sesesceeeea$ 552,000|1856.+ svesgeneee120,000,000 | 
| 1820..seeeee0ee 1,112,000) 1859. +.+++sesssee¢-244,000,000 | 
| LSB Oseeeeeeee +1,850,000) 1867.......0..00++«+462,000, 000 

| 1840.0... ++0++-4,550,000) | 


1858.......+.+6.7,500,000! 
| 1865....4.+++4) 14,500,000) 
1867.........--16,137,000 

While Great Britainis doubling her postal re- 

cepts and letters once in fifteen years and France | 
| once in eight years, immediately after her reduc- | 
| tion, we are doubling in seven and a half years, | 
and as our rate is three cents per letter, while that 
| of Great Britain, foran area less than one twen- 
| tieth of that of the United States, is two cents, our 
| receipts from letters will soon be as large as hers, 
|although our revenue from the Post Office in 1894 
_was but half that of Great Britain. 
While Great Britain diminished her revenue 
| one-half by lowcring her rates, we went through 
| the transition state from high to low prices with- 
| out loss, and now advance in our receipts with ac- 
| celerated speed. 
From 1790 to the date of our reduction in 1896 | 
| our Post Office was nearly self-sustaining, the re- 
ceipts having been ninety nine per cent, upon the 
expenditure, the palancve having been covered by 
| the tree carriage of public documents and letters. 
During the last year of the war the Post Office | 
gave a considerable net revenue, and now it is 
largely increasing its facilities, revenue and effi- 
ciency. 

Our foreign letters have not quite kept pace 
with the increase of our home correspondence. 
The emigration from Europe has been large and 
our trade progressive, but the latter hasnot kept 
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sion of our people over this great continent by 
railways and steamers, 

In 1855 the postage of our foreign letters was 
one million five hundred and seventy-seven thou- 
sand dollars. In 1867 the postage on ten million 
two hundred and ninety-eight thousand foreign 
letters was two million four hundred and forty- 
one thousand two hundred and forty-two dollars. 
During 1867 the gain has been more than seven 
per cent., and under the twelve cent postage, re- 
cently adopted between England and this country, 
bids fair to be progressive. he newspapers now 
transmitted across the ocean are: From foreign 


two thousand; to foreign countries, two million 
nine hundred and fifty-seven thousand. We send 
them nearly two newspapers for one. At the 
present time the great nations of the world rank as 
follows in the scale of letters circulated yearly, 
|| viz: Great Britain six hundred and seventy-nine 
millions. United States four hundred and sixty- 
two-millions, France three hundred and eleven 
millions, Prussia one handred and ninety millions, 
Austria one hundred and nineteen millions, Italy 
sixty-seven millions, Spain fifty-nine millions. 

We have pursued a judicious course in adopting 
our recent postal treaty with Great Britain. The 
rate has come down to twelve cents, and to fifteen 
cents to most European countries. We trust the 
day will soon come when our postages to all parts 
of Europe will be reduced to ten cents per single 
letter. This would give us three cents for inland, 
five vents for ocean, and two cents for European 
postage, and five cents is quite ample to cover the 








transmission across the ocean. It is the policy of | three to forty-six letters annually. 


modern nations to give subsidies to mail steamers 
in order to provide a police for the sea and build 
up a maritime power. 
carry letters for less than full rates. 


average little more than one-third of an ounee, it 
takes nearly 100,000 letters to constitute a ton, and 
these, at five cents, yield tive thousand dollars, 


nineteen thousand dollars per trip, and now, with 
low rates, it would not be surprising if our foreign 
letters should soon rise to 20,000,000 per annum, 

At the present moment our Government con- 
tracts for the transmission by the pound, and real- 
izes a profit on the postage. Its policy should be 
to provide American steamships in place of foreign, 
and add to the receipts from postage a liberal 
subsidy, copying in this the example of Great 
Britain, who grants annually five million dollars 
on subsidies to her mail steamers, 
equipped, manned and ready for use, a navy of 
two hundred thousand tons of superior steam- 
ships, costing her, after she deducts her profits by 
postages, less than three million dollars per 
annum. 

As respects our inland letters, we shall at our 
present rate of gain in six or eight years overtake 
Great Britain and carry our annual circulatian of 
letters above one thousand millions. 

General Burt, our excellent Postmaster, is 


ral Burt quite 
mercurialin his movements. 


He is in fact the 





and thus keeps | 


pace with our inland commerce or with the diffu- | 


countries, one million eight hundred and seventy- | 


They can consequently | 
r As 70,000 | 
half-ounce letters form a ton, and as single letters | 





THE AMBERICAN 


| London from three to ten, and each inhabitant of 





| these cars th , d prepared for 
When postages were higher, the Collins line, for | Soe Sop cetiers ancl rortedoa Eee 


two years, returned in postages an average of | 





——————— 


Mercury ofour Post Office. Not content with - se- 
curing a site for a suitable office and taking the 
initiatory measures for its construction, be has har- 
monized the differences between the department 
and the railroads of New England, and done much 
to speed and facilitate the delivery of letters. 

The delivery of letters by carriers in our great 
cities is a favorite idea of the department and the 
plan is to have six to ten such deliveries daily. 
The boxes on the chief routes are to be opened 
hourly and those on the side routes once in two 
hours, and letters thus obtained are speedily dis- 
tributed by carriers. 1 

The Boston Post Office is to employ one hun- 
dred and fifty carriers or post men, each of whom 
can deliver daily from five to eight hundred let- 
ters. Their duties will be greatly facilitated if our 
citizens will attach boxes to their doors with an 
aperture to receive the letters. 

Few gentlemen can affordto send more than |} 
three times daily to the Post Office, bnt the post |j 
men will bring the letters more frequently. The 
Boston District scould embrace South Boston, 
Roxbury, East Boston and Charlestown, and it is 
computed that parties who receive letters by the 
carrier will be able to interchange notes two or 
three times daily at the trivial cost of two cents for 
each transmission, and may do this without losing 
more than two minutes of time, as boxes will be 
placed within two hundred yards of each other. 

Post Office boxes and calls at the post office may 
soon go out of fashion. In Du lin there are seven 
deliveries daily, and in the different districts of 


those cities receives on the average trom forty- 


In Boston the average is larger and still progres- 
sive The delivery by carriers isa source of profit 
to the nation. Postal cars are now run twice each 
week day in each direction between Boston and 
New York, and will soon run twice daily on the 
Shore line. 


A postal car runs through to Canada daily. In 


delivery. Seven hundred mails are made up daily 
at the Boston Office. 

Postal orders are a great convenience to the pub- 
lic, and especially to the publishers of books and}} 
papers. There are now one thousand offices in| 
which these orders may be procured. The average | 
remittances through this channel are found to be. 
sixteen dollars each, and for ten cents a draft on! 
any of these offices may be bought at one of them. 
Remittances are thus made in varying sums to the 
most distant parts of the country, without risk of 
loss and at trivial expense. Boston is receiving in 
these orders several hundred thousand dollars an- 
nually.—[Boston Journal. 








{4 An insane P. M., whom ‘‘too much learn- 
ing (of Latin) hath made mad,” inquires whether 
it isnot ‘* wrong in itself” to send letters across 
the ocean, because the process is malum per se 
(mail ’em per sea !) 






























POSTAL MISCELLANY 








ge HiecHLANpDERs’ Letrer- PostTine.-- Queer 
scenes occur at the Post Office at Wick, Scotland, 
|especially on Saturday evenings, when hundreds of 
letters are posted by the Hiland fishermen When 
the penny postage was first established, the Post- 


oD 






















master had many a hard night’s work among tlie 
Highlanders, who illustrated their national charac- 
teristic by endeavoring to beat down the postage 
|to a halfpenny, alleging that the letter was a little 
one, and that the Highland Postmaster never 
charged more thanahalfpenny From the out- 
istations beyond the daily delivery they would 
come, and while one would ask if there was a letter 
for him, he would answer to the interrogatory as 
to his name, “ Och! ye’ll see it on the back of the 
letter ;” and on the name being at last cominuni- 
cated and the information that there was no letter 
for him, Donald often put the poser ;“ Do you 
think she will be the morn ?” Donald has learned 
by experience, however ; but at present it gener- 
ally requires four Highlanders to complete the 
MODUS OPERANDI of posting a letter. One brings 
it to the office wrapped up in a piece of paper, a 
second precedes him and buys a stamp ; handing 
the stamp to a third, he, after various licks and 
manipulations, gets Her Majesty’s head affixed to 
the letter, and the fourth, after looking into the 


slit with considerable suspision, cautiously lets it | 


drop, and the whole four finish the performance by 
peeping down the slit to see that all is well with 
their missive. This may beseen almost daily, and 
especially on Saturday evenings, 


and construction of appearance, a Hindoo letter 


is worthy of notice. It is written on a palm-leaf, 








STAMP MERCURY. 





: tinct, they make the character legible by besmear- | 


; years afflicted: 


| awaiting an answer to our letter. 2 You will 
A Hrxvoo Letrer.—In external appearance 5 
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ing the leat with an ink like fluid. A letter is, 
generally finished on a single leaf, which is then | 
enveloped in a second,whereon is written the ad-| 
dress. In communicating the decease of a rel-| 
ative, the custom is to singe the pomt of the leaf! 
upon which the afflicting news is written. When | 
a superior writes to an inferior he puts his own, 
name before that of the person to whomhe writes 
and the reverse when he writes to a superior. 








| 
pe Harp Names.—We remember reading | 
some time since an article in an English magazine | 
the writer of which indulged in much merriment | 
in regard to the odd names to be found in the ) 
list of American post offices; but we think the. 
following samples from the British Colonial postal | 
Directory are quite equal to anything in that line | 
on this side of the water, especially since the abol- | 
ishment of the offensive name of “Small Pox,” 
with which a post office in Mlinois was for many 





Waheunyah, Humansdorp, 


Onatsboorn, Graff Relnett, 
Paarl, Yackandandah, 
Stettenbosch, Warrnambool, 
Vitenbage, Swellendam. 





Answers to Correspondeuts, 





H. J. Indianapolis, Ind:—Your Sandwich Is- 
land Stamps are counterfeits. 
EF; A. D. Montrose, Pa.—There 7s such a person 
but we have very little to do with him. 
M. & W. Philadelphia, Pa.—l We are patiently 


oblige by correcting two mistakes in the last num- 


| ber of the Magazine: first you say that the fourth 


with an iron stile, four to six inches long, and | 


sharp pointed at the end. In writing, neither 


chair nor table is needed, the leaf being supported | 


on the middle finger of the left hand and kept 
steady with the thumb and forefinger. The right 
hand does not,‘as with us, move along the surface, 
butafter finishing a few words, the writter fixes the 
point of the iron in the last letter, and pushes the 
leaf from right to left, so that he may finish his line. 
This becomes so easy by long practice, that one 
often sees a Hindoo writing as he walks the street. 
As this species ef penmanship is but a kind of 
faint engraving, the strokes of which are indis- 


number of the Mercury was ‘‘a month’’ behind 
hand, change it to ‘‘a week.”’ Second you state 
that the Mercury is devoted to “Coins (?)” .It| 
does not profess to, therefore your interrogation point 


| is entirely out of place. 





J. P. Elizabeth, N. J.—The Canada envelopes 
were not made by the American Bank Note Co., 


| but by Messrs. Nesbitt & Co., New York. They 


were struck only on white paper. The buff paper 
ones are ‘‘ beats”’ got up to sell no doubt by that 
enterprising gentleman, who made the one cent U. 
S.185l issue, on buff paper, with “specimen” across, 
and tried to impose it on the collecting public as a 
‘* proof,” 
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J. H. New Orleans, La.—There is no 249 reis 
Portugal, but maybe one will be issued soon. 

J. A, H. S. Jr. Charleston, N. C.—Thanks for 
information in regard to the Confederate Stamp. 

G. H. C. New York.—Also to you for same.— 
Can you tell us where you obtained the black proof, 
jand also the cancelled specimens? 
T. H. S. Sing Sing, N. Y.—The stamps you sent 
are counterfeits ; four of them go in our collection, 
|to be described at the proper time. 

G. H. W. Orange, N. J.—The catalogue is not out 
yet. 2. Twelve numbers is a ycars subscription 
without regard to date. 


PUZZLES, &c.. 


ANSWERS TO THOSE IN OUR LAST. 
6—Inter. Island Hawaiian Postage Uku Leta, 
and Franco Bolls Postale Boscano. 
7—When it is forged. 








Received Since Our Last, 


_—_— 


Lr Trpropnite; No. 40. Paris, France ; Pierre 





Mahe, 
|| Tue Corn anv Stamp Journat; No. 2. 
den, Conn. National Stamp Co. 

N. E. P. O. Recorp. Nos. 7, 8, 9and 10, Boston, 
Mass. Wm, M. Kendall. 

Tue Montuiy Miscreryuany. 
North Strafford, N. H. 


CHBAP SETS. 


Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. 


Meri- 


Vol. IIL., No. 3. 








Antigua 2 Varieties $0.14 
Austria 20 “ -60 
Austrain Italy 6 “ -20 
Baden 10 “ 30 
Barbadoes, 3 6 15 
Bavaria, '51—62, 8 w * 20 
Bavaria, ’67, 4 “6 15 
Belgium 6 a -20 
Brazil 6 “6 *30 
British Guiana, 4 6 .20 
Canada 5 “ oe 
*Cape of Good Hope Sq. 4 “ 1.25 
*Confederate States 4 ‘“ .20 
}| Denmark 6 “ 15 
*Egypt 1866 7 as 2.30 
* 166 1867 6 ‘“ 2.00 
* France 4 “ ake 
a 10 66 Hl ta! 
Germany, North - 6 ss 18 | 
‘bene py see eer OS 3} “ .20 
Germany South 10 Ks 30 
* “ é 68, 3 “ .20 H 
Great Britain 12 “6 30 
os “ Locals 7 “ pas 


AMERICALD 





Greece 7 Varieties .30 
Grenada “ 12 
* Hamburg Boten 116 “6 “75 
Holland 6 “ .20 
Hong Kong 8 “ 35 
India 6 “ 25 
Italy 7 4s 20 
Jamaica 4 “ 25 
* Luxemburg 4 “6 15 
Moldo Wallachia 1868. 3 “6 .80 
Natal 3 “6 15 
|* « embossed, a es 8.00 
New Brunswick 5 “ a Pe 
New South Wales 4 “ 20 
New Zealand 4 Od .20 
Norway 4 a 20 
Nova Scotia 5 “ oz 
| Portugal 5 “ i 
| Prussia 25 O 15 
* 66 5 “cc Pods 
Queensland 3 “ 15 
*Romagna 9 “e 1.75 
| Roman States, 4 ss -20 
Russia 4 a: 29 
Saxony 12 6s 40 
*Sicily 7 ce 1.76 
*Servia 4 “6 .30 
Spain (all issues) 10 a -50 
* ee “se 66 6 ee “30 
* « July’ 67, 4 66 .50 
* «© Official, 754, 4 “ .40 
*% 66 ‘“ 55, 4 6“ .30 
Sweden 5 “6 15 
Switzerland 12 “ 35 
* ae envelopes 2 “6 1d 
Tasrhania 4 “ .20 
Trinidad 3 46 18 
*United States 1851 8 “ 1.10 
*N, Y. P.O. 5 “ 2.50 
*Wells, Fargo & Co. 11 “6 2.00 
Victoria 6 6s 25 
Western Australia 4 “ .25 
Wurtemburg 8 ss 20 
F. TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 9, 
: Boston, M ss: 
J Yee Pubes PLiQeS TA Wa ASB lie 


very usefull little Stamp just 
now becoming popular, and 
having alargesale. A speci- 
men is here given. 

Its object is to show the reei. 


pient of a letter just the hour || 


and day the letter was mailed, 

that in case of its non receipt 

at the proper time, the blame 

can be placed on therightparty. It very frequent- 

ly, becomes not only an object of great interest but 

of importance to know just when a letter was mail- 

ed.{t serves asa monitor to the Postman, to the Post 

Office Clerk, and tothe recipient The party send- 

ing a letter marks a pointer at the hour it leaves 

his hands, and also fills out the blank below with 

the month and day. Itis for sale at 20 cents per 
hundred at F. TRIFET’S. 

20 State St., Boston, Mass. 








This is a new, original, and || 








STAMP MERCURY. 





FOR SALE BY 


COINS © 


EF. TRIFET, 








Date. ~ Uncrr. { Very Good} Goon. 
1847. peel OA 
1848. .05 
| 1849. Pina 08 
1850. 05 
| 1851. 05 
| 1852. .05 
| 1853. 10 
| 1854. 05 
| 1855. | .05 
| 1856. ae 
| 1857. | 40 | .30 





























20 State Street, Boston. 
U. S. CENTS. 

Date. Uncir. ; Very Good Goop. 

11793. | | 
1794, 

11795. / | 

| 1796. 

11797. | | | 
1798. 
1799. $5.00 | $3.50 
1800. 
1801. i | 
1802. > pea | 15 
1803. °25 .20 
160%. 

| 1805. | 

| 1806, | 

| 1807. | 15 

| 1808. | | 
1809, 

1810. 

18 RG | f 

1812. mara ok? 
1813. | 
1814, | | 
1816. .10 

1817. 05 | 
1818. | 16 .10 | 

1819. .05 
1820. 05 
1821. 
1822. eyes .10 
1823. Peart 
1824, a. | 05 | 
1825. 00 .05 

| 1826. ph te | 

| 1827. 05 | 

| 1828. 95 

1829. 

1830. 

11831. .10 05 

| 1832. .10 

| 1833. .10 05 

| 1834, 

| 1835. .05 
1836. | 

| 1837. 5 | 

1833, 40 .10 05 | 
1839. | ! .05 | 
1840. .10 
1841. : iar’ diane (ae 
1842. ! 25 ee gh .10 | 
1343. 15 .10 
1844, .10 05. | 
1845, .10 05 | 
1846, fetes | 05 | 

| 


| 5 three cent stamps. 


| 5-2t. 


| Wells, Fargo 
| N. ¥. P. O., Set of Five, 


| 5—8t 


W * NTED! to buy all kinds of rare Coins. 





To be issued April 25th 
# Wew and Miustrated 


DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 


AND 
CATALOGUE 


OF 


American and Foreign 


Postage Stamps, 


For Sale by F. TRIFET. 


This is a new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 


| issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
| and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps. 


All former prices cancelled from date. SEND FOR IY, 
Sent, post paid, to any address on receipt of 15 cents, or 
Address, 


F. 'TRIFET, 20 State St., 
Boston, Mass. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Set of Eight, including the 90 cent, 1851 
un-tsed, 3 OL LOR 





& Co., Set of 11 unused, 
; . 2.50. 

The ahove are very cheap, and I have but a few 
sets on hand. 


F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


EWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


Austria, 2 kr, 5 cts., 3 kr, 6cts. Newspa- 


| per stamp 6 cts ; Avstrran Iraty 2 sold., 6 cts.; 
| Bavarta, 1 kr. 3 cts.; Egypt 5 pa. yellow, 5 cts. 
| 10 pa, 8 cts. ; Germany 1-48. gr. 5 ets. 1-3 8, gr, 
| 6cts. 1-2.s. gr. 8 cts.; Hampure 1-2 s, sch., 6 cts.; 
| Mozrpo Warxacutia 2 bani, 6 cts, 4 bani 10 cts.; 


Sparx 5 mill, 5 cts.; SwirzeERLAND 4 cent, env, 


6—lt. 


LAGS OF ALL NATIONS; beautifully 
colored; suitable for H1it’s Album, 286 cts. 
Arms of all Nations, 25 cents. 
F. TRIFET, 


' 20 State Street, Room 9. 
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6 cts, 10 cent, env. 8 cts.; VENEZUELA 1-2 cent- 


| avo, 8 cts. 

All the above are unused and lately issued. 

¥. TRIFET, 20 State Street., 
Boston, Mass. 
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LIST OF ALBUMS. 


THE MULREADY ALBUM. The latest and 
neatest Album published. Feap. 4to., cloth, bev- 





collection of «aaa of 2000 varieties, post free 


3.50. 
= ALBUM, the French, seventh edi- 
tion, containing a full description of all American 
and Foreign Stamps, with compartments arranged 
for the reception of each. This is the most com- 
plete Album published. Imperial oblong, 8vo., 
cloth, clasp, $6.00, post free, $6.50. 

. The same translated into English and brought up 


to July 1867. 
Price, $5.00 post ae $5.50. 


HILL’S BOSTON ALBUM, contains places for 


is divided into countries, each coun'ry having suffi- 
cient squares for all past, present, and future issues 
with places for the coat of arnis and flags of each, 
country. 

It is printed in Carmine ink, on extra fine paper, 
and is the best album published in America, 4to, 
loth, gilt sides, $3.00, post free $3.25. 


F. TRIFET, 
20 State St.,Boston, Mass 





6—.tf. 


UTS OF NEWLY ISSUED 
They are suitable for. illustrated dealers lists, 
papers, envelopes &c. 12 different types are now 
jready. Price $1.00 each. F. TRIFET, 
| 6-8t 20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


OREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS CHEAP. 








Forty varieties, : 25 cents. 
Seven unused Colonials including St. Lucia, Mal- 
ta, &c. 25 cents. 
Ten unused stamps, latest i issues, 50 cents’ 


All stamps sold by us are WARRANTED GENUINE. 
| g@>Price List sent on application. 

LYFORD & PITMAN, 
6-1t. PO m oxo n6e- Boston, M Mass. 


IyOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS. 
Just RECEIVED, 
The LArGEst and Best assortment in the U. S. 





10 unused, including Egypt &e. 25¢. 
10 rare unused, including Servia &e. .  50c. 


50 used, including, French Fepublic &e. 75c. 
0 ll é Tuscany &c. - $1.00 


| 


E. WILLARD FROST. 
Box 1817,Boston, Mass. 
Send for Price List. 6-1t. 


W. SCOTT & CO., 34 Liberty Street New 

¢ York city. The oldest established dealers in 
the United States. We have the lar gest variety 
|in the country at the lowest possible prices for gen- 
‘uine stamps. Price list on application. 5-tf. 





THE AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 





elled boards, gilt edges, with illustrated guide to the | 


three thousand Stamps, including U.S. Revenues; | 


STAMPS. | 


All stamps sold by me are WARRANTED genuine. | 
















| 





| QWITZERLAND, “Helvetia” The set of 12 ad-| 
hesive used and 2 envelopes, unused, for 55 
ets. F. TRIFET, | 
| 6-2t. 20 State St. Boston, Mass. 
O COLLECTORS.—For sale, A COLLECTION 
of 650 stamps, all in good condition. For) 
terms address W. A. HALDY. 
6-1t. Lancaster, Pa. 


WHE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILA 
TELY.—A monthly Magazine devoted to the | 

interest of Collectors of Foreign Postage Stamps 
The largest cheapest and be st work on the subject 
ever publi shed inthe United-States. Subseriptioa | 
50 cents per year payable in ativance. 

The second number. now ready, sent gratis 
to any address on receipt of postage. 

All communications must be addressed to the 

EDITOR, 
THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHiaTeLy. 
34 Liberty Street (room 12) ; 
6-1t. New York City. 


my\HE COIN AND STAMP JOURNAL. A 

beautiful monthly paper devoted to the inter- 
est of coin and stamp collectors We are now} 
publishing a beautiful “Stamp Story” in its col- 
umns. A valuable stamp given away with every 
number. Only 50 cents a year. Advertisements 
5 cents per line; 7 7 wordsaverage a line. Address 


NATIONAL STAMP CO. 








H 
| 
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5-6t. Meriden, Conn. 
| 
W ANTED! The followingstamps in any quan- | 
tity. 
Canapa; 4d _, 6d. sterling, 10d,, 12d and env-| 
lopes. | 


New Brunswick;.3d, 6d, 12d. 2 and 17 cents. 
NewFoUuNDLanp; 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and | 
12, 13, and 24 cents. 
Nova Scotra; 1, 3, 6. 12 pence. and 8} cents, - 
Also all kinds of Hong Kong, India, “Victoria, | 
Mexico, Salvador, New Zealand, “Pasmania, and | 
other colonial and South American stamps. 
Persons having such will please send them on 
for inspection with the lowest prices pr. piece, | 
dozen or hundred. F. TRIFET 
6-6t. 20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


W. KNOWLES FREEMAN, PUILATELIST: 
| 


| 








P. QO. Box 2258, New York City. 
| Having received a fresh supply of Foreign Pos- 
| tage Stamps, | am now prepared to meet the wants 
| of all classes of collectors. 
Orders respectfully solicited. Price list furnish- 
ed upon receipt of address and stamp for return 
postage. 





| 
| 
| 


W. KNOWLES FREEMAN, 
P. O. Box 2258, New York City. 


TLBUR°’& STANDISH 

dealers in Foreign Postace Stamps. P. 
O. Box 1848, Chicago, Ills. Send stamp for 
Price List. 5—2t. 


6-1t. 
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A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO STAMP COLLECTING, 












No. VIL. 


ess 


BOSTON, MAY, 1868. 












THE 


AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY, 


Published on the Ist of every month. 
-F. TRIFET, Proprietor, 





The design, head of Victoria to right, is the 
same in all the values, the border and framework 
only being different in each value ; on looking at 
them one would be apt to judge them to be from 
the ateliers of the American Bank Note Co., but 
this is not the case, they having been engraved by 



















20 STATE STREET, - BOSTON. the ‘‘ British American Bank Note Co., Montreal 

THERMS- and Ottowa.’? The 4 cent is about one-third 

Wheto Copies: | minvighs smaller than the other values, and like them, gum- 

One Copy to One Address, One year, -50 | med and perforated. They went into use on April 

oer Copies, * 7% poets A ae Ist, but the old stamps are still current for a time. 
Eight ‘« “6 ‘6 66 66 3.00 


Inp1a.—Still another bill stamp has been chang- 
ed into a postage one, value two annas, violet on 
white. 

QVyYY 





PayaBLe IN ADVANCE. 


The postage, 12 cents‘a year, must be paid at the 
office where the paper is received. 








Victor1a.—This colony 





No Advertisements Recived. 








has just issued a beautifully 
designed stamp of the value 
of five shillings. Dark blue 
on yellow watermarked— 








Address all communications as follows: 
American Stamp Mercury, 
Box 444, Boston, Mass. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 













crown under V, and is per- 
forated. 


OrancEe Free Srate.—This free state, as the 
name indicates it, has just issued a set of three 
emblematic stamps, the design of which consists 
of an orange tree in full bloom, with three post- 
horns underneath. 

The values are 

Een (1) penny, light-brown, 
Zes (6) pence, rose, 
Een (1) shilling, orange-yellow. 

New Granapa.—The sobre porte stamps now 
consist of three values, viz.: 25 and 50 centavos 
and 1 peso. 












For some time past {philatelists in all parts of 
the world have been anxiously expecting a new 
set of stamps to emanate from the New Dominion 
of Canada. Many essays, proofs, &c., have been 
reported, but we flatter ourselves that the deserip- 
tion given of one in the second number of the 
Mercury is the nearest to theadopted design. We 
here give the description of the stamps, illustra- 
ting the 4 cent, issued for the 
_.-Dominton or Canapa.—They are seven in num- 
ber, as follows:— 
Y " 3 cent, black, 













Azorrs.—Azores has a provisional issue, con- 








ena i. nari sisting of the current Portuguese stamps with the 
3“ vermilion, word Azores impressed across it. 

6 66 brown, Unirep Srates.—We have received no informa- 
12h“ blue, tion as yet in regard to the new issue, but expect 






ai 24 lilac. 





5 
RATE ES ES A RSE SS er 


to before long, and if in time will insert it in this 
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number. An English contemporary notices a black 
three cent stamp, gummed and perforated, and 
states that it is pebeaiy anessay. If our worthy 
friend would try an experneys witha Bee nitric 
acid, &c., he might learn how ‘‘ essays ’’ are made 
in this op ee 

Sourn Avsrratia.—A new set of stamps is being 
prepared for this colony. 

Paracuay.—We would call our readers’ atten- 
tion to a corréspondent’s letter in this number, in 
regard to the stamp lately issued. We are happy 
to say, that unlike the Jackson confederate stamp, 
it turns out to be an undoubtedly genuine issue, the 
specimens our correspondent sends us being post- 
marked ‘‘ Concepcion, En. 9, 1868,’’ and aflixed 
to an envelope having Sey pial other marks of pos- 
tage due, day received, &c. &c. It will be sen 
that the stamp serves for “local letters and papers.’ 

Francs.—The forty centime laureated-head 
series is out; color, orange-red. 

Srrarr’s SerrLEMENT.—Letters lately come over 
bear the provisional and new stamps side by side, 
showing that they are still current. 





Current Stamp Forgeries, 
BY THE EDITOR, 





As before stated, our object is not to give a 
description of what forgeries we have seen or heard 
of, but of the different specimens that we have in 
a collection numbering some 700 varieties. 

If our readers have any suspected stamp not 
described, they would confer a favor by letting us 
see it, and we will be happy to return it if iret 

The description of the genuine stamps have 
been taken trom undoubted genuine specimens in 
our own collection and some of the rare kind from 
those in the collection of a friend. 


ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION. 
1858. SMaLu Ficure. 
5 and 15 centavos. 
Genuine.—The frame work at the top begins 
at the left hand corner with a vertical line, thus b: 
Forged.—It begins with a parallel one, thus — 


1862. Arms BETWEEN BRANCHEs. 
5,10 and 15 centavos. 

5 ec, genuine.—The figure 5 at bottom has the 
top very short; after the sin CENTAYOs there are 
about 25 lines in the ground-work. 

Forged.—The top of the 5 is twice as long as 
in the genuine ; there are only 14 Asie) after the s. 





i ae Poe ae eee oe eg 


10 c. genuine.—The ,arms_ is encircled by two |fj 


rows of dots the inside ones being placed two by | ; 
two. 


in 
Forged.—These dots are at equal distance from |f7 
each other. i 
15 c. Same diffences as in the ten. 


AUSTRIA. . 
1850. Mercury’s Hrap. 
Blue, yellow, rose and red. 
Blue Genuine.—The letter pin pot has a wa- \f) 
vy line before it; on the left there are two letters, 
turned thus 4. 
Forged.—The line is wanting before the Pp and 
the two k’s are turned the other way. 
Red, yellow and rose genuine—There is no 
line along the nose of Mercury. 
Forged.—Between the nose and ear there is a 
dark line, 


oi 


ARMS IN SQUARE. 
1 kreuzer black. 

Genuine——The 1 at bottom has an up-stroke 
almost as long as the down; the arms do not touch 
the frame. 

Forged.—The up-stroke of the one is very short; 
the arms touch the frame. 


BADEN. 
1853; FIGURE IN CIRCLE, 
1 kreuzer, white. 

Genuine.—The groundwork, around the 1,is made |} 

of chain-work; the up-stroke of the 1 is slightly 
curved. 

Forged.—The groundwork is merely one loop |}; 

inside ofanother; the up-strokeis perfectly straight. ||| 


1862;ARMS ON WHITE. 
18 and 30 kreuzers. 


18 kr. genuine.—The lower part of shield is a- . 
bout 1-16 of an inch from the frame; the perfora- 
tion is by machine. 

Forged.—The shield touches the frame; roul- |) 
ette perforations. t 

30 kr. genuine+The ornaments in the corners |}}, 
are square; there are eighteen lines in the band 
across the shield. | 

Forged.—The ornament are cross-shaped; there a 
are fourteen lines in the band. a 

BARBADOES. 
” Blue and.red on blue, and green on white. 

Genuine.—There are eight white lines on the |} 
box at the side of Britania ; the stamps are well |] 
printed and the various parts of the design is plain. |}}) 

Forged.-The lines canot be counted ; ey i 













‘are badly printed, and look smudgy and very 
poorly engraved. 


BASLE. 
2} rappen. 
The dove, inthe genuine, is strongly einbunea 
which is not the case with the forged ; the 2} Rp. 
at the botom 1s much coarser than in the genuine. 


BAVARIA. 
UnpaAip LETTER STAMP. 
Genuine.—The B in Bayer is not open in 


# front; the 3 in the centre has'a dot right in front 


Forged —The B is opened,and the,3 has no dot 
before it. 
: Return Letrer STAmp. 
“Munchen,” 
Genuine—The crown is placed straight; the 
‘right hand lion (?) has one tail with two ends. 
Forged.—The crown is laying to one side; the 


lion has two tails. 
[ To be continued.] 


Puzzles for Stamp Collectors, 


CONUNDRUMS. 
8.—Why are purchasers of a forged Grenada 








{ penny, like the stamp they buy? 


9.——Why is a letter box like a business house 
that trusts ? 
TRANSPOSITIONS. 
_10.—aaacceeehimmmnprrrsttuy. 
11.—aceilnnnoopstt. 
12.—-abcdeeilnnoooprrssttttuvwzz. 





POSTAL MISCELLANY, 


| §@-Tse Larcest COLLECTION IN THE 
Wor.p.—A gentleman, resident in London, the 





4 author of the papers on British Guiana,New South 


Wales, and Victoria, which have appeared in 
these pages, possesses, we have good reason to be- 
lieve, the largest and finest collection of stamps n 
the world. Itis contained in nine volumes, and 


4 comprice splendid specimens of the rarest stamps, 
| proof impressions, and almost all known varieties. 
4 —The S. C. Magazine. 


_ &&-Lerrer AppREsss. 
_ Will Uncle Samuel bear in mind 
That Peggy Harvey's he will find 
In Northerft end of Sucker State, 
Sleeping early, rising late, 
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Making butter with great care, 
Breathing damp Chicago air. 
If recollection has not blundered, 
She kicks the beam at just two hundred. 
You'll know her, Uncle, in a minute, 
Or else my word has no truth in it. 

P. S.— Box (her ears) 22 (times). 

—N. Y.-Mail, 


Re“ Quack”.—A French gentleman, engaged 
in the drug business in New York, had occasion- 
ally noticed the word “Quack” written in pencil 
on the envelopes of letters delivered to him by the 
carrier. Though somewhat at a loss to account 
for the circumstance, he paid but little heed to it 
untill the frequency of its occurrence satisfied him 
that it was the work of some enemy employed in 
the post office, who had adopted that singular 
mode ofinsulting him. A few weeks since the car- 
rier called as usual, and, having delived his letters, 
was about taking his departure, when he was cal- 
led back by the excited voice of Monsieur: 

“Vait! hold on! mistair portewr—carrier: I 
would some words with you. Vat mean this co- 
quin, r-r-rascal, to writte ‘quack’ on my letters, 
he? By gar,I no stand him no longer—I shall 
writte to the General Postmaster and demand him 
to guillotine —cut off de head of dis vaurien—dis 
blackguard—vat so insult me. Sair, I am not von 
charlatan—quack! I do not pretend myself to be 
doctor—nevair. I sell de drugs—voila tout—dat 
is all. Eh bien—for vat I am call quack? Is it 
that it is pour s’amuser—for fun— vat you call 
choke,he? Dam! it is no choke, sair, 1 tell you 
—here is von, two, tree letter—all vith ‘quack’ 
write on him—for von, two,tree month, the same 
ting. Sacre! if dat is von choke, it is jowe—vat 
you call ‘played out.’ ” 

During this ventilation of the long-smothered 
wrath of this indignant dealer in drugs, the car- 
rier had been examining the letters with a quiet 
smile on his face, which finally broadened into a 
laugh. This proceeding of course increased the 
anger of the insulted gentleman. 

“Ah! you laugh to my nose, eh? It is then that 
you have yourself write de ‘quack’ on my letter— 
von leetle choke of yoursefl, he?” 


The carrier hastened to assure him that he was 
not responsible for the offensive epithet. 

“Eh bien—you can den tell to me vat mean dis 
—who make dis choke?” 

“It isn’t a joke, sir—it’s all right.” 
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“All right! But I tell youit is all wrong. Je 
ne le vois pas—I don’t see it. How isit ‘all right,’ 


| sair?” 
“Why, yousee,” said the carrier, struggling with 
his disposition to laught — “your letters, when 


they are sorted, sometimes get into the hands of 
the wrong carriers, and when that is the case, 
they write ‘Quack’ on them, so that they will be 
given to me to deliver.” ; 

“Ah! I see—you have been von quack doctor, 
then?” 

“No, but my name is Quackenbush, amd they 
wriie my name ,Quack’ for short.” 

“Oh! ah! Ouiow! Iseehim now! Quack 
and Boosh—yes, yes! Ha! ha! it is aname very 
singular. It is all right— all right, Mistair Quack 
—Quack and Botch. Excuse me my anger, if 
you please. I did tink an insult to me was intend ; 
but itis that you are de quack, not me. Bon 
jour—good bye, Mistair Quackybosh ! 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE CONFEDERATE JACKSON STAMP. 
To the Editor of Tun American Stamp Mercury. 
New Yors, April 14, 1868. 


Dear Sir : 

Your letter of the 13th inst. has 
been received, and I do not hesitate to pronounce 
the postage stamp described in your magazine, a 
fraud on those interested in collecting specimens. 

_ My attention was called to the stamp in ques- 
tion, by the stamp dealer in this city, who pur- 
chased those mentioned in the letter of Mr. Ste- 
vens, printed by you, and he brought to mea letter 
from the person who claimed to have engraved the 
** so called”’ Jackson Stamp, giving a history of 
them so full of errors and misstatements that I 
exhibited to the dealer official documents in my 
possession which satisfied him that he had been 
duped. Mr. Randolph never had the slightest con- 
nection with the preparation of the postage stamps 
used in the Confederate states, or with the Post 
|| Office Department. Judge John H. Reagan, of 
|| Texas, was appointed Postmaster General, in Feb., 
1861, and I was the First Assistant Postmaster 
General from the organization of the P. O. De- 
partment to the end thereof; and during the ab- 
sence of the Postmaster General, all of the duties 
devolved by law, upon me, so that at no time dur- 
ing its existence did it become necessary for the 
Secretary of War (Mr. Randolph) to interfere in 
its management. As chief of the Contract Bureau 
of the P. O. Dep’t it was my duty to obtain pos- 
tage stamps, and I accordingly made a contract 
with Messrs. Hoyer & Ludwig, Lithographers in 
Richmond, Va., for stamps in the following order : 
First, of the denomination of five cents, head of 
Jeff. Davis ; second, denomination ten cents, head 
of Thos. Jefferson ; and third, denomination two 





























cents, head of Andrew Jackson. All designs were || 
submitted to me for approval, and I have proof |}77 
impressions of all designs that were ever consid- ||) 
ered by the Department. I never heard of the |j” 
Stonewall Jackson Postage stamp until it was |} 
shown to me in New York last winter, and as all 
stamps were required to be approved by the De- |) 
partment at Richmond, and issued therefrom to | 
Postmasters, it is difficult to understand how I 
should have remained in ignorance of its existence, 
as it was my sworn duty to know all about the |) 
stamps, and I believe I performed my duty in that |} 
regard at least. i} 

do not know anything about Mr. Carroll’s |} 7 
“ Union fecling,’’ or why ‘ he never made or was 
able to get any money for his designs.’’ I only know 
that Hoyer & Ludwig were paid in full for all the |f | 
stamps they printed and delivered to the Depart- jj 
ment, and that the engraving was done by one of 
the members of the firm, and not by Mr. Carroll. 
Messrs. Keating and Ball were not the successors |} 













































-of Hoyer & Ludwig, and never engraved a single |} _ 


stamp for the Department. They printed stamps |} 
for the Department from plates designed and en- 
grayed by the firm of Archer & Daley, who suc- 
ceeded Hoyer & Ludwig, as contractors for fur- 
nishing stamps. Mr. Archer engraved the first |] © 
steel plate postage stamp for the Department, and |” 
a Mr. Halpin, employed in his office, engraved all |} | 
of the others, and the plates, dyes, &c. were the |} © 
property of the Department, and delivered by me |} 
to Keating & Ball when I made a contract with 
them, after it became impossible for Archer & Da- 
ley to furnish them. Mr. Archer and Mr. Halpin 
are both engaged as engravers in this city at this 
time, and neither of them have any knowledge of 
the stamp claimed to have been adopted and used 
by the Department from the time it was engraved, |} 
at the suggestion of Mr. Randolph, Secretary of ||” 
War, to the time when Keating & Ball obtamed |} 
the contract. The plates furnished by Thos. De 
La Rue & Co. of London, England, were purchased 
by an agent sent out by the Department; and his 
name was not Mayer Gorgas, and my collection 
of stamps and designs was brought to me. by the 
agent from the office of De La Rue & Co., and 
has their imprint on it. . 

I have permitted myself to write at much greater |} 
length than I intended, because I feel indignant |} 
that any one should attempt to foist upon stamp 
collectors a bogus stamp, and if you will call at 
my place of business I can show you official docu- 
ments to praue it to be an imposition. 

De La Rue’s stamps were not engraved on steel, 
as stated in the published letters F am receiving. 
The plates were simply electrotypes. 


Respectfully, if 
H. ST. GEO. OFFUTT. f 


Comment is unnecessary after the above. All |j 
we have to say is to ask our readers’ pardon for 
having taken so much space last month about this |} 
stamp, and we will zhink that Messrs. Stevens and |} 
Carey have been themselves duped rather than sup- 
porters of the meanest and poorest imposition |} 
‘that has been offered to the credulity of collectors. || 
We will not mention it again, as Mr. H, St. Geo. |} 











Se) 


| Offutt’s letter is a ‘‘ settler’? which decides the 
fate of this beautiful (?) ‘work of art. 


THE GUATEMALA STAMP. 

To the Editor of the American Stamp Mercury. 
4| The five centavos stamp brown, once sold for 
W\ genuine can now be authentically stated to be 
W\ Bogus. It was engraved on steel by Mr. J. A. J. 
‘| Wilcox, of Boston, for J. Holiand, (a name for 
‘W) the occasion no doubt.—Ed.) at the time supposed 
by the engraver to be under Government authority, 
but since he has reason to believe, for the purpose 
of sale to Stamp Collectors. 
j E, L.S——. 
Boston, Mass., April 24th, 1868. 


THE PARAGUAY STANIP. 
To the Editor of Tus American Stamp Mercury. 


1| ‘Dear Srr,—I lately had the pleasure of perus- 
}|| ing your stamp publication for April, shown me 
|| by a friend. { beg to inform you on one point 
which you seem to be uncertain about—*‘ the new 
ii stamp of Paraguay.’’? I have in my possession, 
eight copies sent me from Conception bya relative 
in the employ of Turull & Co., commission mer- 
| chants. ‘ 
My friend informs me that they were issued in 
1867, and are used for local letters and papers, and 
as I have in my possession an old envelope with 
two affixed, and one ona scrap of paper, [ send 
them to you for your examination, and beg you 
| will compare them with those you have; in return 
for which, I would like your price list. 3 
Begging your kind indulgence, and rendering 
thanks in anticipation of your favor, 
I remain, Sir, 
Respectfully yours. 
* 


q 
| 


| 


* 
* 








|| Answers to Correspondents. 
i —_— 
| | ©. W. Norwich, N. ¥Y.—The remarks in another 
|| column on the 3 cent black U. S. stamp applies to 
| your brown one with the exception that yours is 
| | made with a kerosene lamp. 
J.F.C. Philadelphia, Pa.—We don’t believe he 
is ; you are not the only inquirer. 
| F. A. D. Montrose, Pa.—1. A collection such 
| || as you describe is worth from five dollars upwards 
according to the stamps you have. 2. We believe, 
| judging from the numerous recruits Philately ob- 
| tains from the Numismatic ranks, that twenty 


| years from now stamps will be most in demand, 


#H. St.G.O. New York.—Accept thanks for 

{ information in regard to the Jackson stamp, 

e W. HU. L. Savannah Ga.—lIf you collect stamps 
you may include revenues, but if postage stamps, 
why ofcourse, they are not advisible in your col- 
lection, 

Nota Jupce.—Send us the stamps, or show 
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them to a dealer, and you can find out the charac- 
ters of them. 


J. B. C. Providence R. I.—Try your hand again 
at making a good Philatelic Enigma. 


Received Since Our Last, 





Ler Tuyveroruizz; No. 41. 
Mahe. 


Tue Corn AND Stamp JourNAL ; No. 3. Middle- 
town, Conn. . National Stamp Co. 

This we believeis the last number that will ap- 
pear of this publication, the’ company having dis- 
olved. 

N. E. P. O. Recorp ; Nos. 7, 8, 9 and 10, Bos- 
ton, Mass. Wm. M., Kendall. 


Although this is not a Philatelic publication, it 
has so much postal information, including adver- 
tised letters, arrival and depasture of Mails, for- 
eign postage and other valuable matters, that we 
should advise our readers to subscribe to it. It 
should be in the hands of every person having a 
regular correspondence. 


Pt Ae PO. STA LY) LA Bae 


Paris, France; Pierre 








This is a new, original, and 
very usefull little Stamp just 
now becoming popular, and 
having alargesale. <A speci- 
men is here given. 

Its object is to show the reei. 
pient of a letter just the hour 
and day the letter was mailed, 
that in case of its non-receipt 
at the proper time, the blame 

can be placed on theright party. It very frequent- 
ly, becomes not only an object ofgreat mterest but 
of importance to know just when a letter was mail- 
ed.It serves asa monitor to the Postman, to the Post 
Office Clerk, and tothe recipient. The party send- 
ing a letter marks a pointer at the hour it leaves 
his hands, and also fills out the blank below with 
the month and day. Itis for sale at 20 cents per 
hundred at F. TRIFET’S. 
20 State St., Boston, Mass. 


ples ISSUED STAMPS CHEAP, 

Austria, 2kr. 5 cts., 3 kr. 6 cts., Newspa- 
per stamp, 4 cts.; Austrian Irary, 2 sld., 5 cts.; 
CANADA, 1-2 ct. 2 cts.,.1 ct. 3 cts.,2 cts. 5 ctsS., 3 
cts. 8 cts., the set of 7, 90 cts.; GERMANY, 1-45. 
gr. 5 cts., 1-3 s. gr. 6 cts, 1-2 8. gr. 8 cts.; Ham- 
BURG, 1-2 sch. 6 cts.; Motpo Wartacuia, 2 bani, 
6 cts., 4 bani 10 cts., 18 bani 35 cts.; Spain, 5 mill, 
5 cts., 10 mill 8 cts.; SwitzERLAND 6 cent. env, 6 
cts., 10 cent, env, 8 cts.; VENEZUELA 1-2 cent- 
avo, 8 cts., 1 centavo 10 cts. 

All the above are unused and lately issued. 

F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 
Boston, Mass, 























ee 





THE AMERICAN 





CHEAP SETS. 


Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. 


Antigua 2 Varieties $0.14 
Austria 20 “ 12 
Austrain Italy 6 “ .20 
Baden 10 “ 30 
Barbadoes, 3 “ 15 
Bavaria, ’51—62, 8 “ 20 
Bavaria, ’67, 4 oy * 415 
Belgium 6 ss 20 
Brazil 5 “ *30 
British Guiana, 4 66 20 
Canada 5 “6 12 
*Cape of Good Hope Sq. 4 6 1.26 
*Confederate States 4 “ -20 
Denmark 5 “s 16 
*Egypt 1866 7 “ 2.30 
* 6. 1867 6 6s 2.00 
*France 4 “ Bil. 
4 10 bé 18 
Germany, North 5 as 18 
* 6“ 4 68, 3 4 20 
Germany South 10 Ks 30 
* sé 6 68, 3 “ 20 
Great Britain 12 &“ *30 
4s “ Locals 7 “6 25 
Greece 7 Varieties 30 
Grenada 2 “6 12. 
* Hamburg Boten 116 ce 78 
Holland 6 “ 20 
Hong Kong 8 se 35 
India 6 “ 25 
Italy 7 6 +20 
Jamaica 4 25 
*Luxemburg 4 $6 15 
Moldo Wallachia 1868, 3 “6 80 
Natal am 3 “ Ld 
* «© embossed, 7 6s 8.00 
New Brunswick 5 “ 12 
New South Wales 4 6“ ~20 
New Zealand 4 <6 20 
Norway 4 ¢s 20 
Nova Scotia 5 oy gle 
Portugal 5 Ag -30 
Prussia 25 “ 70 
* 6 5 66 625 
Queensland 3 “ ~ Lo 
*Romagna 9 Hy 1.75 
Roman States, 4 “ ; 20 
Russia 4 s 29 
Saxony 12 6s .40 
*Sicily 7 ce 1.75 
*Servia 4 “s .30 
Spain (all issues) 10 is 50 
*% 6“ 6666 6 “cc .388 
* ‘July’ 67, 4 66 50 
* « Official, 764, 4 “6 -40 
x 66 “ 55, 4 “6 .80 
Sweden 5 “6 15 
Switzerland 1? “6 35 
* sf envelopes 2 “ 15 
Tasmania 4 “6 .20 
Trinidad 3 Ae 18 
*United States 1851 8 se 1.10 
+N Nb sO; 5 6 2.50 
*Wells, Fargo & Co. 11 os 2.00 

















Victoria : 6 “6 25 
Western Australia 4 “ 25 
Wurtemburg 8 “ 20|} Ff 


F, TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 9, 
Boston, Mass. 





ANTED! The following stamps in any quan- 
tity. 
Caienal 4d., 6d. sterling, 10d,, 12d. and eny- 
lopes. 
New Brunswick; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2 and 17 cents. 
NEWFOUNDLAND; 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and 
12, 13, and 24 cents. 
Nova Sco714; 1, 3, 6, 12 pence, and 84 cents, 
Also all kinds of Hong Kong, India, Victoria, 
Mexico, Salvador, New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
other colonial and South American stamps. 
Persons having such will please send them on 
for inspection with the lowest prices pr. piece, 
dozen or hundred. F. TRIFET 
6-6t. 20 State St. Boston, Mass. 





HE PUBLISHER BEING DESIROUS OF 
completing his Philatelic Library is in want 
of the following Papers and Magazine. 
Tur Stamp Cortectrors Monruiy GAzETTE. 
above No. 11. 
Tur Postmans Knock. Nos. 6 aad 7. 


All 


Vue Sramr Cottecrors Recorp. Nos. 1 and 2 of|} 


Montreal Series. 

Yur Corx AND Stamp JournaL. Chicago, Dlinois. 

Nosizi;-9; 10: 

Tue Curtosity SHop. Complete file. 

Tur Lonpon anp New Yor«x Sramp CoLtrctors 
Review. Both numbers, 

Tue Stamp Journat. No. l. 

Tuer Stamp Buyer. File. 





Tue Corn anp Sramp Corzectors Macazine.|} 


Nos. 1 to 4, 6, 7, 10 to date inclusive. 
Tur AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PuttaTELy. No. 1. 
Also files of any Foreign publications excepting 
the S. C., Magazine, THE Puitate ist, and LE 
TIMBROPHILE, 
Persons having the above or any part of them, 


will please address, giving description, condition, |} 


and price. 
F, TRIFET, 
20 State St, 


Boston, Mass. . 


UTS OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS.|| 
They are suitable for illustrated dealers _lists,|} 
papersy envelopes &c. 14 different types are now|| 
F. TRIFET, 

20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


ready. Pricé $1.00 each. 
6-3t. 


- ~ - : . 
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LIST OF ALBUMS. 


THE-MULREADY ALBUM, No. 1. The 
}cheapest Album advertised. Strongly bound in 
cloth, and ruled to contain over 1000 stamps. 
Post paid, 90 cents. 


THE MULREADY ALBUM. The latest and 
neatest Album published. Fcap. 4to., cloth, bev- 
elled boards, gilt edges, with illustrated guide to the 
collection of upwards of 2000 wprignes, post free 
$3.50. 

LALLIER’S ALBUM, the French, seventh edi- 
tion, containing a full description of all American 
and Foreign Stamps, with compartments arranged 
for the reception of each. This is the most com- 
plete Album published. Imperial oblong, 8vo., 
cloth, clasp, $6.00, post free, $6.50. 

The same translated into English and brought up 


to July 1867. 
Price, $5.00 post free $5.50. 


HILL’S BOSTON ALBUM, contains places for 
three thousand Stamps, including U.S. Revenues; 
is dividedinto countries, each country having suffi- 
cient squares for all past, present, and future issues 
with places for the coat of arms and flags of each, 


country. 
It is printed i in Carmine ink, on extra fine paper, 


and is the best album published in America, 4to, 
cloth, gilt sides, $3.00, post free $3.25. 
F. TRIFET, 


20 State St.,Boston, Mass 
6—.tf. 





NOTICE. 


Boston, April 27, 1868. 

I would respectfully inform my friends and 
patrons, that I have disposed of my business to 
Mr. F. TRIFET of this city, who will continue 
it as formerly, and TO WHOM ALL ORDERS sHOULD 
BE ADDRESSED. 





E. Wituarp Frost. 





As will be seen by the above I have succeeded 
to Mr, Frost’s business, but as a firm of this city 
are trying to impose on the public by claiming that 
right I would herewith state a few facts. 

At the time of Mr. Frost’s retiring, the said firm 
bought two collections of stamps, a sheet of the 
-jisame andalot of old papers, envelopes, paper 
|| boxes and letters forming no part of his stock ; 
since that they haye put out a circular stating that 
they are “his only successors, as uIs Brn oF 
SALE To us TESTIFIES, and any party, &c.” This is 
a falsehood as we bought Mr. Frost’s stock, custom, 
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goodwill, &c., and I have his bill of sale to that 
effect, moreover the following unsolicited card to 
prove the above. 

Boston, May 2nd, 1868. 

A circular having been brought to my notice, 
issued by a certain firm in this city, purporting to 
be my successors in the Stamp Business, I take 
this occasion to state that Mr. F. Trifet, is my suc- 
cessor and ONLY successor, and any other persons 
claiming to be such are impostors. 

E. WILLARD FROST. 

I would call the above facts to the attention of 
Mr. Frost’s friends and patrons and leave them to 
judge for themselves who are the ‘‘impostors,”’ I, 
with the above letters of Mr. Frost and bill of sale 
of his business or the said firm without any proof 


and a bill of sale for ‘** collections,” sheet of stamps 


and letters. 
Soliciting a continuance of your patronage. 
I remain, 
yours respectfully, 


F) TRIFET. 


To be issued May 20th, sure. 
A Vew and Mliustrated 


DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 


AND 


CATALOGUE 


OF 


American and Foreign 


Postage Stamps, 


For Sale by F. TRIFET. 


This is a new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 
issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps, 

All former prices cancelled from date. SEND FOR IT, 

Sent, post paid, to any address on receipt of 15 cents, or 
5 three cent Stamps. A few copies will be interleaved with 
blank sheets to make notes, &c, These must be ordered in 
advance. Price, 25 cents. Address 


F. TRIFET, 20 State St., 
Boston, Mass. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Set of sat including the 90 cent, 1851 


unused, : $1. 10, 
Wells, Fargo & Co., Set of 11 unused, 2.00, 
N. Y. P. O., Set of Five, zi » 2350. 


The above are very cheap, and I have but a few 
sets on hand. 
F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 
5—3t Boston, Mass. 


LAGS OF ALL NATIONS; beautifully 
colored; suitable for Hitx’s Album, 25 cts. 
Arms of all Nations, 25 cents. 
F. TRIFET, 


20 State Street, Room 9. 











|52 


THE AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 





OVE 


TRIAL IS SOLICITED. 





F. TRIFET, 


NO 20 STATE STREET, BOSTON, MASS, 


Wholesale and Retail Dealer in 


FOREIGN AND AMERICAN 


POSTAGE, 
LOCAL, 
PROOF, 


REVENUE, 
TRIAL, 
&¢.,” &e. 


STAMPs. 


USED AND UNUSED, PRESENT AND OBSOLETE. 


r 





I defy comparison with any Dealers’ prices, Warranting their Stamps, 


20 page Catalogue forwarded on receipt of 15 cents. 


All Stamps WARRANTED 


GENUINE. 
All letters to contain stamp for reply, and addressed 


Room, 9, 


EF TRIiFET 


20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 


F. TRIFET’S ANNOUNCEMENT. 


ALBUMS. 
For a list of all the best Albums see page 51. 


ARMS OF ALL NATIONS. 
Beautifully colored and gilt, suitable for Hill’s 
Album. Post-paid, 25 cents. 


CONFEDERATE FAC SIMILES. 
About forty well executed fac similes of the 
stamps of the Southern Confederacy, one cent each, 
or the set Post-paid, 35 cents. 


CONTINENTALS. 
Well mixed European stamps at 30, 40, 50, and 
60 cents per hundred or $2.50, $3.50, $4.50, and 
$5.00 per thousand. 


FLAGS OF ALL NATIONS. 
Companion sheet to the arms of all nations.— 
Post-paid, 25 cents. 





HAMBURG LOCALS. 
The set of 116 all different. 75 cents 


PACKETS. 

Send for list of packets; I would particularly / 1 
recommend packets No. 3, 7, 13, 21, 25, 28, 80, 31, |} — 
32, 34,38, and 43. My list of packet is not|} 
equaled by any dealer on this continent, 


SETS. 
For list of sets see page 50. 
Natals, embossed issue, at $8.00 per set of seven. | 


UNITED STATES LOCALS. 
20 varieties, 25 cents ; 30 varieties, 50 cents; 50 va- 
rieties, $1.00; 75 varieties, $2.00,—WaRRANTED 
GENUINE, ; 
Address, 


Only ‘a few of the] 


| 


F, TRIFET, 
20 State St., Boston, Mass. © 


sutrisustasussuntsnnumsenmsniiscsanausbboonnnne ne 
intsiattanasteututantnensanentnndaliduditanisinieddiinanadiaaaneaiecmn cir 








A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO STAMP COLLECTING, 











BOSTON, 


JUNE, 1868. 








THE 


AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 


Published on the Ist of every month. 
F. TRIFET, Proprietor, 


20 STATE STREET, - BOSTON. 

& ———— 

TE RMS: 
Single Copies, - - §.10 
One Copy to One Address, One year, 5O 
Three Copies, ‘* 1.25 
Five 66 ee 6é 66 6é 2.00 
Eight 66 “6 66 ‘6 ‘6 3.00 


PayaBLE IN ADVANCE. 


The postage, 12 cents a year, must be paid at the 
office where the paper is received. 


No Advertisements Received. 





Address all communications as follows: 
AMERICAN Stamp MERcuRY, 
Box 444, Boston, Mass. 





NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 





PaRraGuay.—We now give an engraving of the 
stamp described in 


Our 
French cotemporary doubts 
this stamp and says, ‘‘ we 
have already spoken of the 
new trial made by the 
American Inventors, in the 
shape of a stamp for Para- 


our last numbers. 





guay. But thinking that the public cannot be ae, 
too much on guard against these little thefts, 
have decided to go to the expense of getting an en- 
graving that speaks more to the eyes than any long 
discourse.” We take it for a genuine stamp, and 
} shall have the pleasure of sending our friend the 
specimen in our collection to satisfy him of the 
same, 


ORANGE FreEE State.—Wealso give an engrav- 
RAFAT ing of the 1 penny stamp of the 
lately issued series. For the 
benefit of our readers we would 
say that the Free State of Or- 
ange is situated on the coast of 
Cape Colony and its stamps 
should be placed in the African 
portion of their Album. 








DEnMARK.—A new stamp has been added to the 
current series, viz: 8 skilling, color stone, perfora- 
ted and watermarked with a crown. 


Wortempurc.—lIt is said that a new value, 7 
kreuzer, slate blue, is to replace the 6 kreuzer as 
soon as the supply of the latter gives out. 

New Sovrn Watres.—A 
Stamp issued sometime since, 
but which had eseaped our no- 
tice, is represented in the an- 
nexed engraving; its color is 





red and it is perforated, 
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SwitzERLAND.--The third envelope; value 30 
centimes, light blue, has just been issued. 

Saxony.—Our rather small list of novelties 
closes this month with a 2 pfennige stamp, issued 
by the Dresden Express Company, and struck in 
blue on bands of white paper. 


REVIEW OF THE POSTAGE 
STAMPS 
IN THE FRENCH EXHIBITION. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF DR. MAGNUS, 
Extracted from the Philatelist. 

Journals of every size will not fail to inform their 
readers about the wonders of the exhibition in the 
Field of Mars, But if we may judge by the slight 
attention apparently paid by the public to the 
cases containing postage sifamps, and the disrespect 
evinced by the principal journals towards timéro- 
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maniacs, we must not expect any account from 
them of the riches of the exhibition in this respect. 
What may be seen there would be the glory of 
many an album. We hasten to make amateurs 
acquainted with the interesting objects in question. 

Whatever relates to postage stamps is dissemin- 
ated in several groups, and in a certain number of 
classes. In the first group, 5th class, engravings 
and medals; in the 2nd group, 6th class, printing 
and library productions ; and 8th class, application 
of design and labour to the useful arts; in the dth 
group, 40th class, productions of mines, metal 
work, &c.; in the 6th group, 59th class, material 
and appliances of paper, dying matter, and im- 
pressions ; in the i0th group, 89th class, material 
and methods for instructing children; and 95th 
class. instruments and special appliances for the 
use of first-class workmen. ‘The understanding 
scarcely follows the motives of this diffusion, but 
we leave the commission to justify itself. The 
following reason may be given. Postage-stamps 
may be regarded— 


ist. As works of art. 

2nd. As specimens of engraving. 

3rd, As printing products. 

4th. As necessitating special machines for en- 
graying or dividing them. 

5th. As elements of instruction. 

Accordingly, as examined under one of these 
heads they may enter one of the numerous classes 
admitted by the commission. We must really 
| make a reservation for the 89th class. 

We do not comprehend how a collection to be sold 
for £140 can be attainable by children, if even 
adults. We fancy the exhibition has been made 
the pretext for a little private commerce in postage 
stamps, whose apparent motive is the view ef M. 
de §.’s collection. Every time either ourselves or 
our friends have sought to visit this collection, 
some plausible pretext has been found for putting 
off its examination, such as fatigue, the multitude 
of visitors, the fear of soiling it, &c.; while these 
motives never existed with regard to the stamps 
for sale, 8. G. D. G. (sans garantie du gouverne- 
ment). It is true these latter are just such as may 
be found in tobacconist’s windows, and whose 
want of rarity is not redeemed even by cleanliness, 
Let us hope that this will be rectified, 

Our readers will allow us to conduct them 
by step into the middle of the exhibition. We 
will take care to indicate the place where each 
object can be found. Enter the 2nd gallery, dedi- 
cated to the material and appliances of the liberal 
arts; and, in obedience to the rules of courtesy 


step 
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towards our guests, turn to the right, and first 
penetrate into the English compartment. 

One name comes uppermost in our mind, and we 
immediately look for the case of M. De la Rue, 
that renowned manufacturer of Stamps for Great 
Britain, the English colonies, and other foreign 
countries. To our great surprise his name is wan- 
ting in the catalogue; but, in compensation, his 
exhibition is conspicuously apparent in the Rué 
d’ Angleterre, and that in a form conyenient for 
examination. It consists of black frames fastened 
toa pillar by one of their vertical sides, which 
may be examined in turn like the leaves of a book: 
There are objects of all sorts, caricatures, music, 
playing cards of every kind, all doubtless interes- 
ting, but foreign to our present purpose. The 
stamps are contained in five sheets. There are to 
be seen together, postage, bill and receipt, and 
various other special stamps, all, however relating 
to fiscal purposes. On the first sheet, in rows of 
six by eight, and all perforated ‘are: 

Bermudas: 1, 2, 6 pence, and one shilling. 

Vancouver's Island: 5 and 10 cents. 

Ceylon: The recently-emitted 3 pence. 

Natal: 1 Shilling. 

Malta: 4 penny. 

All these stamps are impressed in colour on 
glazed paper, and must bear the c.c. and crown 
watermark, 

[Here follows a description of the Natal, now 
familiar to our readers, but then first seen by the 
learned doctor. ] 

On a second frame we find four small sheets, 
each containing 15 Belgian stamps with the effigy 
of Leopold I.:— 

10 centimes, blue. 


20 “6 carmine. 
30 “ lilac. 
40 & green. 


also six sheet each containing 50 impressions of 
the 1 irane in light brown. 

It will be remarked that the colours are not the 
official ones. They are essays printed on card- 
board, but nevertheless, highly interesting. 

The third frame is likewise filled with stamps on 
cardboard, those of new South Wales, with the 
legend stamp puTy, values 4, 6, end 8 pence, 
1 shilling, 1s. 6d., 2shillings. These are rectangu- 
lar. Inthe midst is the Queen’s portrait in a 
circle, printed in lilac, with the legend, New 
SOUTH WALES STAMP DuTy. The rest of the stamp 
is filled in with coloured ornamentation. Above 
the circle is the value in figure, this is repeated 
below in letters. 

A fourth frame contains on the left a group of 
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the following 25 stamps in the official colours, 


| impressed on cardboard with the greatest care :— 


British Honduras: 1 penny, 6 p., 1 shilling. 

Confederate States: 1c., (Colquhoun), [who may 
this be, will the Phzlatelist tell us? Ep. Mercury.] 
and 6 c., (J. Davis.) 

Jamaica: Revenue, 1 penny, and the well known 
1$d and 3d.; postage. 2, 3, 4, and 6p., and ls. 

British Columbia: 3 pence, paleblue. 

Natal: 1 shilling, (previously mentioned.) 

Italy: the eight stamps emitted in 1863. 

Belgium: 30 centimes, green and carmine. 

Pendant to these, on the right, is a group of 25 
stamps, consisting of different fiscals, viz :— 

Jamaica: 1 p., 10 p., 5 shillings, 

Hong Kong: Stamp Duty, 3 25, 50 cents; 1, 2, 
3, 10 dollars. 

Great Britain : Ireland petty Sessions, green and 
pink. Registration companies, 6 pence blue, ditto 
pink. 1 sh. green, also violet, 5 sh. brown, £1 
green, also orange. 

Then follows a description of the new 6 shilling 


| stamp, impressed in three colours, green, orange, 


carmine, 

After these some Inland Revenue stamps, type 
different from those in use: green, brown, and 
violet. 

The interval of these two groups is occupied by 
three charming stamps destined for Australia. 
They represent a sheep in the midst of pasture- 
land, beneath which is the word ticensz and the 
value. 

2 shillings, lilac; 10 sh., green; 20 sh., brown. 

The rest of the frame is filled with different fiscal 
stamps, such as those of the Probate Court and 
the Matrimonial Cause. In the midst is the cur- 
rent set of English stamps, except the 1p and 2p, 
on cardboard but having no letters at the angles. 
Among these are two stamps apparently intended 
to complete the series. 

[The doctor then describes our recently issued 
10 pence and 2 shillings, remarking that the small 
corner squares, designed to contain the variable 
letters as well as the minute compartment appro- 
priated to the almost microscopic figure which 


‘used to puzzle collectors in these and the other 


English specimens, are all left vacant.] 
The colours of the specimens exhibited are— 
10 pence, sky-blue, orange, carmine, pale-brown. 


| 2 shillings, brown, green, blue. 


Below these appear the postage stamp of 
Cape of Good Hope: 6 p., 1sh., usual colours. 
Belgium : 30 centimes, light brown, blue. 
Natal: 1 shilling, green. 
Inland Revenue: 1 penny. 
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India, foreign bills: 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 12 annas, 1 
Tupee, Ir, 8a. 2, 3, 4 6, 8, 12, 18, 24 rupees, 5 
livres, 2 livres, 10 rupees, all alike on cardboard, 
rectangular oblong design varying with the value 
but all preserving a recognizable family appear- 
ance. 

Finally: the stamps of New South Wales, like 
the preceding in design, but different in colour. 

[Our writer proceeds to remark that apparently 
three new values are contemplated by the English 
post-office, but that perhaps the project will never 
take effect. He must be better informd long ere 
this.] 

The fifth frame contains stamps impressed on 
cardboard in black. The following may be seen—| 

Hong Kong: the complete postal series, 

India: 8 pies, 1 anna, 2a., 4a., last type, 6a. 
8p., new value, 8 annas. 

Jamaica: Reyenue and commercial stamps, and 
the complete postal set. 

New South Wales: lp. and 2p. current. 

Confederate States: the 1 and 6 cents already 
indicated. 

Bermudas, British Columbia, Vancouver, British 
Honduras, Cape of Good Hope, Bahamas, Malta, 
Sierra Leone, Mauritius: sets in use at various 
times. 

Italian commercials and postage-stamps of al) 
values, including the 2 c. and the new 20 c. 

India: Commercial, telegraphic, and foreign bill 
stamps. 

Italy; MARCA DA BOLLO stamps, emitted in 1862, 
and the three pasport and legalization stamps of 
the same period. 

Finally, the commercial stamps of Jamaica, the, 
Cape, Hong Kong, and India, [Our author pro- 
ceeds to describe the new Indian stamps, 6 annas 
8 p., already noted in this magazine. ] 

We remark, moreover, the telegraphic stamps of 
the same country. They are eight in number, and 
of the following values: 4 and 8 annas, 1 rupee, Ir. 
2a., 5, 10, 25, 50 rupees, They have Queen 
Victoria’s portrait twice repeated, with the ins- 
cription: GOVERNEMENT OF INDIA: TS&LEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT, All the values, asin the commer- 
cials are of different designs. Here is another 
country then which has adopted the system of pre- 
paying telegraphic despatches by means of stamps. 
A boon for amateurs who collect specimens of such 
a nature. 

What riches! How beautiful and fresh these 
stamps are at first sight! Yet a more attentive 
examination does not satisfy the mind. The im- 
pression is too faint. The nature of the glazed 
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paper does not allow the ink to penetrate. The 
surrounding ornaments are also much too clab- 
orate. They are pretty stamps; but they are not 
works of art. 

Would you know their designer? In a corner 
of a small compartment behind the 1st gallery, 5th 
class, is a modest frame bearing this simple indica- 
tion :—¥F, JOUBERT, LONDON, STEEL ENGRAVING IN 
RELIEF, 

Then are exhibited many well-known stamps, 
all impressed in black; all showing the central 
portion only, the frame being hidden under grey 
paper. We find there— 

India: Receipt, bill or draft, 4 anna. 

Hong Kong: 12 cents, 

Jamaica: 1 penny. 

Great Britain : Customs, 1 penny. 

Belgium: Portrait of Leopold I, without frame: 

Mexico: Portrait of Maximilian, without frame. 

Jamaica: 10 shillings, 

India: 4 annas, corners channeled, British 
Columbia and Vancouyer: 24 p. 

Portugal: 1nPosro Do sELLO, portrait of Don 
Pedro. 

Italy: MARCA DA BOLLO, 1 lira, 20 centesimi., . 

Confederate States: 5 cents, Jefferson Davis. 

Portugal: Portrait of Don Luis, without frame. 

We learn from the examination of this tableau 
that the stamps engrayed with Maximilian’s portrait 
arethe work of M.Joubert. It nevertheless strikes 
us that their impression took place in Mexico ; and 
what makes us think so is the staining of the paper 
owing to the bad management of the plate. The 
impression would have been better in London 
Among these portraits we remark that of J. Davis, 
It isa firmly-engrayed stamp, a true work of art 
and does honor to the house of De la Rue. 

Whatever opinion may be entertained of the 
value of these engravings, it is not a little flattering 
to our national self-love that Great Britain and the 
majority of English posessions are indebted for 
their stamps to a pair of Frenchmen. 


We must not quit the Englisn section without 
signalising in the lower part of a large frame, the 
5 and 10 centesimos of Montevido, figures with 
arms, impressed in black. This frame belongs to 
Messrs. Maclure and Macdonald of Glasgow, We 
find also in the glass case of Messrs. Causton, Jo- 
seph, and Son, London, among specimens of bank 
notes, two stamps whose usc it is impossible for us to 
pronounce, They represent a swan in an oyal. 
Aboye is w. ausrratia; below, onze PoUND. One 
is apure-brown, the other is orange. (Deed stamps 
probably.) We remark, moreover, the absence of 


stamps in the glass cases of seyeral exhibitors who | 
expose specimens of bank notes, &c., and the total 
absence of the productions of Messrs. Nissen and 
Parker, and Waterlow and Son. [To be continued.] 





POSTAL MISCELLANY. 


Tue Sr. Lovis Stamps.—‘ Le Timbrophile,”’ 
in its last number, has an article on these Stamps 
by which it proves that they are bogus. Al- 
though we have no objection to this, we mention 
the fact because it closes its argument by the 
following : 

‘© These Stamps probably come from that 
Bostonian factory which, lately, has the privi- 
ledge of inundating the market with stamps that 
have never existed but in the inventive brain of 
the director of said manufactory.”’ 

We do not deny the fact, but would state that 
we have nothing to do in the direction of the 
‘* Manufactory,’’ and to contradict all inference 
in that way that might be brought home to us. 


How T0 GET ANSWERS AND SAVE POSTAGE.— The 
Typographic Advertiser has the following under 
the above heading which we would call to the 
attention of our readers. The parts in Italics 
we add for our own benefit. 

Persons who expect replies to their letters in 
due course of mail ought to commit to memory 
the following obvious rules :— 

1. Write legibly, if you ean. If you cannot, 
get somebody that can to do it for you. Florishes are 
not essential. 

2. Date your letter. 

3. Give your town, county and state. (We 
may remark, by the way, that Congress should 
appoint a standing committee to change every 
duplicated name of town throughout the country, 
using the aboriginal terms as far as they will go. 

4. Use only as many words as will clearly 
express your meaning. 

5. When you order from parties who do not 
know you, give references, or better still, send the 
amouné of the order. 

6. Sign your name,—‘‘ yours truly’? not be- 
ing sufficient to identify the personality of the 
writer. You need not sign it more than once but 
have it plain, principally the initial of the last name. 

7. Ifthe subject matter relates solely to your 
own profit or convenience, enclose a stamp or a 

















| stamped envelope. 


| asample, be sure to do so. 
























We require tt in all cases. 

8. If you intend to enclose a money order, or 
Otherwise, we will not 
attend to it. 

9. See that the envelope is effectually closed. 

10. Put on the ful! amount of stamps. If you 
don’t put any on, your letter never reaches its des- 
tination. 

11. Address the envelope plainly and correctly. 
There is no need of putting such addreses as the follow- 
ing which we once received. 

F. TRIFET, 
Publisher of the Am. Stamp Mercury. 
20 State Street, 
Boston or 
or 57 Court Str. Box 444 Mass. 
dealer in Stamps. 

12. Post the letter. 

13. Call for the answer at the Post Office, and 
don’t let it come back to us endorsed ** Not called 
fon.” 

If, these precautions being used, you do not 
get a reply in due time, you may conscientiously 
rail at Uncle Samuel, and not blame us for the 
delay. 





Puzzles for Stamp Collectors, 





ENIGMAS. 


13 :—I am composed of 39 letters. 

My 25, 14, 27, 30, 16, 20, has lately issued stamps. 

© 2, &, 10, 18,12; 2, 15, 26, 8, 27, 2%, 32, 34, 
15, 27, 39, is the inscription on a Stamp. 

“ 5, 34, 16, 4, 8, 35, 19, 26, 1, is the value on a 
Venezuela Stamp. 

“ 34, 31, 6, 8,28, 28, 22,16, is the condition of 
U.S. stamps at the present time. 

‘© 38, 30, 28, 13, is what some stamps are. 

s 28,17, 20, 33, 9, 6, 37, 39, 13, 7, is a gratis 
stamp paper. 

“ 29, 35, 11, 16, 24, 16, 30, 16, isa country that 
uses stamps. 

“ 21, 14, 12, 29, 26, has but one stamp. 

“ 18, 14, 27, 8, 5, 34, 7, issued stamps in 1851. 

© 36, 37, 6, 30, is a West India Island that uses 
stamps. 

My whole is the name of two stamp publications. 
14.— I am composed of 54 letters, 

My 48, 33, 37, 4, 20,7, 19, 16, 33, 8, 26, 13, 33. 

33, 45, is the inscription on a stamp. 
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My 16, 40, 50, 1, 21, 4, 9, 88, 5, 4, 24, 38, 54, 14, 
30, 43, 51, 3, 33, 23, 43, 17, 22, 4, 25, 4, inscrip- 
tion on a stamp. 

33, 36, 18, 48, 6, is a country that has some 
rare stamps. 
“* 52, 16, 33, 46, 53, 40, 38, 41, is a country of 
Asia that uses stamps. 

15, 40, 10, 1, 42, 46, 11, 39, is a country in 
Europe that uses stamps. 

43, 20, 45, 26, 12, issued stamps in 1866. 

8, 15, 32, 4, 338, has had a large number of 
stamps. 
“ 17, 45, 27, 31, 26, 38, 10, 46, 49, 22, is a 
defunct stamp paper. 

47, 27, 10, 29, 11, 34, 40, 18, 50, issued stamps 
in 1857. 

35, 38, 33, 24, 34, 48, is one of the British 
Provinces that uses stamps. 

16, 33, 3, 50, 2, 4, 28, 39, 4, 33, 46, is the value 
on a stamp. 

“ 52, 38, 31, 44, 49, 10, 46, issued stamps in 1859. 
My whole is the name of a stamp album and its 
author. 
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Answers to Puzzles in Our Last. 


8.—Because they are green. 
9.—Because it takes notes. 
10.—The American Stamp Mercury. 
11.—Constantinople. 
12,—Wanted, contributors to puzzles. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Canada Envelopes. 
To the Editor of THE AMERICAN STAMP Mercury. 


Sir:—It has always been a desputed point, 
among philatelists as to whether the Canada en- 
velope stamps on buff paper were genuine govern- 
ment emissions, or myths gotten up fo sell. I my- 
self have been for some time fully convinced in my 
own mind that they were bogus, but as many doubt 
it, I herewith fpresent a letter received in answer 
to one addressed to the Post Master General of Ca- 
nada, by me. It is quite surprising to me to see 
that Messrs. Alfred Smith & Co, have included them 
in their catalogue, which I supposed was an axiom 
to go by, thinking that they did not assert fallacies. 
Should this come to their notice, I shall expect to 
see them omited in the next edition of their cata- 
logue, 


Post Orricre, QuEBEC, CANADA, 
April 30th, 1868. 
Srm :—Stamped envelopes were issued on white 
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paper, but never on buff. We have a new issue of 
stamps for the Dominion, the old issue being re- 
called. No envelope stamps under the new issue. 
R.iGseATTON, 
Ass’t P, M. G. 
W. A. K. Meriden, Con. 

The above letter proves the correctness of my 
former supposition, and fully proves the character 
of those stamps. 

Respectfully, 
W. A. K. 


Meriden, Conn. 





Answers to Correspondents, 





W.H.S. Easton, Pa.—l: The ‘‘Mercury”’ has 
over 400 subscribers. 2, We don’t know the 
owner’s name or the number of Stamps in the 
largest collection. The largest hereabouts consists 
of 2500, counting locals. Our own (two months 
since we began) numbers1700. 3. We cannot give 
you the names of the subscribers as it would not 
pay. 4. The firm you speak of is not a “ Hoax”’ 
but almost so. 65. We have most all the newly is- 
sued stamps for sale as fast as they come out. 6. 
All stamps sold by the publisher since June 1867 
are genuine. 

C. W. Norwich, N. Y.—Wells, Fargo & Co’s 
stamps were issued by them to prepay postage on 
letters and parcels conveyed by them, by their 
coaches on the overland route to California. They 
are now obsolete. 


InaquirEr.—We will give a list next month of the 
different varieties of Wurtemburg stamps that we 
should collect. 


J. W. P, Richmond, Va.—If you will send your 
stamps on for examination, we will tell you whether 
they are genuine or not. 


Merroporitan.—The ‘8. C. Record’’ has not 
been published since last November though we 
have its publisher’s word that it has not yet *‘ gone 
up.” 

C. W. A, New York.—Your Basle stamp is a 
forgery. 





Received Since Our Last. 


_ 


Tue AMERICAN JoURNAL or Putnatety; Nos. 
2 and 3. New York; The N. Y. Philatelic Society. 
This publication of which we have only seen the 
two last number and doubt the existence of the 
first is a 12 page octavo size paper, four pages being 
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devoted to New York dealer’s advertisement and 
the balance, in the number from which we write with 
the transactions of the New York Philatelic Socie- 
ty. A chapter on newly issued stamps, Editor’s 
Mail Bag, containing several articles, among them 
one taken from our pages and not credited, corres- 
pondence and other articles. It is well printed, 
but we would advice the publishers to use better 
paper, and not make the margin larger than the 
reading matter. 

As a whole, it is a nice thing and we hope that 
it will succeed and continue to flourish. 

Among the advertisements, we notice Con- 
federate 10 cts. rose head of Beauregard for sale 
cheap. Would our contemporary inform us what 
they are? our curiosity has been excited lately on 
the Confederate stamps. 





Le Trius ropuite, No. 42, Paris, France ; Pierre 
Mahe, 

N. E. P. O. Recorp; Nos. 11, 12, 13: and 
14, Boston, Mass. Wm. M. Kendall. 

[In this column we will give our honest and wn- 
restrained opinion of all and any Timbrophilic 
publication that may come to ournotice. If it 
deserves it, we will praise it, if it does not, we will 





criticise it, and hope their publishers will look on 
it in the same light, as we do and not expect 
‘‘ puffs” when they don’t deserve it.] 





ADVERTISED LETTERS. 


We have letters sent to the following addresses 
and returned to us as ‘‘ not called for.’? The 
| parties to whom they are addressed will please 
claim them within ninety days, or they will be 
destroyed. 
W. E. Cushing, Cleveland, Ohio. 
W. L. Rich, Yonkers, N. Y. 
A. F. Stoll, Orange, N. Y. (?) 
A. L. Selles, Westchester,— 
N. B. Strong, Hartford, Conn. 
Also a lot of stamps for a young lady in Hart. 
ford, who forgot to sign her name to the order. 


EWLY ISSUED SI'AMPS CHEAP, 
Austria, 2kr, 5 cts., 3 kr. 6 cts., Newspa- 
per stamp, 4 cts.; Austrian Iraty, 2 sld., 5 cts.; 
CanaDaA, 1-2 ct. 2 cts., 1 ct. 3 cts., 2 cts. 5 cts., 3 
cts. 8 cts., the set of 7, 90 cts.; Germany, 1-48. 
gr. 5 cts., 1-3 s. gr. 6 cts, 1-25. gr. 8 cts.; Ham- 
BURG, 1-2 sch. 6 cts.; Mompo Watuacura, 2 bani, 
6 cts., 4 bani 10 cts., 18 bani 35 cts.; Spary, 5 mill, 
5 cts., 10 mill 8 cts; Switzertanp 6 cent. env, 6 
cts., 10 cent, env, 8 cts.; VEeNnezureta 1-2 cent- 
ayo, 8 cts., 1 centavo 10 ets. 
All the above are unused and lately issued, 
F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 
Boston, Mass, 
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Switzerland 12 “ 35 
CHEAP SETS. “ envelopes 3 “ .30 
Tasmania 4 “6 20 
Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. Trinidad 3 “ .18 
’ ae *United States 1851 8 ae 1.10 
Antigua 2 Varieties $0.14 | *N. Y. P.O. § “ 2.50 
Austria 20 “ 60 | *Wells, Fargo & Co. 11 “ 2.00 
Austrian Italy 6 “ -20 | Victoria 6 “ 25 
Baden 10 se 30 | Western Australia 4 “ 225 
Bavaria, ’51—62, 8 % 20 | Wurtembur 8 “ 25 
Bavaria, ’67, 4 “6 15 a ; 
Bel phir 6 bs ‘90 F. TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 12, 
Brazil 5 “ 30 Boston, Mass. 
British Guiana, 4 “6 .20 
Brunswick 5 “6 25 
*Canada 1851 6 “ 6.00 Issued June Ist. 
erst ten ae ae 4 New and Mlustrated 
*Cape of Good Hope Sq. 4 ss 1.25 2 
*Cape of frvo-nf 25) DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 
*Egypt 1866 7 a 2.30 LBS 
* «6 1887 6 “ 2.00 CATALOGUE 
*France 4 # 12 OF 
“6 10 66 Us ‘ r i 
Germany, North, = 5 1s’ American‘and Foreign 
, , 
Germany South 10 «s 30 
Geioaae G2 * Postage Stam 
Great Britain 12 “6 *30 a ps, 
Greece 7 Varieties 80 
Grenada na hoe ei For Sale by F. TRIFET, 
*Hamburg Boten 116 ‘: 1d Sule ‘ 
ambur 4 ‘“ 20 |. Thisisa new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 
42am 8) - | issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
Hanover 6 MG 25 | and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps. 
Hong Kong 10 “ 4d All former prices cancelled from date. SEND FOR IT, 
India 6 “ 25 |. pene pos paid, to ai anes on avrane o : snaed 
*Jonian Islands 3 “ 50 blank shesté to wake Sets, Roe These ada be ordeal ie 
Italy 10 “6 .35 | advance. Price, 25 cents. Address 
es ' * = F. TRIFET, 20 State St., 
uxemburg ‘ Fil 
Meoklemburg Schwerin 4 “ £25 Boston, Mass. 
“abel Wallachia 1868, : . a ANTED! The following stamps in any quan- 
ate an tity. 
* « — embossed, 7 ss S300: |e 5 ; ! 
Med Be chawick 5 4 12 aN 3d., 6d. sterling, 10d,, 12d. and eny- 
Ss Wal “ AA i ae ig 
. oie | “ 29 | New Brunswick; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2 and 17 cents. 
*Nicaragua 2 i 49 | NEwrounpDLanD; 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and 
Norway 4 “ 20 12, 13, and 24 cents. 
Nova Scotia 5 “6 12 | Nova Scotra; 1, 3, 6, 12 pence, and 84 cents, 
Portugal 5 “ 30 Also all kinds of Hong Kong, India, Victoria, 
Prussia 25 ss -75 | Mexico, Salvador, New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
* 6 5 e -25 | other colonial and South American stamps. 
Queensland 3 ss 15 Persons having such will please send them on 
*Romagna 9 _ 1.75 | for inspection with the lowest prices pr. piece, 
Roman States, 6 a a dozen or hundred. F. TRIFET 
Russia 4 0} 6-6t. 20 State St. Boston, Mass. 
Salvador 4 ss : : : 
‘Saxony 12 s : 
Schleswing Holstein 4 sf ic UNITED STATES. 
* Sici “ 75 
ey. 4 “ 30 ai Set of Eight, including the 90 cent, aes 
‘ : * 10 “ *50 | unused, . . . . . . ’ 
fGen arama 6 “ .35 | Wells, Fargo & Co., Set of 11 unused, 2.00, 
* « July’ 67 4 “ 60 | N.Y. P.O. Set of Five," . - 2.60. 
* « Official, ’64, 4 “ .40 | The above are very cheap, and I have but a few 
£ ce eo 55, 4 “ .30 | sets on hand. 
Straits Settlement 6 “ 1.00 F. TRIFET, 20 Be ence 
Sweden 5 66 15 | 5—38t oston, Mass, 
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F. Trifet’s June 


A New Illustrated Price Catalogue. 


F TRIFET’S NEW CATALOGUE PUB- 
. lished June Ist, gives the description and 
value of every stamp issued from 1840 to June, ’68. 
It is illustrated with engravings of many new and 
rare stamps, and is the only complete catalogue pub- 
lished in America. 

Price 15 cents. Interleaved with blank pages for 
making notes, &c., 25 cents. 


40 Varteties for 25 cents. 
E TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF 
used stamps contains forty varieties, including 
Austria, Baden, Bavaria, Sweden, Canada, Swit- 
zerland, &c. All warranted genuine. 


Cheap Itakan Stamps. 
OMAGNA, SET OF NINE, $1.75; Sicily, 
set of seven, $1.75; Naples, set of eight, $1.25 
All unused and warranted genuine. 


New Canada Stamps in Packets. 
N THE ONE DOLLAR PACKET OF UNUSED STAMPS 
there is a 14, 1,2 and 3 cent stamp of the new issue of 
Canada, besides 36 other stamps All warranted genuine, 
18 Colonial Stamps for 25 Cents. 
FE TRIFET’S TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF 
e used colonial stamps contains 1® varieties, including 
Barbadoes, Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, &c.— 
All warranted genuine. 
Cheap Sets of Unused Stamps. 
| Ssh 1866, set of seven, $2.25. Egypt, 1867, set of 
4 six, $2.00. Canada, 1851, set of six, $6.00. Canada, 
1868, set of seven, 90 cents. Ionian Islands, set of three, 
50 cents. All unused and warranted genuine. 
20 Used aud Unused Stamps for 25 cents. 
HE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKEY OF USED AND 
Unused Stamps contains 20 varieties, including Greece, 
Brazil, Barbadoes, &c, All warranted genuine, 
Hamburg Boten Stamps. 
ETS OF 116, INCLUDING HAMER’S ADHESIVES & 
Envelopes, 2 sets of Hamonia, 4 of Scheerenbeck, 2 of 
Lafrentz, Krantz, &c , being the complete.set for 75 cents. 
Warranted genuine. 
The Cheapest Album advertised. 
ULREADY ALBUM NO. 1. BOUGHT UP TO 
the present time, spaces being provided for all new 
issues, small oblong, cloth, post free, 90 cents. 
This is the best Album, for the money, 


Fac Similes of Confederate Stamps. 
N RECEPT OF 25 CENTS, I WILL SEND 
F packet number four which contains 40 varieties 
of Confederate Fac Similes. They are well execu- 
ted and very cheap. A discount will be made ona 
dozen packets. 
The Cheapest Stamp Album. 
ONPAREIL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, ruled 
to contain over 1100 stamps, with the descrip- 
tion of current issue in English, French and German- 
Embossed cloth covers, post free 55 cents ! 
The latest Descriptive Catalogue. 
HE STAMP COLLECTOR’S HAND-BOOK.— 
It gives a description of all stamps issued from 
1840 to 1867 compiled by the late C. M. Seltz. Post- 
paid, 25 cents. 
The only Album containing Places for Revenues. 
WY ILL’S BOSTON STAMP ALBUM, contains 
: places for 3000 Stamps, is divided into coun- 
tries, each country haying sufficient spaces for all 
past present and future issues. Printed in carmine 
| ink, 4 to. cloth gilt sides, $3.00 post free, $3.25. 


For any of the 
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above address F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 


Announcements. 


The best Album_ published. 
ALLIER’S ALBUM, TRANSLATED INTO 


English from the seventh French edition. Con- 
tains a full description of all American and foreign 
stamps, with compartments arranged for the reception 
of each. This is the most complete Album published. 
Imperial oblong, 5.00, cloth, clasp, post free $5.50 half 
turkey morocco, better paper $7.00. 


15 unused stamps for 25 cents. 
OU CAN GET OF ME FIFTEEN UNUSED STAMPS 
for 25 cents., including Bavaria, Baden, Italy France 
&c. All warranted genuine. 


The best thing to meunt stamps. 
Ps eee PAPER. BY TAKING A SMALL PIECE 
of this paper, and'folding it in halves, you can firmly 
and neatly mount your stamps in your album by merely 
moistening it, and after fixing one half to the stamp, stick 
the other half on the book. Price, per package of ten 
sheets, 5cents and stamp. 


Veni Vidi, Vict, Series of Packets. 
EW PACKET LISTISSUED MAY 20TH. SEND 
one stamp forit. You will find on it many packets 
that cannot be equaled and mone that can be beaten by 
any dealer in this Country. 


Confederate Stamps, Cheap. 
Ne IS THE TIME TO FILL YOUR SETS. 1CENT 
orange, $3.00. 2cents green, $2.50. 5 cents green 
or blue, 60 cents. 10 cents blue. $1.00. 10 cent rose $2.50. 
Ten cents blue $2.50. All the above are the old issue, 
ery rare and cheap, also warranted genuine 


If you try other dealers and are not satisfied, try me. 
NLY ONE TRIAL IS SOLICITED AND IF NOT 
satisfactory, Iam willing to return the mony. This 
is an advantage that other dealers don’t give you. 


Cheaper than Ever. 
NITED STATES STAMPS, COMPLET SET OF 
1851 issue $1.10. Set of Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Ex- 
press Stamps $2.00. Set of N. Y. P. O. stamps, one 
stamp and four proofs, $2.50. All unused and warranted 
genuine. 
60 used and unused Stamps for 75 cents. 
EW PACKET NO. 25, CONTAINS 60 USED AND 
unused stamps. This packet is one of tle cheap- 
est of the list, contains no duplicates and all the stamps 
are genuine. 
Well mized European Stamps. 
ONTINENTALS IN LARGE OR SMALL LOTS, 
100 for 25 cents, 500 $1.15. Better quality 100 for 50 
cents; 500 $2.00. 


Wood cuts of newly issued Stamps. 
NGRAVINGS OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS 
These are eclectrotypes of well executed cuts and are 
suitable to illustrate dealer’s lists, circulars, &c. 17 vari- 
eties now ready, price $1.00 each, or $15.00 for the set 


pe spe cent ALBUM, No. 1. 


The American Stamp Mercury. 
eee READING FOR STAMP COL- 
lectors as well as others. The best Stamp Paper in 
America. Is always quotedas the authority. Subscription 
only 50 cents per year. Examine this number and if you 
are not a subscriber you will soon be one, 


a casa POSATGE STAMP ALBUM. 


175 Stamps for $3.00 
HE THREE DOLLAR PACKET OF USED AND 
unusel stamps contains 175 varieties including Hol- 
land, Western Australia, Hamburg 1868, also Germany, 
Wurtemburg Parma, new Canada, Turk’s Isand, Sardinia 
&c. All warranted genuine. 


Wanted to Buy 
TAMPS OF ALL KINDS, PARTICULARLY THE 
J first issue of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and New- 
foundland, Colonial stamps of all kinds, no matter how 
comon or rare, and all other stamps. Also collections. 
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Single Copies, - §$ 10 
One Copy to One “Address, One y ear, 00 
Three Copies, ‘‘ 1.25 
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The postage, 12 cents a year, must be paid at the 
office where the paper is received. 


ALL THE BACK NUMBERS CAN BE HAD. 


No Advertisements Received. 


a 


Address all communications as follows: 
AMERICAN Stamp Mercury, 
Box 444, Boston, Mass. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 





Our list this month is uncommonly small, and 
therefore few illustrations can be given, we hope 
next month to be able to give a better assortment, 
both of stamps and engravings. This time we 
commence with a beautiful set of stamps for 


~ Borryia.—We have seen but one value, the ten, 
but are indebted to the Journal of Philately for 
the description of the others. The design is a 
landscape in the centre, consisting of mountains, 
cattle, a star, &c. This is containedin an oval, 
covering part of flags, spears, &c., nine stars below. 
Correos DE Bortvia above, Diez Cenravos below 
and figures of value in upper angles. 

They are rectangular, perforated and unwater- 


| 








marked and consist of the following values: 
5 centavos green, 


10 is vermilion, 
50 6 blue, 
100 “6 yellow, 
500 6 black. 


Ecvapor.—We have in our collection a 12 real 
stamp, same design as the 4 and 1 real, color rose. 
Is this a newly issued, or a ‘discovery.’”’ We 
pause for a reply. | 

WortremBurG.—The 7 kreuzer stamp noticed in| 
our last is now in use. 

CoNFEDERATE StaTEs.—Once more we are cal- 
ee led to speak of the Jackson (?) 

~34 stamp by an article in the S. C. 

4 Magazine. This paper extracts 
Mr. Stephen’s letter in our April 
number and does not understand 
\ | part of it, Mr. S., speaking of, 

Pastime IRESS the one and ten cent stamps does 
not mean the TEN head of Davis, as the Magazine 
has it, but of the ten Jackson, We hope to see in| 
its next number the letter of Mr. St. George Offut 
which will, we think, warn the English Timbro- 
philist from being swindled by this humbug. To 
further help American collectors to detect it, we 
give an engraving of it, 

While on this subject we may state that a New- 
York firm has, we have been told, a postmarked 
specimen on a whole envelope, of the recently 
denounced St. Louis stamps. | 

Levant.—A new set of stamps has been issued | 
to supersede those now in use. They consist of) 

1 Kop., brown, 






| 





Os. 6' a5 Green, 
5 « blue, 
10 ‘* green and rose, 


All of them are on white paper and perforated. 


Norway.—A new value has appeared for this 
country. The design is the same as the last issue, 
1 skilling flock. 




















62 


THE AMERICAN 





THE VARIETIES OF THE 
~ WURTEMBURG STAMPS. 





By tHE Epiror. 





We do not propose in this short article to give a 
minute description of all the stamps of Wurtem- 
burg, but only of those which we think ought to be 
collected. Our ideas of collecting stamps are as 
follows : 

Ist. The real stamp as first issued. 

2d. Vhe different standard shades, not those done 
by the cffects of the sun or acids. 

3d. The different kinds of perforations. The 
mode of counting the number of holes is, to our 
minds, perfectly absurd. Why not collect stamps 
with thin or thick gum or no gum at all? It would 
not be more nonsensical. 


4th. Watermarks when they serve to denote the 


date of an issue, such as the 1855-6-7 Spanish. 
With the above rules we find 31 varieties of 
adhesive stamps have been issued for Wurtem- 
It is the list of these 31 varieties that we 
propose to give in this article. 
FiGuRE IN CENTER, 
I. No threads, unperforated, colored paper. 


1 
pure. 


1 Kr, buff, 

3 ‘* yellow, 

Ofss s seTeel. 

Da OSC, 

18 ** violet. 

ARMS. 
II. With silk thread, not perforated, white paper. 

1 Kr. brown, 

3 orange, 

6 green, 

DSS rOKe, 

18) * “blue: 


II. No thread, not perforated. 
1 Kr. brown, 


3 * orange, 

Ons ereen, 

9 ** rose, 
Gi ace maplues 


IV. No threads, perforated by machine. 
1 Kr. brown, 


3 ‘ orange, 
Gree =toreeny 
DEES ST OSe, 

18 ‘6 blue. 

VY. No threads, perforated by machine. 

1 Kr. green, 
3 ‘* rose, 
6 “ blue, 





| To the Editor of the AMERICAN Stamp Mercury. 








9 ‘ brown, 

18 ‘ orange. 

VI. No threads, perforated by roulette. 

1 Kr. green, 
3) 7855 rose; 
6 « blue, 
aress ‘6 
9 *‘ brown, 

18i7 ss foranges 


The above are what varieties we collect. besides 
which there are an average of two shades to each 
stamp making in all about 65 varieties. 

If our readers collect all these and do the same 
with each country they need not be astonished 
when they ask some magazine the number of 
stamps issued and they tell him 3000 and in the 
next answer ‘ Mr. So-and-So has 4000 stamps in 
his collection.” 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Canada Envelopes Again. 


Sir :— Prompted by a desire to put collectors 
on their guard, against being imposed upon, and 
wishing to settle a long disputed point, I wrote to 
the Post Master General of Canada, asking if the 
Envelope Stamps of that Province were ever prin- 
ted on buff paper. You know the result for the 
fact that I send you a copy of a letter received in 
answer, stating that they never were printed on buff 
paper. It would be supposed that information 
comming from that source would be an axiom to 
go by, but in this case it isnot. Ihave been la- 
boring under a great mistake. I have now re- 
ceived information on the subject, which warrants 
me in asserting the impression on buff paper to be 
Proofs and taken from the ;same dies that the white 
ones are printed from, ‘Therefore they are just as 
worthy of insertion ina collection as any proofs. 
I can present sufficient proof to establish the truth 
of this assertion if required. Asking pardon for 
thus encroaching upon your valuable space. 


I remain, Sir, Yours Truly, 


We Aw Ks 
Meriden, Conn. 


We differ from our correspondent. Proofs have 
been struck from the real dies on buff paper but 
only a few. ‘Those in question are in great number 
and they are forthcoming as fast as money to 
pay for them. We always did and always will 
consider these as well executed forgeries and beg our 
correspondent to ‘present sufficient proof’’ to 
establish the genuiness of these stamps and then, 


and not cill then, shall we believe in their genuine 
character. ; 
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| This is the new fangled term which a few egotists 

in Europe and a very few more in America, have 
in their self-sufficient wisdom decided to be the 
term by which the science of stamp collecting shall 
henceforth and for ever be designated. 

Before accepting the word however, it might be 
as well to ascertain whence the same high sound- 
ing term is derived. 

The coiners of the words gravely inform us that 
“Philately” is compounded from two Greek words, 
one of which means a friend and the other ezxemp- 
tion from tax and on the strength of these two 
words, the word “ Philatelist” literally *‘ antitax- 
ationist”’ is introduced to an enlightened com- 
munity. So far, so good; in that sense, we have 


no objection whatever to the word “ Philately,” 


nay more we are an ardent Philatelist ourself and 
have a righteous contempt for income rates, special 
licenses, manufacturer’s taxes, beer barrel stamps 
and other impositions as well as for the mercenary 
officials who impose them; but we respectfully 
submit that anti-taxationist and Stamp Collector 
are not synonymous terms, and further that not 
even the widest stretch of the imagination of the 
amateur lexicographers who coined the term can 
convince any sensible collector that the word 
‘“‘ Philately,” either in its derivation or literal 
sense, is in any way applicable as designating the 
science of stamp collecting and for which purpose 
we will venture the remark that the word ‘limbro- 
phily,has hitherto been found in every way sui- 
table without taxing either the patience of collectors 
or the brains (if they have any) of the pedantic 
egotists who coined the lovely phrase Philately. 


REVIEW OF THE POSTAGE 
STAMPS 
IN THE FRENCH EXHIBITION. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF DR. MAGNUS, 
Extracted from the Philatelist. 
[continued from page 56.] 

Among the English machinery, near the pyra- 
mid of Australian gold and the staircase leading 
to the gallery overlooking it, is all the apparatus 
pertaining to an English post-office. Separate 
tables for printed matter, &c., that on which 
letters are stamped, and the machine operating 
thereat, which is self-supplying with ink, and at 
one stroke inpresses both date and the character- 
istic mark of the issuing post-office, The different 












6s. 
| 
| 
| 


registered inscriptions are multiplied by means of, 
copying paper interposed between the sheet bearing | 
the actual writing and another, sometimes even a 
triplicate. Here is seen also both a simple letter- | 
weight, and a graduated one denoting grammes | 
as well as ounces. Farther on is the counter of, 
the post-office. On one side stands a pillar box | 
analogous to some in various parts of Paris ; on | 
another, a second box, fixed ina wall. We see, | 
too, a miniature model of the machine invented | 
by Messrs. Turner and Co., engineer, for lifting | 
both clerks and mails in the London General | 
post-office. Here ona table lie specimens of the| 
different bags employed; the vignettes for mark-_ 
ing them ; andeven the Argand lamp used in the 
travelling post-offices. The packets are now sup- 
supposed to be made up ready for transmission. | 
First we see a remembrance of the past—a minia- 
ture model of the Liverpool Royal Mail and ap- 
purtenances ; then railway carriages shooting 
along a small tramway. Every one stops for a 
view of this miniature train. It is the travelling 
post-office. Everything is complete, even to the 
apparatus for dropping the bags and receiving 
others at different stations without stopping the 
train. ‘The clerks alone are wanting, but com-| 
plaisant agents explain to you all these details. 
What then is needed? Actually nothing, for 
there are glass plates with coloured inscriptions for 
being affixed to lamps which indicate the nearest 
post-office; others in white ware for placing near 
the letter boxes to give necessary information ; 
charts showing the circulation of dispatches in the 
city of London; and a frame exhibiting a series of 
adhesives and envelopes. 

On the left: the twopenny envelope dark-blue, 
on white, with threads. Two dated penny enve- 
lopes on white. 

On the right: a dated penny envelope on bluish 
paper. A pair of penny envelopes with threads. 

In the center: a sheet containing a score of the 
large lettered threepenny labels in five rows. 

Below, to the left, in a line: Ip., black, florets 
at the angles; lp, amaranth, same design; 2p., 
blue, perforated, with letters at each corner; 3p., 








| carmine-pink, with small letters. 


Underneath : a sheet bearing a score of large- 
lettered fourpenies in five rows, anda similar one 
of sixpenies. 

In the centre: covers; the Mulready vignette, 
2p. blue and lp. black, with the usual postal re- 
gulations, 

On the right: a range of 4p., 6p., 9p., and Ish. 
adhesives, all with small letters. 
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Then a pair of sheets holding respectively twenty 
large lettered 9p. and Ish. in 5 rows. 

The whole breadth of the frame is taken up by a 
row ot cutenvelopes and embossed stamps of the 
following values: l1p., 2p., 3p., and undated 6p.; 
the 4d., 6d., and Ish., and the undated shilling 
and tenpenny. The undated ones are the adhesives 
of 1842. The others are fragments of envelopes: 

The frame is completed by four sheets of the 
following stamps in four ranks by five: 

The lp. black, lp. amaranth, and 2p. blue, each 
with four letters, the 3p. and the three halfpenny 
adhesive. The 3p. alone is perforated. The four 
letters of the last did not strike us as being of the 
same size as those on the essay known. 

We must add that all this material has been as- 
sembled by the care of Mr. Pearson Hill, which 
means that it has been formed with what may be 
termed paternal love, and with such attention as 
wouid be expected from the son of the celebrated 
promoter of postal reform in England. 

We earnestly advise our readers to visit this 
corner of the English exhibition, which will give 
them a good idea of the organization of postal 
service; for the procedure in England and in 
France is pretty much alike. 

Let us now return tothe French part of the 
exhibition, following the course of the ma- 
chinery. We first meet with the frames of two 
exhibitors, Class 59, between the rues of Alace and 
Normandy. One of them, M. Bordes, jun., 33 
Rue d’Amsterdam, Paris, prints postage stamps by 
help of a cylinder. This he exhibits, bearing 
twenty impressions inarow. These are not dis- 
posed in continuous perpendicular lines, but altern- 
ately the center of one corresponding with the 
lines separating those above and below it (like 
bricks in a wall, as described by ourselves in last 
month’s number). Worked off from this machine 
is a rouleau in appearence like those prepared for 
papering rooms, covered with stamps, whose num- 
ber we should estimate at 6,400, bearing the em- 
peror’s effigy in black, blue and carmine, but 
without specified value. We say nothing res- 
pecting the engraving, which serves principally to 
show the mode of impression, and this must cer- 
tainly considerably lessen the experse. 

The other exhibitor, M. Chezaud, announces a 
patent taken in 1863, and an addition thereto in 
1864, for printing stamps by means of a cylinder. 
His impressions are lineal, not alternating. There 
are several specimens of a blue stamp with the 
empcror’s head, and sheets of the same in green, 
A third, likewise on a sheet, represents a cadu- 














ceus in the center. All these have no specified 
value. The inventor announces that a million can 
be printed in an hour, which is certainly a surpri- 
sing fact. With regard to the engraving, we can 
but repeat what we said before on the subject. 

In the same machine gallery, M. Duloz, Class 
95 exposes specimens of metal engraving and pat- 
terns of impressions executed by means of these 
engrayings. He is the inventor of a procedure 
which is a wonderful combination of science ap- 
plied to the art of engraving, reproducing an artist’s 
design on copper, either in cameo or intaglio. 
From a plate made for tatlle-douce he forms a typo- 
graphic die. ‘This corner of the machine gallery is 
a branch of his workroom, where the plates are 
engraved and printed at the same time. All around 
figure the productions. In one frame are the 
Moldo-Wallachians, with Prince Couza’s effigy, 
four blue, two orange, two carmine, and four 
violet. In the centre are four of the French em- 
pire stamps, blue, lilac, orange, and carmine. In 
a similar frame are the Ottoman labels. In a 
larger one, near the door, are the Ottomans, both 
postal and chiffre-taze, in series of six, as well as 
the commercial labels of the same empire; then 
four sheets of Moldo-Wallachians, orange, violet, 
carmine and blue; then three rows of French 
commercials, blue, violet, and orange. 

Leaving the machine department for the second 
gallery, we again see Moldo-Wallachians in the 
glass case of M, Stern, Class 8, 228. In the centre 
of a frame is the prince’s photograph which served 
as a pattern for the engraver, and around it the 2 
paras in ochre, biue, carmine, and violet, and the 
5 paras in violet. Then follow a copperplate with 
30 of the 5p. stamps, and some sheets impressed 
with the dp. in vermilion, blue, carmine, and bistre. 
Below are the three steel dies of the 2, 5, and 20 
paras. These stamps are simple as to composition, 
yet not devoid of elegance and gracefulness. It is 
not the designer’s fault if the effigy they bear re- 
sembles a goodly gendarme. M. Duloz engraved 
these; but the revolution which broke out at 
Bucharest inthe beginning of last year, overthrowing 
the prince’s government, did not allow the emis- 
sion of this series, which could but give the Rou- 
manian population a high idea of French art. 

M. Stern’s exhibition contains, moreover, a 50 
centime stamp forthe Haitian Republic. When 
the restless citizens of this black repnblic shall 
think proper to gratify themselves with postage 
stamp, we hope they may apply to this engraver. 

Not far off, in the same room, Class 90, 68, is a 


large tableau, reproducing all the types which 
have appeared in the Magazin Pitoresque. ‘Then 
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M. Riester, Class 8, 207, among other ornamental 
engravings, exhibits his two essays for Egypt and 
Bolivia. 
Class 6, 108, contains the same engraver’s essay 
for San Marino. 


M. Gasté, the lithographer’s glass case, 


In M. Poitevin’s cases we again find the Otto- 
man stamps, for this engraver's exhibition is in two 
parts. In one are found entire sheets of the 10 
paras, the 20 p. stamp and chiffre-tare, the 1 piastre 
and the 2p. and a quarter of a sheet of 5 piastres. 
There are to be seen, morover, the French commer- 
cial and telegraphic, of which we shall speak anon: 
On one side the glass case in two rows of eight 
stamps each, may be seen the Ip. pearl-grey, the 
2p. blue, the 5p. red, and the 25p, orange, as well 
as the 10 paras green, the 20p orange-yellow, and 
the brown 25 piastre chiffre-taxe. ‘The other case, 
in a neighbouring room, presents French timbre de 
dimension, erroneously termed stamps of values 
worked off under M. Poitevin’s directions in his 
stamp atelier. The values and coloursare six, viz 
20 centimes, lilac-grey ; 50c., bistre; | franc green? 
1.50, brick; 2f., pale-blue; 3f., carmine. All these’ 
alike in design, depict the arms of the French 
empire on a shield, upon the imperial mantle, sur- 
mounted byacrown. There details are lost in the 
lines of the groundwork, and all effects destroyed 
for that reason. The impression is, moreover very 
defective. The same case contains the intended 
French telegram stamps. They are very similar in 
type to the old adhesive dimension labels; repre- 
senting a crowned eagle holding a thunderbolt, 
within a coloured oval. At the upper angles are 
bees; at the lower is the value in figures. The 
word TIMBRE-TELEGRAMME, and the value come 
out inthe oval, in white on colour. There are 
four values of them: 650 centimes, green; 25c., 
carmine; 2 francs, violet; 1f., ochre. The cesig- 
ner of the engraving is M. Oudiné, to whose art 
are due some remarkable medals and coins, among 
others those of the French Republic. We imagine 
these stamps have been modified on the primitive 
die, and multiplied by the method of M. Duloz. 


[To be continued. ] 








Answers to Puzzles in Our Last. 





13.—Le Timbrophile and the American Stamp 
Mercury. 

14,—The Illustrated Postage Stamp Album and 
Catalogue by G. Banschke. 


| Limbrophi-y brings to our notice, 





POSTAL MISCELLANY. 


(= Lerrers directed with lead-pencils are now 
sent to the Dead Letter Office. 

f=°Princr Micuex of Servia was assasinated 
while walking with his cousin and a lady some 
day last month. We would not call the attention 
of our readers to this, were it not to say that we 
doubt if one out of a thousand persons, besides 
“stamps collectors, in this country, ever heard of 
this man’s name, before it was made so public by} 
his death. The same might be said of Heligoland, 
Orange Free State, and other countries which 






















Answers to Correspondents, 











F. A. D.-Montrose, Pa.—By the looks of things 
we should judge that all the values of United 
States stamps will be embossed. 


J. F.S.-New York.—The Prussian official or|f 
special stamps are printed on gold beater’s skin on 
the wrong side, therefore when once stuck on the 
paper they cannot be pulled off without spoiling |f 
the impression. 

W. J. R.-Albany, N. Y.—Our object in having 
the initial of the last name of correspondents is 




























this, letters directed to Post Offices are placed in 
pigeon holes according to said initial and if we 
write “A. B, Hodge,” instead of ‘A. B. Dodge,” 
it is very likely that the letter will never be 
delivered, 


G. W. W. W.-Portsmouth, N. H.—1. Your 
enigma is not quite up to the standard, Try again. 
2. Our publisher does not ‘‘swap” stamp for stamp. 
Send your duplicates and state the lowest price 
you want in cash and state what stamps you want 
for that amount. 

G,. F. H.-Montclair, N. J.—The statement of 
a dealer to you, saying that he cowld sell cheaper 
than any one else, is not true, for there are plenty 
European dealers and our own publisher that can 
and does undersel him. 


























We would also advise the same party to stop 
using his influence, if he has any, with our cor- 
respondents, for his statement to you that F. Trifet 
sells from 25 to 100 per cent in advance of cost 
is, to use a mild term, alic. If nothing else can 
be done to stop this, we will give him the benefit 
of a free advertisement in our columns, name and 
all. 
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Received Since Our Last. 








restrained opinion of all and any Timbrophilic 
publication that may come to our notice, hit 
deserves it, we will praise it, if it does not, we will 
criticise it and hope their publishers will look 
on it in the same light, as we do and not expect 
“puffs” when they don’t deserve it.] 








A Descriptive CATALOGUE oF AMBRICAN AND 
Forrten Postace Stamps, By F. TRIFET, Boston 
—We have before us this well arranged and printed 
catalogue which is by far, the best thing ever 
published in America and equals, if it does not 
surpass any thing of the kind yet issued in Europe. 
We do not like to praise our own publisher’s work, 
but “honor to whom honor is due’’ is our motto 
and therefor we can not let the occasion pass without 
giving the public at least a deseription of it. 

As the name implies it is a complete catalogue 
of all stamps issued from 1840 to the latest moment 
of its going to press and the prices at which they 
can be had of the publisher. Itis very correct 
and a novelty has been introduced in the manner of 
placing the date of issue, they being in a column 
instead of forming headings. The cuts, though 
not numerous, are beautifully engraved and the 
whole thing is gotten up in astyle and manner that 
deserves the highest praises to the printer as well 
as compiler and publisher. Few mistakes are to 
be found, and those not material ones being only 
typographical ; and last, though not least, the 
prices at which the stamps quoted are so low that 
many prominent dealers blame the publisher for 
putting them such. Quarterly supplements are to be 
issued, and bound with the catalogue, which will 
be sold for the same price, 15 cents. 





































ADVERTISED LETTERS. 












within ninety days, or they will be destroyed. 
W. E. Cushing, Cleveland, Ohio. 
W.L. Rich, Yonkers, N. Y. 
A. F. Stoll, Orange, N. J. 
A. L. Selles, Westchester, — 
O. Zabel, 254 N. 15th.’St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. Lawson, West Chester, N. Y. 










ford, who forgot to sign her name to the order. 






[In this column we will give our honest and un- | 








We have letters sent to the following adresses 
|| and returned to us as “not called for.”” The parties 
|| to whom they are addressed will please claim them 


Also a lot of stamps fora young lady in Hart- 


HE PUBLISHER BEING DESIROUS OF 
completing his Philatelic Library is in want 

of the following Papers and Magazine. 
Tux Stamp Cottuctors Monruiy Gazette. All 


above No. ll. 

Tue Postmans Knock. Nos. 6 aud 7. 

Yur Stamp Ccottecrors Rrcorp. Nos. 1 and 2 of 

Montreal Series. 

Tne Corn anp Stamp Journat. Chicago, Dlinois. 

INGSS (i ethos 

Tux Currosiry Suop. Complete file. 

Tur Lonpon anp New York Stamp CoLvEctors 
Review. Both numbers, 

Tue Stamp Journat. No. 1. 

Tue Sramp Buyer. File. 

Tue Coin anp Stamp Cortectors Magazine. 
Nos. 1 to 4, 6, 7, 10 to date inclusive. 

Tue Cottectors’ GuipE, Boston, Mass., Nos. 1 
to 6, and above 8. , 

Also files of any Foreign publications excepting 
the S. C, Macazine, THE Purbaterist, and Lz 
TIMBROPHILE. 

Persons having the above or any part of them, 
will please address, giving description, condition, 
and price. 

F, TRIFET, 
20 State St, 
Boston, Mass. 


UTS OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 
They are suitable for illustrated dealers lists, 
papers, envelopes &c. 18 different types are now 
ready. Price $1.00 each. F. TRIFET, 
20 State St. Boston, Mass. 





LAGS OF ALL NATIONS; beautifully 
colored; suitable for Hitx’s Album, 25 cts. 
Arms of all Nations, 25 cents. 
F. TRIFET, 
20 State Street, Room 9. 


EWLY ISSUED STAMPS CHEAP, 
Austria, 2kr. 6 cts., 3 kr. 6 cts., Newspa- 


per stamp, 4 cts.; Austrian Iraty, 2 sld., 5 cts.;° 


CANADA, 1-2 ct. 2 cts., 1 ct. 3 cts., 2. cts. 5 cts. 3 

cts. § cts., the set of 7, 90 cts.; Grrmany, 1-45. 

gr. 5 cts., 1-3 s. gr. 6 cts. 1-2 s. gr, 8 cts.; Ham- 

BURG, 1-2 sch. 6 cts.; Motpo Watzacuta, 2 bani, 

6 cts., 4 bani 10 cts., 18 bani 35 cts.; Spain, 5 mill, 

5 cts., 10 mill 8 cts.; SwirzERLanp 6 cent. cny, 6 

cts., 10 cent, envy, 8 cts.; VENEZUELA 1-2 cent- 

ayo, § cts., 1 centavo 10 cts. 

All the above are unused and lately issued. 
F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 

Boston, Mass. 


















































SLAMS, MEERCUR=: 67 
*United States 1851 8 “6 1.10 
CHEAP SETS ON FYE PTO. 5 “6 2.50 
‘ r *Wells, Fargo & Co. 11 “ 2,00 
Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. Victoria 6 “ 25 
Austria 20 Varicties $0.60 | Western Australia 4 “ 25 
Austrian Italy 6 & .20 | Wurtemburg 8 “ 25 
Baden 10 « 30 F ; 
Bein 26163, 8 " "90 . TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 12, 
Bavaria, ’67, 4 ac 15 | Boston, Mass. 
Belgium 6 a =e 
Bermuda, 4 “6 45 
Brazil 5 % "30 Issued June 1868. 
British Guiana, 4 6 i 
Brunswick 5 ‘s 25 i i 
*Canada 1851 Ota: 6.00 ff Vew and Hliustrated 
“ 60-68 8 es 15 
Se TR seit 0) DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 
|*Cape of Good Hope Sq. 4 a 1.25 uae 
Denmark 5 20 15 ie 
*Egypt 1866 7 ss 2.30 CATALOGUE 
Oe 61887 6 “s 2.00 he 
*France 4 6 an 
“ 10 ee “ + . e 
eee aaNet", (10%, ie »0/ American and Foreign 
Me ana 66 is 68: 3 “ -20 
Germany South 10 + 30 
ana * 2 : | Postage Stamps 
Great Britain 12 “6 30 9 
Greece 7 Varieties 30 
ere eet EN fe ‘For Sale by F. TRIFET, 
Hamburg, 6 Me 95 This is a new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 
Hanover _ *, ~ | issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
Holland, 2) 4 +10 | and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps. 
Hong Kong 19 66 45 All former prices cancelled from date. SEND FOR IT. 
. a 6° rv, 25 Sent, post paid, to any address on receipt of 15 cents, or 
India “e 5 three cent Stamps. A few copies will be interleaved with 
*Ionian Islands 3 K -50 blank sheets to make notes, &e, Price, 25 cents. 
Italy 10 ot 35 Address 
poriricn i are. i ee F. TRIFET, 20 State St., 
Mecklemburg Schwerin bs +29 
Moldo Wallachia 1868,.3 20 Boston, Mass. 
Natal 3 “6 15 
| we embossed, 7 “ 8.00 ANTED! The following stamps in any quan- 
New South Wales 4 Cs .20 tity. j 
|New Zealand 4 ss -20 | CanavA; 4d., 6d. sterling, 10d,, 12d, and eny- 
| *Nicaragua 2 is 40 lopes. 
| Norway 4 -20 | New Brunswick; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2 and 17 cents. 
| Oldenburg, nee ‘18 | NewrounpLanp; 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and 
| Prussia 25 < 75 12, 13, and 24 cents. 
Bin S 5 ” Nova Sco714; 1, 3, 6, 12 pence, and 84 cents, 
Queensland : a 1.75 Also all kinds of Hong Kong, India, Victoria, 
nae ae 6 a "39 | Mexico, Salvador, New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
iseay pales, 4 PP 99 | other colonial and South American stamps. 

S See alee 4 “ 15 Persons having such will please send them on 
Saxony 12 ‘“s .40 | for inspection with the lowest prices pr. piece, 
ie Elolstet 5 ‘ .25 | dozen or hundred. F.. TRIFET 

Schleswing Holstein 20 : 
*Sicily 7 “ 1.75 20 State St. Boston, Mass. 
~ar*Servia 4 &s a1 
Spain (all issues) 10 “ 5 
Sec sae 6 BB UNITED STATES. 
, 50 
pte July’ 67; é ¥ 10 The Set of Eight, including the 90 cent. 1851 
* « Official, 754, 4 = ea g $1.10, 
* 66 “ec 5d, 4 “6 3 ’ . 3 . . . . ‘ 
; J 4 f 1B! d 2.00 
Straits Settlement 6 “ ee! wee Wf ae ae nek of 11 unused, el 
5 “sé ‘ ok . . ” , . . . . . 
P asea 12 “ .35 | The above are very cheap, and I have but a few | 
i - .30 | sets on hand. 
Pe ann ers gua tee Ee F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 
Trinidad 3 “6 18 Boston, Mass. 
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F. Trifet’s July 


A New Illustrated Price Catalogue. 


TRIFEWS NEW CATALOGUE PUBLISHED, 
June ist. gives the description and value of every 
istamp issued from 1849 to June 68. It is illustrated with 
engravings of many new and rare stamps, and is the only | 
complete catalogue published in America. 

Price 15 cents. Interieaved with blank pages for making 
notes, &c., 25 cents. 


68 





F. 


40 Varieties for 25 cents. 


stamps contains forty varieties, including Austria, 
Baden, Bavaria, Sweden, Canada, Switzerland, &c. All 
warranted genuine, 


Cheap Italian Stamps. 
OMAGNA, SET OF NINE, $1.75: SICILY, SET 
ot seven, $1.75; Naples set of eight, $1.25. All un- 


HE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF USED | 


STAMP MERCURY. 


Announcements. 


15 unused stamps for 25 cents. 
OU CAN GET OF ME FIFTEEN UNUSED STAMPS 
for 25 cents., including Bavaria, Baden, Italy France 
&c. All warranted genuine. 


The best thing to mount stamps. 

DHESIVE PAPER. BY TAKING A SMALL PIECE 
£X% of this paper, and folding it in halves, you can firmly 
and neatly mount your stamps in your album by merely 
moistening it, and after fixing one half to the stamp, stick 
the other half unto the book. Price, per package of ten 
sheets, 15 cents and stamp. 

Veni Vidi, Vici, Series of Packets. 
7EW PACKET LISTISSUED MAY 20TH. SEND 
i one stamp forit. You will tind on it many packets 
that cannot be equaled and none that can be beaten by 
any dealer in this Country. 540 have been sold since May 
20th. 








used and Warranted genuine. 


New Canada Stamps in Packets. 

N THE ONE DOLLAR PACKET OF UNUSED STAMPS 
there is a 14, 1,2 and 3 cent stamp of the new issue of 
Canada, besides 36 other stamps All warranted genuine. 


18 Colonial Stamps for 25 Cents. 


TRIFET’S TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF 

used colonial stamps contains 1° varieties, including 
Barbadoes, Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, &c.— 
All warranted genuine. 


Cheap Sets of Unused Stamps. 


4 GYPT, 1866, set of seven, $2.25. Egypt, 1867, set of 


six, $2.00. Canada, 1851, set of six, $6.00. Canada, 
1868, set of seven, 90 cents, Ionian Islands, set of three, 
50 cents. All unused and warranted genuine. 


20 Used aud Unused Stamps for 25 cents. 
TNHE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKETS OF USED AND 
Unused Stamps contains 20 varieties, including Greece, 
Brazil, Barbadoes, &c, All warranted genuine. 


Hamburg Boten Stamps. 
ETS OF 116, INCLUDING HAMER’S ADHESIVES & 
Envelopes, 2 sets of Hamonia, 4 of Scheerenbeck, 2 of 
Lafrentz, Krantz, &c , being the complete set for 75 cents. 
Warranted genuine. 


The Cheapest Album advertised. 
ULREADY ALBUM NO. 1. BROUGHT UP TO 
; the present time, spaces being provided for all new 
issues, small oblong, cloth, post free, 90 cents. 
This is the best Album, for the money. 


Fae Similes of Confederate Stamps. 


N RECEIPT OF 25 CTS., 1 WILL SEND PACKET 

number four, which contains 40 varieties of Confede- 

rateFac Similes. They are well executed and cheap. A 
discount will be made on a dozen packets. 


The Cheapest Stamp Album. 
ONPAREIL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, RULED 
to contain over 1100 stamps, with the description of 
current issue in English, French and German. Embossed 
cloth covers. Post free 55 cents! 


The latest Descriptive Catalogue. 
HE STAMP COLLECTOR’S HAND-BOOK. — IT 
gives a description of all stamps issued from 1840 to 
1867 compiled by the late C. M. Celtz. Postpaid, 25 cents. 


The only Album containing Places for Revenues. 
ILL’S BOSTON STAMP ALBUM, CONTAINS 
places for 3000 stamps, is divided into countries, each 
country having sufficient spaces for all past present and 
future issues. Printed in carmine ink, 4to. cloth gilt 

sides, $3.00; post free, $3.25. a 


The best Album published. 

7 ALLIERS ALBUM, TRANSLATED INTO English 

from the seventh French edition. Contains a full 
description of all American and foreign stamps, with 
compartments arranged for the reception of each. This 
is the most complete Album 
8 vo., cloth, clasp, 
better paper, $7.00. 





published. Imperial oblong, 
post free $5.50; half turkey morocco, 





Confederate Stamps, Cheap. 
li aed IS THE TIME TO FILL YOUR SETS. 1 CENT 
IN orange, $2.50. 2cents green, $2.00. 5 cents green 
or blue, 60 cents. 10 cents blue. $1.00. 10 cent rose $2.00. 
Ten cents blue $2.00. All the above are the old issue, 


_} very rare and cheap, also warranted genuine 


If you try other dealers and are not satisfied, try me. 

NLY ONE TRIAL IS SOLICITED AND IF NOT 
O satisfactory, I am willing to return the money. This 
is an advantage that other dealers don’t give you. 


Cheaper than Ever. 
NITED STATES STAMPS, COMPLETE SET OF 
1851 issue $1.10. Set of Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Ex- 
press Stamps $2.00. Set of N. Y. P. O. stamps, one 
stamp and four proofs, $2.50, All unused and warranted 
genuine. 


60 used and unused Stamps for 75 cents. 
EW PACKET NO. 25, CONTAINS 69 USED AND 
unused stamps. This packet is one of the cheap- 
est of the list, contains no duplicates and all the stamps 
are genuine, 


Well mixed European Stamps. 
ONTINENTALS IN LARGE OR SMALL LOTS. 
100 for 25 cents, 500 $1.15. Better quality 100 for 50 
cents; 500 $2.00. 


Wood cuts of newly issued Stamps. 
NGRAVINGS OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS 
These are electrotypes of well executed cuts and are 
suitable to illustrate dealer’s lists, circulars, &c. 18 vari- 
eties now ready, price $1.00 each, or $16.00 for the set 


Extraordinary Success. 
AY 20TH. I ISSUED MY NEW PACKET LIST 
called “‘ the Vini, Vidi, Vici, series? and am most 
thankful for the number of them that have been ordered. 
No better advertisement of these popular packets can be 
made than to state that 540 have been sold since they 
were first issued, May 20th to June 30th. 


The American Stamp Mercury. 
NTERTAINING READING FOR STAMP COL- 
lectors as wellas others. The best Stamp Paper in 
America. Is always quoted as the authority. Subscription 
only 50 cents per year. Examine this number and if you 
mes pot a subscriber you will soon be. Back numbers sup- 
plied. 
Flags and Arms of all nations. 


ICELY EXECUTED AND SUITABLE FOR HILL’S 
or any other album, two. sheets, being over 75 flags 
and arms. 25 cents each. 


175 Stamps for $3.00 
HE THREE DOLLAR PACKET OF USED AND 
unused stamps contains 175 varieties including Hol- 
land, Western Australia, Hamburg 1868, also Germany, 
Wurtemburg Parma, new Canada, Turk’s Isand, Sardinia 
&ec. All warranted genuine. 


Wanted to Buy 
TAMPS OF ALL KINDS, PARTICULARLY THE 
first issue of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and New- 
foundland, Colonial stamps of all kinds, no matter how 
common or rare, and all other stamps. Also collection,, 


For any of the above address F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 
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A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO STAMP COLLECTING, 




















BOSTON, AUGUST, 1868. 














THE 


AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 


Published on the Ist of every month. 
F. TRIFET, Proprietor, 





20 STATE STREET, - BOSTON. 
TERMS: 
Single Copies - = § .10 
One aanude One ‘Address, One year ’ 50 
Three Copies, ‘* 1.25 
Five 66 6 66 66 “é 2.00 
‘6 “6 66 ‘6 66 3.00 


EHiight 
PayaBLe IN ADVANCE. 


The postage, 12 cents a year, must be paid at the 
office where the paper is received. 
ALL THE BACK NUMBERS CAN BE HAD. 





No Advertisements Received. 





Address all communications as follows: 
American Stamp Mercury, 
Box 444, Boston, Mass. 





NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 





Boxrvia.—We present our readers with a cut of 
the Newly Issued 10 centavos 
As 


our readers will perceive, it is 


stamp for this Republic. 


a beautiful design and is buta 
fit pendant to the Peru, Costa 
Rica, and other stamps en- 
graved by the American Bank 
Note Company. 





Norway.—The series is now complete by the ad- 
Tdition of a 3 skilling stamp, lilac. 


Soutn Avustratia.—The stamps issued to the | 
officials are now stamped with the initials of the 
department in which they are used and to such 
collectors as make a difference between the convict’s 
and honest people’s stamps of West Australia aford 
a large addition to their collection as there are some 
forty varieties. 


Ecuapor.—The 12 reales stamp noticed in our 
j] last was issued early in the year: 









| The set of Ecuador stamps now 
| consist of five stamps, viz: 

1-2 real blue, 1 real green, 
; 1 bistre, 4 
= : 3 12 reals, rose. 
The firat titres aed the last is of the same design 
as the cut above. 


“6 ec rose, 








Our “Local” Stamps. 


BY 8. A. T. 


The term Local however indefinite has finally 
berome the term by which all Postage stamps of a 
non official character are indicated, but more partic- 
ularly has the term local been used to designate the 
thousand and one issues of the Expresses, Express 
Posts, Private Post-offices aad delivery Companies 
of the United States. 

Much has been written and rewritten and surmis- 
ed and misstated by our British and Foreign cotem- 
poraries in relation to this peculiar feature of 
American Institution and it says but little for their 
apt comprehension that we noted a month or two 
since that the business Envelope of the recently or- 
ganized Merchants Union Express Co, was gravely 
catalogued asan undoubted ‘*Local.” 

The foreign Journals have also frequently given 
valuable information about how the Government |f 
abolished the ‘Local’ Institution ; how Welis, Far- 
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go’s Stamps were of a semi-official character, in 
what years such and such stamps were issued 
usually winding up with the information that what- 
ever may have been long ago of a surety, locals ex- 
isted no more, as the “Government had abolished 
them.” 

Of course the readers of those Journals would 
never dream of questioning the statements made 
therein, to do so would be a heresy of the deepest 
| dye, deserving the fate of being obliged to own a 
collection lacking a light yellowish-brown-grey, 
South Australia, or a 9x14 perforated Belgium ; for 
further particulars regarding which see a late num- 
ber of one of the Periodicals aforesaid, But re- 
garding locals we propose to give a full, perfect and 
authentic account of the various classes of Locals as 
they appear at the present time reserving an ac_ 
count of their mode of operation for future treat- 
ment. 

The Local Stamps of the United States may be 
classified as consisting of Seven different kinds. 

Ist. Original impressions which aré very scarce. 

2d. Reprints of the originals which are common 
and between which and the originals it is at all 
times difficult to discriminate from the fact of their 
being in one ‘sense identicall y the same, and the 
absence of authentic proof that no originals existed 
in the many different shades of paper and colors 
of ink in which the admitted reprints are commonly 
found. 


8d. Fac-similes of the originals between which 
and the originals it is difficult to discriminate the 
designs being mostly simple and easy of imitation. 

4th. Mythical stamps or designs originated by 
inventive genie both in Europe and America, but 
which never had any existence save in the fertile 
imagination of the parties who cuncocted them, but 
which being usually neat designs have in great 
|| measure been accepted as genuine stamps. 





5th. The Business envelopes and labels of several 
of the existing express companies which while 
being certainly attached to parcels in envelopes or 
otherwise never had any meaning as a frank or for 
purpose of prepaying any parcel or other article 
but which through misapprehension have been clas- 
sified as locals. 


6th. Stamps of many various devices, styles and 
colors issued by real bona fide existing Express Posts 
(not Expresses) for purpose of sale to collectors 
but which if attached to a letter for transmission by 
their present institution would be regarded as 
worthless for purposes of prepayment, 


7th. Under this head may be mentioned the 
Sanitary Fair Stamps for which the sum indicated 
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on their face was charged, but which the recipient |f 
of the letter was again called upon to pay, the letters 
being ready written to order by the Young Lady jf 
P, O. officials, and the College Stamps both Postal 
and Revenue, for which 2 per cent is charged to the | 
student but which sum, of which he must keep ac- || 
count, is refunded to him when leaving the college, a 
College P. O. being deemed essential in the stu- 
dents business correspondence. with some student 
at another desk in the same room. 

Having thus classified these stamps as they are 
to be found, the true genuine original stamps may | 
be divided into four classes, viz: stamps which 
were used to convey letter, from one city to’‘another 
such as Hale & Co. (which was issued in 1842 
upon the personal authority of Mr. Hale himself), 
Stamps used for the delivery of letters from one |} 
section of a city to another such as Boyd’s City 
Post, Rusell’s, 8th avenue P. O., Hourly Express 
Post, &c. 

Private Post Offices which for a given sum de- 
livered your letter to the General P. O. and kept 
your letter if addressed to its care in safety for you, 
by which means time was saved and annoyance 
avoided, of which the Broadway P. O., Union 
Square P. O., Cornwell’s Madison Square P. O. 
and others form examples. 


Delivery Offices which keep messengers constantly |} 


on hand for the delivery of letters or small parcels 
of which the establishment of M. Hussey in N. 


Y. is about the only one in existence and which |} | 
still continues ina flourishing condition despite the |} 


‘“competition”’ of the P. O, department. 


As a proof that locals are not abolished it might 
be mentioned that in the city of N. Y., not only 
Mr. Hussey’s institution but Boyd’s City Post, 
Chatham Square Letter Office, Broadway Letter |} 
Office and Union Square Letter Office are still in /} 
existence. There is also another firm, the name 
of which has escaped our memory but which issues |) 
no labels, a hand stamp impression being the only || | 
stamp used, 


Some years since the governement undertook to |} 
abolish Mr Boyd by authority of the act of March 
i851 which declared the streets of cities postal 
routes, but Mr. Boyd had taken the precaution to 
take out a license from the city of N. Y, as a com- 
mon carrier and upon trial the wily lawyers claimed 
that a common carier could carry anything letter 
or not and an attested copy of the charter of the 
city of N. Y., granted by some of the Georges but 
still valid, was produced in court by which it was 
shown that the city had the power to grant licenses 
and that until Congress abrogates the charter, the 


J long as it was deemed to be the interest of the city. 


the city, before which task Congress quailed and 
Gthe result was that Mr. Boyd still continues in 
‘ithe Express Post business. 


‘€ exhibition, as far as regards postage stamps, namely, 


yy 


— 


‘$11, Paris, fills up the void. This gentleman is 


f in the Annuaire Scientifique of 1855, managed in 
Athre months to get together all materials, fabricate 
‘Ethe plate print off the postage stamps, and supply 


cys } 


4 





STAMP’ MERCUR WT ) 


city would continue to grant licenses and take the 
fees therefor regardless of the wishes of Congress so 


To abolish Mr. Boyd, it would therefor have been 
necessary to abrogate the time honored charter of 


% 
{ To be continued. ] 


REVIEW OF THE POSTAGE 
: STAMPS 
IN THE FRENCH EXHIBITION. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF DR. MAGNUS, 
Extracted from the Philatelist. 
[continued from page 56.] 
We now come to the principal part of the French 


that containing the work of Messrs. Barre and 
Hulot. 

According to catalogue, Class 8, 12, M. Barre, 
Paris, exhibits ‘‘ dies and proofs of coins and 
medals, specimens of typographic engraving on 
steel, and types and_proots of postage and other 
stamps.’ By some inexplicable means, our re- 
sea ches, assisted by the custodians, have failed to 
discover the case containing them. This we much 
regret, as we should have been delighted to enu- 





dmerate in details all the parts of M. Barre’s exhi- 
€bition. 


His works however, comprising as they 
do the French and Greek stamps, are well known 
to amateurs. 

As far as regards the former, M. Huiot, Class 6, | 


known as the author of means for multiplying en- | 
graved types by galvanoplastie, He it is who, with 
wonderful vigour, as related by M. Louis Figuier 


all the offices and the Central Postal Administra- 
tion, a fortnight before the law authorising the | 
emission of those stamps came into vigour. Asa 
specimen of his labour in 1848, he exposes a sheet 





‘Yof the 25 centimes black, This is, in some respect, 


= io 


the point of departure for showing the progress 
made since that time. M. Hulot has devoted him- 
self to researches on the employment of delible inks 


‘Bin typography, and the frame contains his works 
@with different colours, both fixed and fugitive. 


a 


He exposes suplementary fragments of sheets of 
the 25c. of the Empire, green, orange-yellow, deep- 
armine, and bistre, in rows five by ten; then four 


ae 


1 a 


AY 


ith 


Fa) 


sheets, ten by fifteen, of the 25c. bistre, light- | 


‘blue, rose-violet, and deep-blue. | 


Then comes a sheet of commercial stamps typo- 
graphed in fugitive ink, black and grey, before the | 
addition of the value; a large stain in form of a 
bar shows the alteration produced by water on these | 
stamps. The sheet at its side shows the value ad- | 


ded in red, 100 fr. and under. These are speci- 
mens of the adhesive commercials actually in use 


in France. 

Another frame contains the half-dozen stamps of 
our colonies, in sheets containing eighteen rows of) 
ten stamps each. The colors are those in use for| 
each value. Then follow sheets of fifteen rows, ten | 
in a row; the 4c. brown and olive-green; a row | 
of 4c. normal colour; two sheets of the new 30c., 
with the laurel-crowned effigy of the emperor, in | 
deep-blue and chestnut; a row of the 4c., light- 
green; and four rows*of the 30c., light-brown, 
carmine, orange, and light-violet. 

The exhibition is completed by the copper plates | 
of the 20c. and 25c. Kmpire, the 25c. and 10c. 
Republic, the 10c. Colonies, and the commercials, 
with plates for cards and bank notes. The 25c. 
Empire plate is double ; composed of the one ob- 
tained by the rennion of a suitable number of 
galvanic dies on the steel ; the other which serves 
for printing off the stamps, is obtained from a single 
piece by the metallic deposit on the surface of the 
former, on which both inscription and portrait are 
in relief as in the stamps themselves; this arises 
from all the sunk part of the steel die being  re- 
produce in relief, and vice versa, 

In our opinion this exhibition testifies all the 
superiority of the French stamp. The work of M. 
Barre is truly one of art. His head of the Repu- 
blic has that veritable Greek profile so pure and 
regular on the ancient statues; than tout ensemble 
so harmonious and so remarkable in its simplicity. 
In this instance the obligatory framework does | 
not distract attention by misplaced florets and} 
ornaments. The same qualities are observable in the 
Emperor’s head stamps, but here of course the en- 
graver was obliged to conform to his model, and 
not give way to inspiration. ‘The sole fault we find 
in the French stamps is the small size of the 
figures indicative of value. This circumstance had 
struck the proper parties as we see the 2c. and 4c, | 
laurelled head appear with two large figures; the} 
framework was moreoyer, changed; but this mo- 
dification has not been generalised; neither will it 
be, for we find by an article that appeared in the 
Evenement a few months since that the forthcoming 
lc, and dc. laurelled, will alone partake of this 
variation; the original frame and small figures 
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being continued for the other values: this is evid- 
enced by the appearance of the new 20c. and 30c. 

The above-mentioned articles should be read for 
appreciating in detail all M. Hulot’s labours, and 
seeing that no single particular in the fabrication of 
postage stamps has not been made subject for inven- 
tion and improvement. He has rendered signal 
service to his country, not only by the galvanop- 
lastic multiplication of the types so cleverly pro- 
duced by the durin of M.Barre, but by. inventing 
safety inks, and by his researches after colours not 
easily destructible by chemical attempts at washing 
out the obliterations. The very perforating mach- 
ine even has been perfected by the substitution of 
aluminium bronze needles in lieu of steel ones. 

We fear not therefore, to affirm that French 
stamps are the most difficult of all to counterfeit or 
clean for re-use, and that M. Hulot demands our 
country’s recognition for these advantages. 

We had thought our examination of the postage 
stamps of the various countries concluded; but a 
visit to the first floor of the central pavilion, where 
coins, weights, and measures are exhibited, showed 
us some under another phase. On the slightest 
examination, it is evident that the Commission chose 
to present the weights, measures, and coins of every 
conntry before the visitors’ eyes : and that postage 
stamps were considered, equally with bank notes; 
}| as falling under the denomination of paper money. 

Even should this assimilation be discussable, the 
propriety of forming this collection seems to us 
indubitable. We must perforce add, however, 
that the execution of the idea is very badly carried 
out with regard to the greater number of countries, 
beginning with ourown, The stamps of Hawaii 
and Victoria ought to have been here. The follow- 
ing resume will show whether we are right :— 

France presents specimens of various bank notes 
only, being incompletely represented, according to 
the above idea ; though M. Hulot’s glass case am- 
ply supplies the vacuum, 


' The Netherlands exhibit impressions of all sorts 
of commercial stamps, bank notes, and the current 
5, 10, and 16 cents in the usual colours; also the 
10c. colonial, carmine-red and blue. [A descrip- 
j| tion of the new issue already Poa in our 
}| pages follows. ] 


j| Belgium is represented by bank notes, its cur- 
j| rent issue and telegraph stamps; but no commer- 
}| cials of any sort. | 

Prussia shows postals, commercials, stamped 
envelopes, and bank notes. ‘ The postage stamps 
and envelopes are the 1861 series. 

Bavaria exposes bank notes, and its recent imis- 











sion is represented for each value by ten stamps in 
two rows. 

As for Wurtemberg, the whole exhibition is} 
made up by an essay sheet containing the five cur- |. 
rent stamps in their actual colours; the four | 
stamped envelopes, 1, 3, 6, and 9 kreuzer; and) a 
those for money orders, 4, 6, 7. and 9 kreuzer. : q 

Switzerland gives visitors its cuurrent set of | 
adhesives and the newly-emitted 10c. envelope. | 

Spain, so rich in postal issues, has not thought | ‘ 
fit to exhibit anything but a few bank notes. q | 

Portugal is totally umrepresented. We mutt, | | 
however, supply an omission in our former article. | i 

Among the objects exhibited by the Royal Lisbon } b 
Printing Press, is a copper-plate containing nine: 4 
stamps by six, King’s effigy, sELLo 40 REIs. They 4 a 
are probably commercials. | 

Italy has succeeded even better than Prussia and#t t 
the Netherlands in giving informrtion of the stamps: 
she employs. They are impressed on:glazed_ card 
board. First come the passport, legalization,..ga + 
postage stamps of 1863; then the former cuties | t 
ed by means of a hand-stamp, like the 15 centimes | 
of mournful memory. Also the following revenue 
stamps, a list of which we give, because several of | ‘ 


them are so frequently offered to amateurs for pur-| 
chase. 
[To be continued. ] 4 


POSTAL MISCELLANY. | 





£>THE ENGRAVING AND PRINTING Bureau | | 
of the Treasury Department manufactured $20, | 
265,000 worth of beer stamps and $7,780 ,000 ff 
worth of cigar stamps during the last calendar year. | | 
gRe@-AN ADOPTED CITIZEN of Cincinnati re-| 
cently mailed a letter with this direction :—“Fote ]} 
Aushot (Fort Ancient)’ to William Gols to come |} | 
as quick as you can asit got to fort Ansont; and jf | 
to send it as quick as possible and his sister Gran-f 
ces wand (wants) to see him.” : 

BS-STRANGE LETTER CARRIER. — Advices |} 
from Odessa state that an Italian brig, the San 
Gennaro, was becalmed on the voyage from Na-| 
ples to Odessa, and fishing was resorted to in order | 
to kill time. Soon a magnificent swordfish was_ 
caught, measuring over all some 15 feet in length. }f} 
What was the astonishment of the fishermen, on | 
opening the fish, to find a box ornamented with | 
the crescent and stars, on which was painted in |f} 
French, “poste locale.” On examination it proved |}} 
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to be a Constantinople district letter box, contain- f By Post is not a government stamp. 


ing about thirty letters. 

- g@-HamBure Stamp Foreerres.—Every- 
body, perhaps, is not acquainted with the etymol- 
ogy of the word humbug. Itis a corruption of 
Hamburg, aud originated in the following man- 
ner During a period when war prevailed on the 
continent, so many false reports and lying bulletins 
were fabricated at Hamburg, that, atlength, when 
any one would signify his disbelief of a statement» 
he would say, “You had that from Hamburg.” and 
thus, “That is from Hamburg,” or “Humbug,” be- 
came acommon expression of incredulity. The 
city sééms inclined to keep up this equivocal rep- 
-utiititn. Thousands of forgeries, under the spe- 
“cious alias of fac-similes, and fictitious stamps un- 
‘der that of essays, are hurried off by the trains, or 
awafted by the vessels bearing the wines, and other, 
we hope genuine merchantdize of that thriving and 
very handsome emporium. When in Hamburg 
last year, one of the principal concoctors of the 
impositions alluded to, unblushingly assured us 
the traffic in them answered his purpose exceed- 
ingly well, adding that he had a very large sale of 
them both in Germany and the United States. 
We should have thought our transatlantic cousins 
too wide awake, and the Germans too wary, to be 
taken in ; but there can be no sales without buy- 
ers, whom the middlemen victimize. For the true 
interest of philately, it isa grievous fact that the 
disreputable class of forgery-retailers are so rife. 
The partial decadence of the interesting and in- 
structive pursuit in question, both at home and on 
the continent, is mainly attributable to the disho- 
nest cupidity ofcertain vendors, who deal so large- 
ly in fictions and falcities. These gentlemen may 
be assured they will themselves be the losers in 
the long run; for even the juvenile collectors are 
beginning to open their eyes to the palpable rub- 
bish offered them; and, becoming disgusted, will 
eventually seek some other pastime for leisure 
hours.—Routledge’s Magazine for Boys. 





Answers to Correspondents. 


S. G. N. Orange, N. J. —Number 4 of the 
Mercury was issued January 25th. and number 
5 March 2d. therefore there was no number dated 
February. 


N. W. P. Providence, R. l—1. The Bergen 
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2. The Cey- 
lon 10d without value in upper corners is a coun- 
terfeit of the one with it. 3, The one grote Bre- 
men stamps are both of them revenues. 4. The 
Corrientes stamps were issued for the state of | 
that name in the Argentine Confederation and_ 
were never used in Cuba. 





| 


F. A. D. Montrose, Pa.—The Java stamp #s in| 
our publisher's list; it is under “Dutch Indies”. 





Received Since Our Last. 


—_— 








[In this column we will give our honest and wn-— 
restrained opinion of all and any Timbrophilic 
publication that may come to our notice, If it) 
deserves it, we will praise it, if it does not, we will 
criticise it and hope their publishers will look upon | 





it in the same light, as we do, and will not expect 
‘* puffs” when theydon’t deserve it.] 





| 
: 
| 
ADVERTISED LETTERS. | 








We have letters sent to the following addresses 
and returned to us as “not called for.” The parties 
to whom they are addressed will please claim them 
within ninety days, or they will be destroyed. 

W. E. Cushing, Cleveland, Ohio. 
W. L. Rich, Yonkers, N. Y. 

A. L. Selles,. Westchester,— i 
O. Zabel, 255 N. 15th. St. Philadelphia, Pa 
H. Lawson, West Chester, N. Y. 

C. B. Cook, Castile, N. Y. 

H. W. Winfield, Jersey City, N. J. 2 

E. Hitchcock, Springfield, Mass. 

Also a lot of stamps fora young lady in Hart- 
| ford, who forgot to sign her name to the order, 














—tThe bids for engraving and printing the post- 
age stamps required for the use of the Post Office 
Department, were opened by the Postmaster-general || _ 
on Thursday. George T. Jones of Washington bid 
18c., 21c, and 25c. per 1000; Butler & Carpenter of 
Philadelphia bid 22¢., 25c. and 30c. per 1000; the) 
National Bank Note Company, New York, bid) 
254c., 264c. and’ 284c. per 1000, M. Jones’ pro-. 
posal is to supply a stamp that cannot be cleansed 
nor counterfeited. As his bid is the lowest he will 
probably receive the contract. 











—A Russian has invented an ingenious piece of 
mechanism which, when a person places a letter in’ 
the’ postal boxes, a receipt dated and signed, is. 
returned. 
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LIST OF UNITED STATES 
Revenue Stamps, 


In Stock aud for Sale by 


F. TRIFET. 





Selling Price. 





Device. Facial Value. 
Agreement, 5 cents, ...eee cess cece 02 
Bank Check, 2 “ blue ororange,. .01 
Bill of Lading, TOMMY iikcieiietsisiols, siete ts 01 
Bond, * BORIS BRO EISE icteles ofee'senys 500 
Certificate, Das STEAD U Css e\oreys)ietsieiele 03 
+6 5 Sw oie Ba a-abeele olate -O1 
“ Om ss sists clelelse cisie|sie.s OL 
“ MMS STAIR Povehevaievalesete aieisiele 01 
Charter Party, BUCOWATS,) s:s,<10 elie 0) |e oe OS 
“ bs Fi Lobe LRA ary eI eee 206 
“ “ KO) \ Wo Sasa beacon 6o85 .20 
Contract MONCENEG: isie's's)cloiaielslsiclec\ 01 
Conveyance, DOMES Paciael- cele sppene 02 
“6 TGGOW At eraistene's eere.siee 05 
“ YO A SAS Bod oor, .05 
Entry of Goods, 25 cents,.......++..... 03 
Express, le HG Seen se .O1 
“ 2 “ blue or orange, -03 
We De) SEAR Be fake’ a, ofe' ciel ielcsichove O01 
i prt pes Slatate, she 'stete’ «/aleie) ee 01 
Oe 5 ep 02 
‘“ “6 LI Ee ee ASOD HENS .03 
“s es DMS tr etein ates s atteatstonets 05 
a % OWA SAME skevelcte: s:cveteysteteis up ale 
“ “ Ldollaryiers cee weyeiieah enabert)-! 
Inland Exchange, 4 cents,...... sbpaauae 01 
at ss OER ra intolaikis asisteie lacs 01 
a6 “ () 83 no oadaé gatos pe) AP 
“s 66 OMS tH tetelatetatetelatsiorea/e1e's .O1 
“6 66 Wi “Co sAehoGosondasa .O1 
6 “ AY AEE ec ate icc ep ate RPA 
3 J SU rest b siosaigestiec .02 
ee Ks EI UBS Gad sadéaaoge ° .02 
“ 6“ GIO SER Mn tetelercterlerolas etsy Be ersO2 
$6 “ dollars cst. maveleiatere .03 
‘“ 6 de SEO Rcente ices cs 05 
6s ss ae SS Io One es eerie atte te .04 
te “6 Gh ie on 3G ea 16 
Insurance, ICONS: Val olas'e hs ictolatetere .02 
Lease, ded olan e tore's/s.015 SStodae .03 
Life Insurance, Da Cents. en cls « aeoddeem Abe 
ee es UE OT sit Sao ago ae .05 
Manifest, iNWa Voy OE DPE IES een seat (015 
ae Dine Weteidtel aeete a etatalers 10 
66 ences f sletaseysleyin's ie eratals .08 
Mortgage, 50 cents, ...... Ginininiatalelol use 
i ZiGOUEES <. cfieis ss shdsa. 105 
se Li ecliaaen GAM OO 08 
ne DBRS alee tere cua cen © viclO 
Original Process, 50 cents,........se..25 02 
Paseare Lickety: B06 6 tec saeessses 006 
Playing Cards, (OE La 5 JARs al (mal 1) 
oe ss Zee DMC easels 40 
Poweror Attorney, 10 6 ysis esate ces 08 
“ re AS GS PR 5 ap an cali, ew eae 
“ és Iedollary cts cre SoS Sae BOMB 
Probate of Will, Me Ee c's castles war) L0G 
“ “6 Dit es Wr leis slelaldl scien ieteiah LOS 
“ ss 10 66 e@eeeeeeeeeeese .20 
















Device- Faclal Value. Selling Price 
Proprietary, DEICENE, felon dulamiete Se eECE OL 
“ EMO CHADAAMea ohn. {Oil 

“ Si Deussqdeaudedodcos 02 

66 GC a Si tatate vavahele cece -O% 

6 ERE NRE SOBA Sc Bao wae 
Surety Bond, CUO NR AS Sab adsohoe 02 
Telegraph, Sy st CP Ns ate ctotate tte reeetelote 02 
“6 OOESE istalstaerlets Sodtios .02 

U. S, Int. Rev., Day Sle clare lsicslete re eiee .O1 
Warehouse Receipt,25 ‘ ...... slesisieisinrs 05 





W ANTED ! All kinds of Revenue Stamps, for 
which the highest prices will be paid. 





JUST ISSUED, 
A new edition of 
The Boston Stamp Album. 


Enlarged, revised, and improved, containing 
places for over 3000 stamps including the new issues 
such as Paraguay, Orange Free State, Turk’s 
Island, Straits Settlement &c., the whole forming the 
latest and most complete and best Stamp Album yet 


issued, compiled by a well known Timbrophilist 
assisted by F. Trifet and other dealers and col- 


lectors. Printed in carmine ink and bound in 
English-Turkey Cloth. Price, post paid $3.00. 
A liberal discount to the trade. 
For sale, wholesale and retail by 


F. TRIFET, General Agent, 
20 State Street, Boston Mass. 





HE PUBLISHER BEING DESIROUS OF 
completing his Philatelic Library is in want 
of the following Papers and Magazine, 


Tue Stamp Cottectors Monrury Gazerre. All 


above No. 11. 


Tur Stamp CcotitEctors Recornp. Nos. 1 and 2 of'||* 
Montreal Series. 


Tur Coin anv Stamp Journat. Chicago, Illinois. 
Nos. 7, 9, 10. 
Tuer Curtosiry SHor, Complete file. 


Tur Lonpon anp New Yorx Stamp Cottecrors 
Review. Both numbers, 


Tuer Stamp Journat. No. 1. 
Tus Stamp Buyer. File. 


Tue Comin aNp Stamp CoxtEctors MaGazine. 
Nos. 1 to 4, 6, 7, 10 to date inclusive, 


Tue Cottectors’ Guipz, Boston, Mass., Nos. 1 
to 6, and above 8. 


Also files of any Foreign publications excepting 
the 8S. C, Magazine, THE PHILATELIsT, and Lz 
TIMBROPHILE, 

Persons having the above or any part of them, 
will please address, giving description, condition, 
and price. 


ee 
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CHEAP SETS. 


Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. 


Austria 20 
Austrian Italy 6 
Baden 10 
Bavaria, ’51—62, 8 
Bavaria, ’67, 4 
Belgium 6 
Bermuda, 4 
Brazil 5 
British Guiana, 4 
Brunswick 5 
*Canada 1851 6 
“ 60-68 8 

* ee "68 7 
*Cape of Good Hope Sq. 4 
Denmark 5 
*Egypt 1866 7 
ass 1867 6 
*France 4 
oii 1 0 
Germany, North 10 
* 6 fc 68, 3 
Germany South 10 
* “cs 66 "68, 3 
Great Britain 12 
Greece 7 
*Hamburg Boten 116 
Hamburg, 4 
Hanover 6 
Holland, 5 
Hong Kong 10 
India 6 
*Ionian Islands 3 
Italy 10 


Jamaica 


£ 


Mecklemburg Schwerin 4 
Moldo Wallachia 1868, 3 


Natal 

* « embossed, 
New South Wales 
New Zealand 

* Nicaragua 
Norway 
Oldenburg, 
Prussia 

* 6s 

Queensland 
*Romagna 

Roman States, 
Russia 

Salvador 

Saxony 
Schleswing Holstein 
*Sicily 

*Servia 

Spain (all issues) 
66 ss 

mr *6 July” 67, 

* «+ Official, ’54, 
mense 8” ee "55, 
Straits Settlement 
Sweden 
Switzerland 


“6 envelopes 


Tasmania 
Trinidad 


bo 


_ 
COP COD ADR OMAN COR ADO WONG ro p ar09 


ry 


— 


Varieties 
‘eé 


$0.60 
20 
30 
-20 
15 
.20 
45 
“30 
.20 
125 
6.00 
5 
90 
1,25 
“15 
2.00 
2.00 
12 





*United States 1851 .8 66 1.10 
EN GUIY. PaiOs 5 “6 2.50 
*Wells, Fargo & Co. 11 se 2,00 
Victoria 6 “ 26 
Western Australia 4 66 29 
Wurtemburg 8 “ 29 


F, TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 12, 
Boston, Mass. | 





Issued June 1868. 
A Vew and Mlustrated 
DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 


AND 
+ CATALOGUE 


OF 


American and Foreign 


Postage Stamps, 


For Sale by F. TRIFET. 


This is a new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 
issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps. 

All former prices cancelled from date. SEND FOR Ir. 

Sent, post paid, to any address on receipt of 15 cents, or 
5§three cent stamps. A few copies will be interleaved with 
blank sheets to make notes, &c. Price, 25 cents. 

ddress 


F. TRIFET, 20 State St., 
Boston, Mass. 


ANTED! The following stamps in any quan- 
tity. 
CanaDA; 3d., 6d. sterling, 10d,, 12d. and eny- 
lopes. 
New Brunswick; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2 and 17 cents. 
NEWFOUNDLAND; 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and 
12, 13, and 24 cents. 
Nova Scofra ; 1, 3, 6, 12 pence, and 84 cents, 
Also all kinds of Hong Kong, India, Victoria, 
Mexico, Salvador, New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
other colonial and South American stamps. ~ 
Persons having such will please send them on 
for inspection with the lowest prices pr. piece, 
dozen or hundred. F, TRIFET 
20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Set of Eight, including the 90 cent, 1851 
unused, , k ; er 
Wells,jFargo & Co., Set of 11 unused, 22.0038 
N.Y. 2. 'O% Set of Five, ~~. - 21605 

The above are very cheap, and I have but a few 
sets on hand, 

F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 
Boston, Mass. 
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A New Illustrated Price Catalogue. 
TRIFEWS NEW CATALOGUE PUBLISHED, 
June ist. gives the description and_ value of every 
68. It is illustrated with 
and is the only 


F. 
| stamp issued from 1840 to June 
/engrayings of many new and rare stamps, 

complete catalogue published in America. ie 
_ Price 15 cents. Interleaved with blank pages for making 
‘notes, &¢., 25 cents. 


| 40 Varieties for 25 cents. 

‘WNHE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF USED 
stamps contains forty varieties, including Austria, 

‘Baden, Bavaria, Sweden, Canada, Switzerland, &c. All 

| warranted genuine. 


Cheap Italian Stamps. 
OMAGNA, SET OF NINE, $1.75: SICILY, SET 
ot seven, $175; Naples set of eight, $1.25. All un- 
‘used and warranted genuine. 


New Canada Stamps in Packets. 

N THE ONE DOLLAR PACKET OF UNUSED STAMPS 
there is a 14, 1,2 and 3 cent stamp of the new issue of 

| Canada, besides 36 other stamps All warranted genuine. 


18 Colonial Stamps for 25 Cents. 

| FE TRIFET’S TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF 
. used colonial stamps contains 1° varieties, including 

_Barbadoes, Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, &c.— 

All warranted genuine, 


Chean Sets of Unused Stamps. 

GYPT, 1866, set of seven, $2.00. Egypt, 1867. set of 
six, $1.60. Canada, 1851, set of six, $6.00. Canada, 

1868, set of seven, 85 cents. lonian Islands, set of three, 

50 cents. All unused and warranted genuine. 


20 Used aud Unused Stamps for 25 cents. 
rNHE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF USED AND 
Unused Stamps contains 20 varieties, including Greece, 
Brazil, Barbadoes, &c. All warranted genuine. 


Hamburg Boten Stamps. 
ETS OF 116, INCLUDING HAMER’S ADHESIVES & 
Envelopes, 2 sets of Hamonia, 4 of Scheerenbeck, 2 of 
Lafrentz, Krantz, &c , being the complete set for 75 cents. 
Warranted genuine. 


The Cheapest Album advertised. 
; ULREADY ALBUM NO. 1. BROUGHT UP TO 
the present time, spaces being provided for all new 
issues, small oblong, cloth, post free, 90 cents. 
This is the best Album, for the money. 


Fac Similes of Confederate Stamps. 


WN RECEIPT OF 25 CTS., 1 WILL SEND PACKET 

number four, which contains 40 varieties of Confede- 

ratefac Similes. They are well executed and cheap. A 
discount will be made on a dozen packets. 


The Cheapest Stamp Album. + 
ONPAREIL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, RULED 
to contain over 1100 stamps, with the description of 
current issue in English, French and German, Embossed 
cloth covers. Post free 55 cents! 


The latest Descriptive Catalogue. 
HE STAMP COLLECTOR’S HAND-BOOK. — IT 
gives a description of all stamps issued from 1840 to 
1867 compiled by the late C. M. Celtz. Postpaid, 25 cents. 


The only Album containing Places for Revenues. 
ILL’s BOSTON STAMP ALBUM, CONTAINS 
LL places for 3000 stamps, is divided into countries, each 
country having sufficient spaces for all past present and 
future issues. Printed in carmine ink, 4to. cloth gilt 
sides, post free, $3.00. : 


The best Album published. 
ALLIER’S ALBUM, TRANSLATED INTO English 
from the seventh French edition. Contains a full 
description of all American and foreign stamps, with 
icompartments arranged for the reception of each. This 
- the ae ia separ Pope Imperial oblong, 
vo., cloth, clasp, post free $5.50; half turk 
better paper, $7.00. B ' ; saith 








F. Trifet’s August Announcements. 








15 unused stamps for 25 cents. 
OU CAN GET OF ME FIFTEEN UNUSED STAMPS 
for 25 cents., including Bavaria, Baden, Italy, France 
&c. All warrauted genuine. : 


The best thing to mount stamps. 
A DHESIVE PAPER. BY TAKING A SMALL PIECE 
of this paper, and folding it in halves, you can firmly 
and neatly mount your stamps in your album by merel 
moistening it, and after fixing one half to the stamp, stic 
the other half unto the book. Price, per package of ten 
sheets, 15 cents and stamp. = 
Veni, Vidi, Vici, Series of Packets. 
EW PACKET LISTISSUED MAY 20TH. SEND 
one stamp for it. You will find‘on it many packets 
that cannot be equaled and none that can be beaten by 


any dealer in this Country. 740 havebeen sold since May 
20th. 

















































Confederate Stamps, Cheap. 
OW IS THE TIME TO FILL YOUR SETS. 1CENT 
orange, $2.50. 2cents green, $2.00. 5 cents green 
or blue, 30 cents. 10 cents blue. 60 cts. 10 cent rose $2.00 
Ten cents blue $2.00. All the above are the old issue 
very rare and cheap, also warranted genuine \ 


If you try other dealers and are not satisfied, try me. 
NLY ONE TRIAL IS SOLICITED AND IF NOT 
satisfactpry, I am willing to return the money. This 

is an advantage that other dealers don’t give you. 


Cheaper than Ever. 
NITED STATES STAMPS, COMPLETE SET OF 
1851 issue $1.10. Set of Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Ex- 
press Stamps $2.00. Set of N. Y. P. 6. stamps, one 
stamp and four proofs, $2.50, All unused and warranted 
genuine. 


60 used and unused Stamps for 75 cents. 
EW PACKET NO. 25, CONTAINS 60 USED AND 
unused stamps. This packet is one of the cheap- 
est of the- list, contains no duplicates and all the stamps 
are genuine. 


Well mixed European Stamps. 
ONTINENTALS IN LARGE OR SMALL LOTS. 
100 for 25 cents, 500 $1.15. Better quality 100 for 50 
cents; 500 $2.00. 


Wood cuts of newly issued Stamps. 
NGRAVINGS OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS 
These are electrotypes of well executed cuts and are 
suitable to illustrate dealer’s lists, circulars, &c. 20 vari- 
eties now ready, price $1.00 each, or $18.00 for the set 


Extraordinary Success. 
AY 20TH. I ISSUED MY NEW PACKET LIST 
called ‘‘ the Vini, Vidi, Vici, series ” and am most 
thankful for the number of them that have been ordered. 
No better advertisement of these popular packets can be 
made than to state that 740 have been sold since they 
were first issued, May 20th to August Ist. 


The American Stamp Mercury. 
NTERTAINING READING FOR STAMP COL- 
lectors as wellas others. The best Stamp Paper in 
America. It is always quoted as the authority. Subscription 
only 50 cents per year. Examine this number and if you 
a0 ae a subscriber you will soon be. Back numbers sup- 
plied. : 
Flags and Arms of all nations. 


ICELY EXECUTED AND SUITABLE FOR HILL’S ; 
or any other album, two sheets, being over 75 flags | 
and arms. 25 cents each. i 


-175 Stamps for $3.00 

HE THREE DOLLAR PACKET OF USED AND } 
unused stamps contains 175 varieties including Hol- | 
land, Western Australia, Hamburg 1868, also Germany, 
Wurtemburg Parma, new Canada, Turk’s Isand, Sardinia | 
&e. All warranted genuine. : i 


Wanted to Buy 


TAMPS OF ALL KINDS, PARTICULARLY THE 
first issue of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and New- 
foundland, Colonial stamps of all kinds, no matter how 
common or rare, and all other stamps. Also collections. 








For any of the above address F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 
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F. TRIFET, Proprietor, 
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Single Copies, 10 
One Copy to One ‘Address, One year, 50 
Three Copies, 66 i 1.25 
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Address all communications as follows: 
American Stamp Mercury, 
Box 444, Boston, Mass. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 





Thenumber of Stamps being issued now by the 
different governments is growing smaller and 
beautifully less every month, and from prospects 
we. believe that there will not be any thing at all 
under this heading next month. 

For this month we have, 

Saxony.—Another set of Express stamps, being 
the same as the last indesign. The values are: 


1-4 gro. green 1 gro. rose 
1-3 ** lilac 2 “ blue 
1-2 “ orange 56 ‘“ brown 


There is a set of envelopes to match, only vary- 
ing a little in the design. 


BOSTON, SEPTEMBER, 1868. 


No. XI 








Ho1titanno.—The 15 cents stamps has been issued. 
The 1 is not out yet. 

Victorta.—The five shilling Stamp figured in| 
number seven, is now printed in blue on white) 
paper, with the exception of the crown and in- 
scription Vicrorta, FIVE SHILLINGS, which is in| 
vermilion, This gives it a very handsome ap- 


pearance, 
Frnpianp Hetsinerors.—The local stamps for 


Helsingfors is now printed in brown with blue bar 
instead of green and red bar as formerly. 
Mexico.—Le Timbrophile announce an addition 
to the Guadalahara series in the form ofa 1 peso 
stamp, dull rose, perforated and unperforated. 


Inp1a.—By the last mails we have a new 8 anna 
stamp. More in our next. 





ON THE NEWFOUNDLAND 


STAMPS. 


By THE EDITOR. 











We have been kindly favoured by Mr. James M. 
Chute of Boston for some notes on these Stamps, 
and as we don’t believe they have ever been 
published, we here give them for the benefit of our 
readers. 


In 1856 the Provincial Government authorized 
Mr. W. L. Solomon, the then Post Master General, 
to have prepared a series of PostageStamps. The 
contract for their manufacture was awarded by Mr. 
Solomon to Mr. L, Stanford, London, who pre- 
pared n nine values, viz: 

1d. and 5 d. square, 2d., 4d., 
6d, 64d., 8d., and 1s, rectan- 
gular and 3d. triangular. Proofs 
of all the values were struck 
from the original, or mother, 
dye in black on fine india paper 
and sent to the authorities for 
their inspection and approval. 
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They were accepted and the plates were impressed 
as follows: 


1d. plate contained 120 imp, in a deep lake colour 


Oasis: “6 120 ‘* orange and vermilion 
Ct; eC “ 80 ‘ green 

Ad. as “ 80 ‘ orange and vermilion 
bd. + “ 40 “ red-brown, and lake 
6a. «&é “ 40 ‘* orange and vermilion 
64d. « “ 20  vermilion 

8d, «5 “ 20 86 66 

ls. “ “cc 20 6“ 66 


None are watermarked or perforated, and the 
colors change to a red-brown tint when exposed to 
the action of the air, 


The first order consisted of 171,900 stamps 
which was shipped to the colony and issued to 
the public January Ist, 1857. The total cost of the 
plates, printing, &c. amounted to £398, 8s. 9d., 
which was paid by the colony. 


This lot having been exhausted excepting the 
8d. stamp, another order of 222,380 stamps were 
struck off September 1862, and issued January lst 
1863, the colour of the 2d., 4d,, 6d., 64d., and 1s. 
being changed from scarlet to lake, 


In 1865 the Hon. John Delaney, P. M. G. ordered 
a new series of stamps 
Re 1 to be emitted with the 
Nog value in cents owing to a 
— change in the currency. 
They were engraved by 
the American Bank Note 
, Company, N. Y., and 

Onn nnannnannnnnnt consist of the following 
values. 






2 cents oblong, codfish in center, green, 


6 «6 “s seal in center, brown, 
10°- rect. Prince of Wales in center, black, 
12 <6 “ Victoria in center, red-brown, 
138 “ oblong, ship in center, orange, 
24 6 rect. Victoria in center deep blue. 


The cost of these plates was $600, and for the 
printing, gumming, and perforating, 25 cents per 
sheet of one hundred, being a total cost of $2100. 
for the 600,000 stamps that were printed. Of this 
number, 200,000 had been sold up to May 1868, 
leaving 400,000 to be disposed of, very likely, 
before a new set will grace our Newfoundland 
page of our album. 


Weare obliged to Mr. Chute for these particulars, 
and if any of ourreaders can give us any more in- 
formation in regard to these stamps of which so 
little has been said or written, we will be thank- 
| ful. 
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THE AMERICAN 


Our “Local” Stamps. 


BY 8. A. T. 


[Continued from Page 71.] 

Refering now to the stamps of Wells, Fargo & Co. 
which have been stated to be of official jorigin or 
otherwise recognized by government. 

There is no plausible foundation for any such 
statement. The Pony Express stamps were used 
to prepay letters from the principal office of Wells, 
Fargo & Co. in the city of San Francisco to the 


then more remote settlements of the state where 
no mail arrangements had at that time been per- 


fected. 

They were never used to convey letters across 
the continent either to or from the eastern states, 
the well known oblong design figured in one of 
our British cotemporaries a year or so since being 
used for that purpose. 

The entire Pony Express series are now obselete 
the march of progress by the P,. O. Department 
haying caused them to be withdrawn. 

It is true that Wells, Fargo & Co. have or very 
lately had a contract with the U. 8. Government 
for the transportation of the public mailsto and 
from California by the overland route, but that 
contract had nothing whatever to do with the 
Pony Express, and no Pony Express stamp or any 
other kind of stamps except those emitted by the 
government were ever attached to letters so for- 
warded. Wells, Fargo & Co., and sundry other 
firms in California do still, to some extent deliver 
letters, newspapers and parcels through certain 
sections of California where there is no efficient 
mail service but they need no government permission | 
to do so. 

It might be as well to state in this connection 
that the Pony Express Stamps are to be had ata 
tolerably reasonable figure, a New York stamp 
dealer having secured the steel plates of the entire 
series from which ‘reprints or originals” (both 
terms are perfectly admissible) are printed in all 
the colours of the rainbow and which could, no 
doubt, be printed in any fancyful color or on any 
color of paper which even the fastiduous taste of 
a collector of the French school could desire— 
gum of different colours could even be applied 
in an emergency and a pinking iron could ‘ pro- 
visionally”’ be pressed into the service as a perforator 
to those who delight in “ perforations’’ the smell 
of them could be pleasingly diversified by the aid 
of Eau de Davelle or for the more recherche Otto 
of Roses could be substituted, or for the sake of 
rarety Tincture Assafcetida would furnish a cheap 
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and lasting perfume and even the peculiar and 
somewhat powerful emanation of a certain lively 
and odoriferous quadruped known to American 
sportsman, (but whose name, we don’t remember 
just now), could even be made to do duty ona 
pinch. 

It-is true that the perfumes of the two latter 
subjects are not those of Araby the blest, but then 
they would be rare, the latter one especially, and 
we trustour friends of the French school will be 
devoutly grateful for the new field which our humble 
remarks cannot fail to have opened up to their 
notice, and in which field when they at last. rest 
from their labors, if not their work, their smell at 
| least shall follow them. 

[To be continued.] 


REVIEW OF THE POSTAGE 
STAMPS 
IN THE FRENCH EXHIBITION. 


TRANSLATED BY PERMISSION FROM DR. MAGNUS’ 
ARTICLE IN “ LE TIMBROPHILE.”’ 


Extracted from the Philatelist. 

e [Continued from page 72.] 

Blue: 50 centesimi; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 lire. 

lilac: 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 lire. 

Carmine: 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 
900 lire, 
Green: 1,000 and 5,000 lire. 
The adhesives for the Venetian provinces follow. 
There type was given inthe 50th number of the 
Timbre Poste. [Our readers will find them dis- 
cribed and figured in the last number of this mag- 
azine. ] 
Then come the 1862 commercials, with their value 
increased by means of a hand stamp. ‘The exhibi- 
tion is completed by the current set of nine postals, 
2 lire, 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 60 centesimi, per- 
forated, and on paper. Important as this array 
is, it is not complete; no stamped stips or sheets of 
paper being exposed. 
Turkey is represented by M. Poitevin’s well- 
known sheet, comprehending postals, chiffre-taxe 
Stamps, and commercials. 
Some United States bank notes close the exposi- 
tion, to which England and her colonies, it will be 
remarked, lend none of their considerable store, 
which mist be sought for in the types exhibited by 
M. De la Rue. 
It is to be regretted that the idea of the Com- 
mission has been ill-comprehended, or at least, 
executed; for, according to our point of view, the 
study of the represented series could not but rquse 
the taste of the stamp-collector, howbeit the ab- 











sence of extinct sets would have deprived visitors |} 
of a study as curious inits kind as that of the |} 
component parts of the retrospective museum. 

We ought not to leave the exhibition without 
signalizing to visitors a wonderful opportunity of 
turning over gne of the principal French collec- 
tions. 

[The learned doctor proceeds to dilate upon the 
circumstance that the exquisite collection of M, de 
S., to which our reader will observe he alludes in 
the article at page 149 of this volume, is seldom, 
if ever, permitted to fulfil the ends of its presence 
in the exhibition; the backs of the volumes con- 
taining it being alone given to view by the party 
to. whom their contents are entrusted for inspec- 
tion. His observations are suppressed by the editor |} 
of Le Timbrophile, to avoid any suspicion of un- 
fair dealing or petty jealousy on a fellow-caterer 
for philatelic patronage. Though we have our- 
selves, some time back, been favoured by the owner 
of ‘this superb collection with private views thereof, 
we should have much liked another inspection ; 
but, perfectly aware of the uncourteous character 
of the acting exhibitor, did not expose ourselves to 
the indignity of a refusal. Dr. M. proceeds with 
an account as complete as he was allowed to make 
of the interesting and magnificent collection in 
question. ] 

It is in eight volumes, or rather boxes imitative. | 
of them. The sheets contained therein are remov- 
able by means of attached ribbons, in close ac-|| 
cordance with the system of M. Phares. The 
stamps are placed in sets on sheets ornamented in 
a rather puerile sstyle; but this is unimportant to 
our subject. A worse faylt is, that they are so 
affixed to the sheet as to be irremovable for ex- 
amination (of watermark, &c.) Onthe same sheet 
are found unused and cancelled specimens, with 
essays mixed with reprints more or less fanciful. 
A certain number of amateurs form a double collec- 
tion, new and obliterated; we cannot ourselves 
comprehend the utility of preserving a post-marked 
stamp of every species, which serves but to show 
such and such type has been in use. This would 
be advisable in the case of a very few doubtful 
instances only, We could understand the col- 
lection of all sorts of obliterations in all species 
and varicties of stamps. Such a labour would 
allow the completion in a few moments of re- 
searches which at present take up much time; but, 
besides the unlikelihood of ever possessing all the 
different methods of obliteration employed for 
each stamp, the number of specimens collected 
must be set at 50 or 60,000, and this considerable 
assemblage would be unsatisfactary tothe eye. On 
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the contrary, where would be the utility, perhaps, 

for a history of stamps, of the obliteration of ene 
j| set by a cancelling mark in use at another epoch? 
This anachronism met with continually in this col- 
lection, may tend to mislead future amateurs. 

With these reservations, let us signalize some 
interesting points. In Swedenis seen a group of 
the 4 skillings blue, new and unperforated; but 
these stamps never served in that state. In Fin- 
| land is the 20 kopecks, PoRTo sTeMPEL, 2nd type, 
on thick yellowish paper unlaid, we think, for we 
dare not be positive, from inability to renew our 
examination, and above all, to hold it up to the 
light. We have vainly sought for such a speci- 
men in several collections. Here are likewise the 
Finland reprints, 1st and 2nd emission on plain 
paper, and in sheets containing several rows of in- 
verted impressions. But side by side with these 
stamps we see with regret figuring the Hamburg 
counterfeits of the Ist emission, noted in our article 
on Finland * * * 

Not allowed to continue our examination, we 
must manage to do without. All amateurs get 
their specimens from two sources: firstly, from 
friends and relatives; secondly, from dealers. With 
regard to the former category, M. De S. has had 
peculiar advantages by reason of the eminent 
scientific position he holds. Let us particularly 
admire the French essays he owes to M. Barre’s 
generosity. They are unique, extra choice, and 
would add honor to any collection, According, 
however, to qualified judges, the French stamps 
are incompletely represented, for we are certain 
that it might have been supplied from the second 
source mentioned, viz : from dealets, with many an 
individual now absent. Originally, when M. de 
S. used to busy himself in assembling materials 
for his collection, many dealers thought them- 
selves highly honoured by offering him every cur- 
iosity they could obtain. But when their re- 
searches began to be less fruitful; when the sacred 
fire was extinguished, and the illustrious senator’s 
numerous occupations obliged him to give rarer 
attention to his collection and entrust its care to 
others, from that day it remained stationary. Of- 
| fers of rarities continued to flow in, but * * * ite 
may be declared, then, more than two years behind- 
hand; for, with the exception of common speci- 
mens and fancy reprints, none of those stamps 
which persevering and fortunate researches have 
placed in the hands of dealers, and consequently 
in all choice collections, are to be met with, We 
own, therefore, with regret, that this collection is 
not only inferior to that of Mr. Ph., {our readers 
will readily recognize the allusion], but, we will 
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venture to affirm, to all the chief French collec- 
tions. Remove the essays of M. Barre, and nothing 
remarkable will be found save rows or sheets of 
the same stamp, precisely alike in colour and per- 
foration. In a word, nothing striking can be men- 
tioned. The absence of many good rare stamps, 
frequently met with in the principal albums; the 
absence of numerous interesting varieties in a col- 
lection, which purports to give a complete his- 
torical resume of postage stamps; an incorrect clas- 
sification; and a defective arrangement, preventing 


its convenient examination ;—such are the blots of |} 


this famouscollection. Weare grieved for it, and 
on this Champ de Mars, witnessing so many of our 
industrial victories, it is painful to think our coun- 
try would have suffered an easy defeat, had some 
foreign collector pleased to enter the lists. 

After this mischance, allow us a retrospective 
and regretful review. 

Since Class 89 served as a pretext for exhibiting 
M. de S.’s collection, is it not a pity that the prin- 
cipal collectors did not follow this example. ‘lhe 
distinguishing characteristic of a collection is not 
the mere presence of unique or fabulously priced 
specimens. Few of us but have not had the luck 
to set hands on one of such curiosities. What in 
our view signalies a collection, is its classification 
because that is the veritable work of its author. 
A judicious and methodical classification; an ar- 
rangement conducive to proper examination; the 
indication of innumerable known varieties, either 
by unused or well-preserved copies; an album 
commodiously adapted for the study and preserva- 
tion of stamps;—such is the truefield of battle where 
the victory is not dependant on the multitude or 
the gay clothing of the battalions, but on the proof 
of the patient and unintermitting labour of their 
commander. But it must be owned that the theatre 
for this conflict was badly chosen in the Champ de 
Mars. Our timbrophilic riches lose by exposure 
to common and unappreciating eyes, Many ama- 
teurs were deterred on that account. Their battle- 
field would be the rooms of a learned society 
and the dispersion of the philatelic socicty may 
fitly be regretted here. The riches stored in foreign 
albums ; valuable information ; interesting details ; 
dates vainly sought for ;— all these might have 
come to light by the inspection of such albums in 
a company of amateurs. What means for complet- 
ing labours now necessarily incomplete} On the 
contrary, what materials for study will remain in 
oblivion. Moreover, fresh ideas start from mutual 
conference, and it is natural to suppose that the 
method which distinguishes French collections 
would have been profitably ameliorated by the 
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examination and discussion of those in use among 
foreign collectors. The want of a central reunion 
of amateurs is more than ever to be regretted. May 
the Champ de Mars, the witness of our forefathers’ 


| confederation, and of this new working alliance of 


different peoples, inspire timbrophilic visitors with 


, tie desire of establishing an universal society, and 
| suggest the means of constituting the same. 
| is our most ardent desire. 


This 


[We may conclude this account of the stamps 
exhibited at Paris, by remarking that numerous 


sheets of forgeries are disgracefully exposed for 
sale in the bazaar opposite the Swiss cafe ; and that 


among the serial publications stand forth conspic- 
uously The Stamp Collectors’ Magazine and THE 
PHILATELIST.] 





POSTAL MISCELLANY, 





Nomser oF STAMPS USED IN THE UNITED SraTEs. 
Mr. J. M. Chute has shown us a report from 
which we glean the following facts. During the 
seven years of the contract given by the United 
States to the National Bank Note Company of 
New York, they furnished the department with 
2,462,148,200 stamps, representing by their facial 
value $74,624,081.10. They were of the following 
values and quantities; 








1 cent, S - - 168,838,650 ’ 
2 cents, = - - 280,343,350 
3 “ - - - 1,958,837,420 
5 se - - - 8,551,120 
al Ieee Oe 
Rr et - - - 8,756,725 
15 “ - - - 2,469,640 
24 ‘“ - - - 10,269,875 
30 66 - - - 3,311,680 
90" $6 - - - 347,310 
Total. 2,462, 148,200 


The paper used in making this immense quantity 


| of stamps weighed about 100 tons, and the line of 


perforation would be 65,500 miles long | 
country beat that? 


Can any 





Answers to Correspondents, 


Qu4xer Cyty.—1. The S.C. Record of Mon- 
treal was pyblished by the person you name. 2. 
The article on Stamp Forgeries will not be con- 
inning of the next volume, 3. 
Nothing but what relates to Stamps is accepted in 
the Mercury, 
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Seika ubedbiong | A. D.—Montrose, Pa.—Your subscription 
expires with number twelve. We will be happy 
to have you renew it, and to reccive your friend’s 
as promised. See Prospectus in another column. 

W.R., Philadelphia, Pa.—The Ionian Islands 
stamps are now obsolete. 

SuBscrisER—Send your stamps to a dealer who 
will apprize them for you. 





Received Since Our Last. 


—_—— 


[In this column we will give our honest and un- 
restrained opinion of all and any Timbrophilic 
publication that may come to our notice, If it 
deserves it, we will praise it, if it does not, we will 
criticise it and hope their publishers will look upon 
it in the same light, as we do, and will not expect 
‘‘ puffs ” when peal t deserve it.] 


The American Journal of Philately. New York; 
The N. Y. Philatelic Soviety. 
This is a journal lately established in the city 


of New York and pretends to be a stamp Journal 
published by a pretended “Stamp Society” and 


in fact we may add it is a Journal with a great 
deal of pretence and very liitle show of reality or 
“very much cry and very little wool” as Beelzebud 
is said to have remarked when he had done shear- 
ing a pig. 

The Editor of this same delectable Journal is 


a person given to ventilating his views of things in 
general and is withal, or rather thinks he is con- 


siderable of a critic in which character however 
we consider it imposible that he 1s likely to have 
greatness thrust upon him. 

His last efforts in that line comes in the form of 
a reply to the doubts expressed by us as to the 
existence of a No. 1 of his Journal and which doubt 
we take this opportunity of informing our readers 
ammounts to a fact and we challenge the Editor 
aforesaid and his invisible and immaterial familiar 
of LLLL. D.Morley, “Prof.” Bunger of the Bung- 
town Bugle, Baron Munchausen, “Dr.” Grafton, 
and Dunwiddle of Dumfries to produce any evi- 
dence that the number in question had any exis- 
tence until June last when the “reprint” made its 
appearance and until which time not a single copy 
of the “original” was to be ever seee either in New 
York or anywhere else. 

His corretcions are amusing. Canada stamps 
were first issued in 1856, s he says. How our | 
Canadian friends will smile at that “correction”. 
We beg to say thet we are prepared to prove by 














82 
pera ne 
the report of the P. M. General of Canada for the 
year 1851 (in which the receipts from sales of stamps 
forms part of the statistics) that our publisher cor- 
rectly stated the date of issue of the first Canada 
stamps to be 1851, and we defy him to produce 
any evidence to the contrary other than the weak 
vapid authority of the erudite compiler of the so- 
calle “Chronological and heterogeneous system” 
which forms such an important feature in his Jour- 
nal but which system is entirely copied from our 
publishers price catalogue without a single exception, 
and as the worthy compiler thereof vauntingly pla- 
ces his name above the valuable result of his labors 
and as he returns thanks to Lallier, Gray, Brown, 
as well as to the imaginary personage Bunger of 
Bungtown we do modestly present our humble 
claims on his gratitute seing that his valuable com- 
pilation is simply a transposed reprint of our cat- 
alogue; not a single original line having as yet ap- 
peared in it. 





Of course such an enlightened and gifted gen- 
tleman as the compiler is known to be would not 
descend to plagiarism,—of course not but we leave 
such of our readers as have been fortunate to ob- 
tain a glimpse of the “Chronologycal system” to 
form their own conclusions. 


Kegarding the sneer at our grammar we will on- 
ly remark that we have a tolerable respect ‘both 
for Grammatic rules and Webster’s Dictionary 
which latter is a work which we advice our wor- 
thy cotemporary to add to the “Philatelic” library 
at the earliest possible date and further to study it 
devoutly and in the course ofa few month he may 
probably ascertain that the words columne, ths, 
catologue, persume &c. are not to be found in it, 

The rest of his criticism we comprehend not, 
for like the peace of God, it passeth our under- 
standimg. “But, more anon” if need be. 








ADVERTISED LETTERS. 





We have letters sent to the following addresses 
and returned to us as “not called for.” The parties 
to whom they are addressed will please claim them 
within ninety days, or they will be destroyed. 

O. Zabel, 255 N. 15th. St. Philadelphia, Pa 
H. Lawson, West Chester, N. Y. 

C. B. Cook, Castile, N.Y. 

E. Hitch cock, Springfield, Mass. 
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PROSPECTUS OF THE 2D VOL. 
Che American Stamp Werenry. 


ENLARGED TO TWELVE PAGES. 

With the next number but one of the Mercury, 
the second volume begins and the publisher feels it 
his duty to thank the collectors of America, as well 
as abroad, for the liberal support they have given 
it during the first year of its existence. No pains|} 
will be spared to keep it above all others in rank, |} © 
and nothing that work or money can do will be|} © 
left undone, in order to keep to it the title it has 
attained of 


THE BEST STAMP PAPER IN AMERICA. 
The pubiisher hopes to see all the old names on 
his new list, and is sure that his friends will not 
desert him, but send as long lists of clubs as they 
can get. Remember that the size of the paper is 
in your hands, and the more subscribers, the larger|| — 
the magazine. ‘The following will be the 

CONTENTS : 

New ty Issvep Stamps.—A full list of all stamps || 
issued during the month will be given, illustrated |} © 
with, on an average, three engravings a month. 

ORIGINAL ARTICLES,—by some of the best writers |} 
ut home and abroad. 

CorrEsPOoNDENCE.—This will no doubt be an 
interesting portion as the number of correspon- 
dents is very large and extends all over the world. 

ANSWERS TO CoRRESPONDENTS.—Any informa- |} — 
tion the editor can give, he will gladly do so in this |} 
column. 

Extracts.—This will be a new and very interest- 
ing feature. All the dest articles in our exchanges 
will ‘be reprinted here, as fast as they appear in them, || 
therefore making the editorial corps of the Mercury 
as large asall the others put together. ‘This will, 
it is believed, be a great improvement, and a per- 
son subscribing to the Mercury will thus get all the 
news he would otherwise find in a dozen magazines. 

ADVERTISEMENTS—will be inserted in the other |] — 
four pages only, thereby not interferring with the |} — 
reading matter in the least. th 

The advertisers will bear in mind that the Mer- |} 
cury has the largest circulation of any stamp -publi- 
cation in America, and look on the rates of adver- 
tisements accordingly. 

TERMS, 
SUBSCRIPTION, PER YEAR, 
In the United States or Canadas, 

(The postage, 12 cents a year, to be paid at 

the office where the paper is received.) 

Outside of the United States, post paia, 

SINGLE CoPiEs, 10 crs. 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 
For every six lines, or fraction thereof, 

For one page, 

For one half page, 


ALL PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 

An unused foreign stamp is given away with each | 
number. 
Subscribers whose subscription does not finish} 
with the volume will receive the Mercury WITHOUT |} 
THE STAMP, Address all communications 


F. TRIFET, Publisher, 
American Stamp Mercury, 4} 
20 State Street, Boston, Mass. |} 












$1.00 |} 


1.40 |} | 




















STAMP MERCURYW 


CHEAP SETS. 


Those marked by an asterisk (*) are unused. 


Austria 20 Varieties $0.60 
Austrian Italy “ .20 
Baden .30 
Bavaria, ’51—62, 20 
| Bavaria, 67, ld 
| 20 
45 
*30 
.20 
25 
6.00 
15 
90 
1.24 
15 
2.00 
2.00 
12 
18 
.30 
20 
30 
-20 
+30 
-30 
75 
.20 
25 
15 
45 
25 
50 
3d 
25 
225 
20 
15 
.00 
.20 
20 
40 
-20 
18 
75 
25 
15 
1.75 
30 
.20 
-60 
40 
vee 
1.75 
80 
50 
385 
50 
40 
.30 
1.00 
15 
+35 
30 
4°20 
18 


—_ 


POWAPUID QA AE AF RARDWODRD 


British Guiana, 
Brunswick 
| *Canada 1851 
“6 760-68 
er es 68 
*Cape of Good Hope Sq. 
Denmark 
*Egypt 1866 
ho 186g 


Germany, North 
* “ “ 68, 
Germany South 

* “é ‘6 
Great Britain 
Greece 
*Hamburg Boten 
| Hamburg, 
Hanover 
Holland, 
Hong Kong 
India 
*Tonian Islands 
Italy 
| Jamaica 
| Mecklemburg Schwerin 
|Moldo Wallachia 1868, 
| Natal 
|* « embossed, 
New South Wales 
New Zealand 
* Nicaragua 
Norway 
Oldenburg, 
Prussia 
* 6s 


68, 


al _ —_ 
anrmwowoeo 


Queensland 
*Romagna 

| Roman States, 
Russia 

Salvador 

Saxony 

Schleswing Holstein 
*Sicily 

*Servia 

Spain (all issues) 

* 66 “O66 

* « July’ 67, 

i* ‘* Official, ’54, 
|* «6 “ 55, 
Straits Settlement 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
* “6 

|| Tasmania 
Trinidad 


to ws oa 
POHAT PoP pr HOR ROWRAONAw 


ae 
ONO &OP 


i 


—_ 
OPWONAMAAAR RD 


envelopes 





8s 


*United States 1851 
*NGV2. Pi.O; 
*Wells, Fargo & Co. 1 


8 1,10 
6 
1 
Victoria 6 
4 
8 


2.50 
2,00 
25 
25 
25 


Western Australia 
Wurtemburg 


F. TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 12, 
Boston, Mass. 


Issued June 1868. 
A Vew and Liustrated 
DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 


AND 


CATALOGUE 


OF 


American and Foreign 


Postage Stamps, 


For Sale by F. TRIFET, 


This is a new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 
issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps, 

All former prices cancelled from date. SEND FOR IY, 

Sent, post paid, to any address on receipt of 15 cents, or 
5ithree cent stamps. A few copies will be interleaved with 
blank sheets to make notes, &c. Price, 25 cents. 

Address 


F. TRIFET, 20 State St., 
Boston, Mass. 





ANTED! The following stamps in any quan- 
tity. 
CanavA; $d., 6d. sterling, 10d,, 12d. and env- 
lopes. 
New Brunswick; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2 and 17 cents. 
NEWFOUNDLAND; 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and 
12, 18, and 24 cents. 
Nova Scom1A; 1, 3, 6, 12 pence, and 84 cents, 
Also all kinds of Hong Kong, India, Victoria, 
Mexico, Salvador, New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
other colonial and South American stamps. 
Persons having such will please send them on 
for inspection with the lowest prices pr. piece, 
dozen or hundred. F. TRIFET 
20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Set of Eight, including the 90 cent, 1851 
unused, ri a a . si. Be LOT 
Wells,: Fargo & Co., Set of 11 unused, 2.00, 
Nay. PAO.) Setiof Five;\27 % . 2.50. 

The above are very cheap, and I have but a few 
sets on_hand, 

F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 
Bostcn, Mass. 
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F. Trifet’s Sept. 


A New Illustrated Price Catalogue. 


FE TRIFET’S NEW CATALOGUE PUBLISHED, 
e June 1st. gives the description and value of every 
stamp issued from 1840 to June 68. It is illustrated with 
engravings of many new and rare stamps, and is the only 
complete catalogue published in America. 

Price 15 cents. Interleaved with blank pages for making 
notes, &c., 25 cents. 


40 Varteties for 25 cents. 
HE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF USED 
stamps contains forty varieties, including Austria, 
Baden, Bavaria, Sweden, Canada, Switzerland, &c. All 
warranted genuine, 


Cheap Italian Stamps. 
yO Ae taro SET OF NINE, $1.75: SICILY, SET 
ot seven, $1.75; Naples set of eight, $1.25. All un- 
used and warranted genuine, 





New Canada Stamps in Packets. 
N THE ONE DOLLAR PACKET OF UNUSED STAMPS 
there is a 4, 1,2 and 3 cent stamp of the new issue of 
Canada, besides 36 other stamps All warranted genuine, 


18 Colonial Stamps for 25 Cents. 
FE TRIFET’S TWENIY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF 
« used colonial stamps contains 1° varieties, including 
Barbadoes, Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, &c.— 
All warranted genuine. 


Cheap Sets of Unused Stamps. 
Bere 1866, set of seven, $2.00. Egypt, 1867, set of 
y six, $1.60. Canada, 1851, set of six, $6.00. Canada, 
1868, set of seven, 85 cents. ILonian Islands, set of three, 
50 cents. All unused and warranted genuine. 


20 Used aud Unused Stamps for 25 cents. 
HE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF USED AND 
Unused Stamps contains 20 varieties, including Greece, 
Brazil, Barbadoes, &c. All warranted genuine. 


Hamburg Boten Stamps. 
ETS OF 116, INCLUDING HAMER’S ADHESIVES & 
Envelopes, 2 sets of Hamonia, 4 of Scheerenbeck, 2 of 
Lafrentz, Krantz, &c , being the complete set for 75 cents. 
Warranted genuine. 


The Cheapest Album advertised. 
ULREADY ALBUM NO. 1. BROUGHT UP TO 
the present time, spaces being provided for all new 
issues, small oblong, cloth, post free, 90 cents, 
This is the best Album, for the meney. 


Fac Similes of Confederate Stamps. 


N RECEIPT OF 25 CTS., I WILL SEND PACKET 

number four, which contains 40 varieties of Confede- 

rateFac Similes. They are well executed and cheap. A 
discount will be made on a dozen packets. 


The Cheapest Stamp Album. 
ONPAREIL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, RULED 
to contain over 1100 stamps, with the description of 
current issue in English, French and German. Embossed 
cloth covers. Post free 55 cents! 


The latest Descriptive Catalogue. 
HE STAMP COLLECTOR’S HAND-BOOK. — IT 
gives a description of all stamps issued from 1840 to 
1867 compiled by the late C. M. Celtz. Postpaid, 25 cents. 


The only Album containing Places for Revenues. 
ILL’S BOSTON STAMP ALBUM, CONTAINS 
places for 3000 stamps, is divided into countries, each 
country having sufficient spaces for all past present and 
future issues. Printed in carmine ink, 4to. cloth gilt 
sides, post free, $3.00. 


The best Album published. , 
ALLIER’S ALBUM, TRANSLATED INTO English 
from the seventh French edition. Contains a full 
description of all American and foreign stamps, with 
icompartments arranged for the reception of each. This 
is the most complete Album published. Imperial oblong, 
8 vo., cloth, clasp, post free $5.50; half turkey morocco 
better paper, $7.00. 4 


THE AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 



























































Announcements. — 


15 unused stamps for 25 cents. 
OU CAN GET OF ME FIFTEEN UNUSED STAMPS 
for 25 ecnt3., including Bavaria, Baden, Italy, France 
&c. All warranted genuine. 


The best thing to mount stamps with. 
DHESIVE PAPER. BY TAKING A SMALL PIECE 
of this paper, and folding it in halves, you can firmly 
and neatly mount your stamps in your album by merely 
moistening it, and after fixing one half to the stamp, stick 
the other half unto the book. Price, per package of ten 
sheets, 15 cents and stamp. 
Veni, Vidi, Vici, Series of Packets. 
EW PACKET LISTISSUED MAY 20TH. SEND 
one stamp for it. You will find on it many packets 
that cannot be equaled and none that can be beaten by 
cae dealer in this Country. 923 havebeen sold since May 
20th. 


Confederate Stamps, Cheap. 
OW IS THE TIME TO FILL YOUR SETS. 1CENT 
orange, $2.50. 2cents green, $2.00. 5 cents green 
or blue, 30 cents. 10 cents biue. 60 cts. 10 cent rose $2.00 
Ten cents blue $2.00, All the above are the old issue 
very rare and cheap, also warranted genuine 


If you try other dealers and are not satisfied, try me. 
NLY ONE TRIAL IS SOLICITED AND IF NOT 
satisfactory, I am willing to return the money. This 

is an advantage that other dealers don’t give you. 


Cheaper than Ever. 
NITED STATES STAMPS, COMPLETE SET OF 
1851 issue $1.10. Set of Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Ex- 
press Stamps $2.00. Set of N. Y. P. O. stamps, one 
stamp and four proofs, $2.50, All unused and warranted 
genuine. 


60 used and unused Stamps for 75 cents. 
EW PACKET NO. 25, CONTAINS 60 USED AND 
unused stamps. This packet is one of the cheap- 
est of the list, contains no duplicates and all the stamps 
are genuine. 


Well mixed European Stamps. 
ONTINENTALS IN LARGE OR SMALL LOTS. 
100 for 25 cents, 500 $1.15. Better quality 100 for 90 
cents; 500 $2.00. 


Wood cuts of newly issued Stamps. 

| a tare es OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS 
'y ‘These are electrotypes of well executed cuts and are 
suitable to illustrate dealer’s lists, circulars, &c. 20 vari- 

eties now ready, price $1.00 each, or $18.00 for the set 

Extraordinary Success. 
AY 20TH. I ISSUED MY NEW PACKET LIST 
called * the Vini, Vidi, Vici, series ” and am most 
thankful for the number of them that have been ordered. 
No better advertisement of these popular packets can be 
made than to state that 923 have been sold since they 
were first issued, May 20th to August 30th. 


The American Stamp Mercury. 
NTERTAINING READING FOR STAMP COL- 
lectors as wellas others. The best Stamp Paper in 
Amcrica. It is always quoted as the authority. Subscription 
only 50 cents per year. Examine this number and if you 
Dy at a subscriber you will soon be. Back numbers sup- 
plied. 
Flags and Arms of all nations. 
ICELY EXECUTED AND SUITABLE FOR HILL'S 
or any other album, two sheets, being over 75 flags 
and arms. 25 cents each. 
175 Stamps for $3.00 
HE THREE DOLLAR PACKET OF USED AND 
unused stamps contains 175 varieties including Hol- 
land, Western Australia, Hamburg 1868, also Germany, 
Wurtemburg Parma, new Canada, Turk’s Isand, Sardinia 
&c. All warranted genuine. : 
Wanted to Buy 
TAMPS OF ALL KINDS, PARTICULARLY THE 
first issue of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and New- 
foundland, Colonial stamps of all kinds, no matter how 





For any of the above address F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 





common or rare, and all other stamps. Also collections. 












2 FAmericanStamp 


A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO STAMP COLLECTING, 
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BOSTON, 


THE 


AMERICAN STAMP MERCURY. 


Published on the Ist of every month. 


F. TRIFET, Proprietor, 
20 STATE STREET, BOSTON. 


TERMS FOR VOLUME Il. 


11) Single Copies, - § .10 
: ns Copy to One Address, One year, 1.00 


Hi Including an Unused Foreign Stamp with each number. 
PayaBLE IN ADVANCE, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For every Six lines, or fraction, . . - ...- + $3.00, 





! 
| VotumE I, Stitched in Paper Covers, post-paid, 60 cents. 


NOTICE, 





Persons receiving this with this Notice marked 
with a large will know that their subscription 
(Hjhas expired and that the Magazine will be stop- 
{ ped if it is nut renewed. 
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NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 
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Suez Canat Company.—This Company has just 

TE re ] issued a series of stamps, 
similar in appearance to 
3] the annexed engraving, the 
use of which is to prepay 
the letters of the persons 
engaged in the working of 
six values; 
20 centimes blue, 

5 green, 40 rose, 

|| The others are no doubt 10 and 80 centimes though 
| We are not sure, 





There are 
1 centime, black, 


the Canal. 


“ sé 


OCTOBER, 1868. 


No. XII 








Sarawak.—The Philatalist announces a stamp 
for this province, the value of which is three cents, 
printed in brown or yellow paper perforated. 

Inpra.—The new 8 anna stamp noticed in our 
last is obtained by placing the head of the four an- 
na, octagonal, inside of the eight anna frame. It is 
printed asjformerly, pink on white. 

Srraits SETTLEMENTS.—We have to add two 
more values to the present issue, viz: 

2 cents, light-brown, 
4 carmine, 

Swirzertanp.—The 25 centimes stamp an- 
nounced some time since has made his appearance. 
It is of the same type as the other values, printed 
in green. Also an envelope of the same value and 
colour. 





Our “Local” Stamps. 


BY 8. A. T. j 


[Continued from Page 79.] 

The next Local stamp claming our attention 
is that issued by I. H. Prince, of Portland, 
Maine. This stamp is still used, and dates back 
some seven years. It may perhaps sound strange 
to some of our readers to learn that a great number 
of letters are daily conveyed between Portland and 
Boston by a private party in the face of the high 
sounding but unconstitutional proclamation to be 
geen in the Boston P.O, regulations which states that 
the streets of Boston have been declared a postal rout e 
to the exclusion of all unauthorized letter carriers. 

Mr. Prince’s stamp continues in existence for the 
following reason : 

By the present mail arrangements between 
Portland and Boston, the afternoon mail closes in 
Portland at about 3 P. M., consequently letters 
posted after that hour have to wait the following 
mail which is not made up until the next morning, 
and in consequence, letters posted after 3 P, M. 
are not delivered in Boston until noon of the fol- 
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owing day. To remedy this inconvenience, Mr. 
Prince has a messenger, who travelling by the 
steamer which leaves Portland at 6 P. M., takes 
charge of all letters which are handed to him for 
transmission to Boston, but which letters must in 
the first place havea U.S. 3 cts. stamp affixed 
in addition to which Mr. Prince makes a charge of 
two cents for his trouble in conveying them to 
Boston, where at an early hour (usually before 6 
A.M. of the following morning they are safely 
deposited in the Boston P. O., and are ready for 
delivery before 9 A. M., thus making a saving of 
from 3 to 4 hours time in transit at an extra cost of 
two cents. 

Mr. Prince’s stamps being an existing Local 
label is singularly enough not to be seen mentioned 
in any of the local price lists for which we are at 
a loss to account. 

It is a small oval lithographic design having a 
representation of a steamer in the centre with 
the words at top in Roman characters Lrerrer 
Express, and at bottom the words I. H. Prince in 
fac simile of the proprietor’s signature. It is print- 
ed in black on white paper, and was engraved by 
Messrs. Lowell and Brett of Boston, who are also, 
we may addin this connection the agents of the 
National Bank Note Company of New York. 

[To be continued.) 








BOSTON. 





That pre-eminence in literary matters which 
Boston has attained and which has long been her 
peculiarly distinguishing characteristic when com- 
pared with the other cities of the Union is not like- 
ly to suffer on the head of timbrophilic literature 
in which as in all other literary matters, Boston 
and New England are unmistakably foremost. We 
give a brief statisticalreview showing the relative 
progress of timbrophily in the different quarters 
of the republic which will, no doubt, be interesting 
to our readers and which may be depended on as 
correct. 

Ist. There is at present in the United States 
three periodicals devoted to the interests of stamp 
collectors (exclusive of Messrs. Mason’s Coin and 
** Stamp ” Journal which with all respect for its 
talented Editor we cannot conciensiously designate 
as a ‘*Stamp” Journal, seeing that the Stamp 
‘news’ is so extremely vague, indefinite, flat, 
stale, and unprofitable as the poet hath it, but 
which is a very excellent Coin Journal and we do 
recommand all Coin Collectors to subscribe forth- 
with). Ofthese three Stamp Journals, the two 








oldest are published in Boston. Since the advent 
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of timbrophily twelve stamp periodicals have been |} 


published in the U. S., of these, Boston produced | 


Conn. 2, New York 1, Newport, R. I. 1, Cincin- 
natil. Of Stamp Albums, four have been pub- 


lished in the U. S., of these Boston has published 
2, one of them passing through three editions, 


N.Y. 2. Of Manuals three have been published 
in the U. S., of these Boston produced 2 and Phila- 
delphia 1. 

Of dealers’ price lists in book form, ten have 
been published in the U.S., of these Boston pro- 
duced 4, Philadelphia 2, New York 2, Cincinnati 
1, Middletown, Conn. 1, 


Of Catalogues in sheet form without enumerat- |} } 
ing the different editions, 33 have been published |f 


in the U.S., of these Boston produced 7, New 


York 7, Newport, R. I. 2, Chicago 2, Detroit | 
2, Albany 2, Belfast 2, and Philadelphia, Middle- |} 


town, Meriden, Worcester, Charlestown, Lowell, 
Utica, Rochester, and East Saginaw one each. 

In the British Provinces, timbrophily is dead | 
a twelve month since. During its existence there 
Canada produced one stamp journal, the first in 
America, 2 pamphlet lists, and one sheet-form list, 
in New Brunswick (St. John) 3 stamp papers, 2 
pamphlet-form lists, and 3 sheet-form lists have 
been published. 

Of Express Post or Local Stamp lists 4 only 
have been published in the U.S., of these, New 


York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Albany produced 
1 each, 


Of Revenue Stamps price lists, one only has 


been published, in Chicago, and no other we believe 
in the U. 8. 


The business of “ Postage Stamp Dealers” was 


classifieed in an American directory for the jirst 4 
time in the Boston Business Directory for 1867 as |p 


will be seen by referring to page 236 of the 
Directory for that date. 
the City Directory for 1868. 


By the above table, it will be seen that more 
Stamp Journals, Albums, Catalogue, Manuals, and |f 


Price Lists, have been published in Boston than in 


any other city in the U. S., so that in point of e 


timbrophilic literature Boston takes the lead as 
she has long continued to do in literary produc- 
tion of all classes. 





THE NEW YORK POST OFFICE. | 





A glance at its Interior —The various Depart- | 


ments— Their Work, and How tt is done. 





No branch of government service is of more 


3, Chicago, Ill. 2, Meriden, Conn. 2, Middletown, : 


It is also on page 281 of 
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STAMP MERCURY. 





|| interest and importance for the general public, 
{| than the Post Office Department. In the growth 
|| and development of the present extensive postal 
|| system, may be found a record of the intellectual 
|}and commercial progress of the nation. In their 
ceaseless ebb and flow, the mails, connecting scat- 
tered continents and widely separated sections 
with invisible currents of intelligent communication, 
have been well compared to a great brain, working 
| out the problem of progressive civilization. Those 
{| who comprehend the present extent of the postal 
system would scarcely think it possible that less 
than half a century ago, the business of the New 
York Post Office was done in one small room of a 
private dwelling at the corner of Exchange Place 
j) and Williams street. The ‘* Great Southern Mail,” 
j/as it was called, was at that time carried in a 
{| wheelbarrow to the river, rowed over to the New 
j| Jersey side in an open boat, and sent in wagons to 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, whence it was des- 
patched to other points south and west. To-day 
the same mail daily exceeds a hundred tons in 
bulk, and a thousand agents and clerks are now 
needed to perform the work accomplished by one 
j/man in 1818, This single fact is sufficient to show 
the increase in the labors and facilities of the pos- 
tal service within the brief period of fifty years. 

After numerous changes of location, the New 

York Post Office was finally transferred to the old 
{ church building on Nassau Street, where it will re- 
main until the proposed new building is erected in 
the Park. The exterior appearance of this venera- 
ble edifice gives few indications of the vast work 
performed within its once consecrated walls, and 
only the beehive appearance it receives from the 
thousands constantly passing in and out of its 
many doors, shows its importance to the city. the 
couvtry, and the world. Inside, however, the cu- 
rious visitor sees the workings of the great system 
4/0f postal communication; and if he will walk 
through the various departments of the office, and 
watch the clerks in the rapid and almost mechani- 
cal performance of their duties, he will for the first 
time appreciate the vastness of the work accom- 
‘|| plished in its dark and dirty galleries. A glance 
at the nature and extent of this work, and the 
manner in which it is performed, shows many facts 
and figures of more than ordinary interest. 

The post office is devided into seven departments, 
as follows: ‘ Distribution,” ‘Box,’ ‘ Carrier,” 
* Foreign,”’ ‘‘ Registered letter,” “ Money Order,” 
|| and “ Newspaper and Mailing-” 

DISTRIBUTION DEPARTMENT. 
All letters carried into the post office by mail or 
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through the drops, exclusive of those mailed here 


for city delivery, are first received by this depart- 
ment. It is one of the most important divisions of 
the office, as the probability of a letter reaching the 


‘destination indicated in its addzess, is dependent 


on the accuracy with which the clerks perform 
their labors. Letters arriving by mail are usually 
put up in packages, and if New York is not their 


‘destination, these packages need not be broken 


Those dropped here, however, are promiscuous, 
and must be classified according to the routes by 
which they are to be sent, and bagged* under the 
personal supervision of Mr. O. H. Collins, the su- 
perintendent, and delivered to the mailing depart- 
ment for forwarding. This work is performed 
with great rapidity, as the mails are kept open as 
long as possible for the accommodation of business 
men. Over two hundred and fifty thousand letters 
pass through this department daily. Seventy-eight 
clerks are employed by day, and the same number 
by night, which is more than twice as many as 
were needed ten years ago. In the arrangement 
and distribution of letters the clerks perform their 
work with the rapidity and regularity of machines. 
Each city and town on the main postal routes has 
its box, into which its letters and those of the 
towns it suplies, are placed. They are then made 
up in packages, bagged and forwarded in less time 
than it would require to describe the details of the 
work. So perfect is the system, that even trifling 
errors are exceptional in this department. Were 
it otherwise, the complications of mistakes, losses 
and delays that must follow, would destroy the 
efficiency of the mail serviee. An instance of this 
occurred only a few days ago, in which, through | 
the stupidity of some official in the Boston post 
office, a large portion of the New York mail from 
that city was misdirected and forwarded to Wash- 
ington. More than two days’ time was lost by 
this blunder, but as the mail was packed in a sin- 
gle large box, of the hattern lately adopted by the 
Department, no other evils resulted. 

In the work of destribution, all letters not stamp- 
ed according to law are thrown aside and held for 
postage. The number of letters thus detained is 
surprisingly large—averaging nearly two hundred 
aday. A large portion of these evince careless- 
ness, rather than ignorance, on the part of those 


who mailed tnem. 
Nany have revenue instead of postage stamps 


attached; others have two-cent stamps instead of 
three-cent, and the rest have no stamps at all. 
Many letters are also detained because the addres- 
ses are wrong, or the palces are unknown to the 
Department. 
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A number of amusing superscriptions might be 
taken from the register of detained letters, that 
would show the carelessness or stupidity of many 
whose clear and business-like handwriting shows 
that they should know better if they did not. One 
was mailen some time ago, addressed to ‘‘ Henry 
Harris,U, 8. 8. C.,”” and another to the ‘“ United- 
States American Consul, Porto Rico, N. J.’”’ Let- 
ters addressed simply to Westchester, or some 
other large county are very common. Others, ad- 
dressed to a particular neighborhood or building, 
such as ‘Main Street,” or ‘*Mansson House,” 
without spedifying in what city and state they may 
be found, are by no means uncommon. Many 
others properly stamped, are posted with no ad- 
dress at all, or simply to a person whose residence 
isa conundrum, the department clerks have no 
time to guess. 

Foreign letters are sometimes very amusing in 
the manner in which they are addressed, although 
they are rarely detained. The signatures of letters 
are often copied entire, beginning with * Yours re- 
spectfully,”” and ending with the address of the 
person who has previously written from this coun- 
try. In one instance the business card of a 
restaurant keeper was copied entire, ending with 
the words “ Meals at all hours.” Americans, how- 
ever are the only people who do not appear to care 
whether their letters are delivered or not, and two- 
thirds of the errors with which the post office 
Department is charged, are attributable to the 
vague, imperfect and careless manner in which 
letters are addressed. 


BOX DEPARTMENT, 


Nearly half of the letters addressed to the busi- 
ness men of this city are delivered through the box 
department, This system of delivery merits little 
praise, although the department is as well managed 
as the faults, essentially a part of the system, 
permit; but the public is rapidly losing confidence 
in both, and we trust the boxes will be abandoned 
before the close of the present year. The Cedar 
street of the building is mainly devoted to the 
boxes of this department. Of these there are some 
six thousand, five hundred, although about two 
thousand have been given up by the persons for- 
merly holding them. Sixty clerks are employed 
in the work of sorting and boxing the letters, sixty 
thousand of which are daily delivered through this 
department. As accuracy in this work depends 
solely on the sorters’ memory, many errors are 
unavoidable, No one man or force of men has yet 
been found that could comprehend the box system, 
or remember the name and number of the box 
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holders and their boxes. In forner years the rev- 
enue derived from the collection of box rents 
accrued to the postmaster, and every effort was put 


forth to increase the number of boxes rented, so as |} _ 
to swell the perquisites of that officer. As a conse- |} | 
quence the box department attained its present size |} 


and importance, and the public became so thor- 
oughly accustomed to this mode of delivery, that, 
notwithstanding the many evils essentially a part 
of the system, they are slow to appreciate the ad- 
vantages of receiving their letters through the car- 
riers. As we have before pointed out the defects 
of the box system it is unnecessary to recount the 
evils incident to this mode of delivery. The public 
is beginning to appreciate the truth of this, and 
we predict the speedy abandonment of the boxes 
even by those who are now advocates of the system. 
CARRIERS’ DEPARTMENT. 

Until within the past six months the carrier sys- 
tem has held a secondary place in the economy of 
the General Post Office. The up-town districts 
have been served by them almost exclusively for |} | 
several years, but among the business men, this fe 
mode of delivery has been regarded with distrust. 
Urged by the many complaints made against the |} 
workings of the box delivery system, the Postmas- |} | 
ter has determined to give it the prominence and |} 
importance it deserves, and as the public are sec- 
onding his efforts, we hope soon to see it entirely 
supersede the box delivery. 

During the past year, the carrier force through- |f 
out the city, under the direction of Mr. J. H. Hal- |} 
let, has been increased from 182 to 308 men. Below 
Canal and Catharine streets 86 men are employed 
to serve the 36 routes into which this part of the 
city is divided. Eight deliveries and ten collec- 
tons of lamp-post box letters are made daily. The: 
work of this department is rapidly increasing 
During the month of July of the present year, 
1,804,216 letters were delivered by carriers, which 
is over half a million more than in the same month 
of 1867. 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT,1 

Under the able supervision of Mr. George G. 
Coffin, the foreign department of the New York 
Post Office has kept pace with the growth and pro- 
gress of the others. Previous to the spring of 1867 
the United States mail was sent out but twice a 
week, on Wednesday and Saturday. On the 4th 
of April of that year the North German Lloyd’s 
Steamship Company (Bremen line) began running 
their steamers every Thursday from New York, |} 
and every Tuesday from Southampton; making |} 
a tri-weekly communication between the United } 
States, Great Britain and the Continent. On the | 
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31st of March, 1868, the Hamburg and American 
Packet Company began to run their steamers reg- 
ularly on Tuesdays from New York, and on Fri- 
days from Southampton, making four mails a week 
from New York. In addition to the above, con- 
tracts were made with the Inman line to carry 
mails from New York to Liverpool, by way of 
Queenstown, on Saturdays during the present year 
and also with the new French steamers, to carry 
mails direct to France an alternate Saturdays. No 
mails leave for foreign ports on Monday or Friday 
as yet, and as six European mails are none too 
many for the present extensive business of this de- 
partment, we trust that contracts may soon be 
made for the remaining too days. During the 
quater ending June 30, 1868, 2,303,650 letters were 
exchange between the United States and Europe 
through the New York Post office. 
REGISTERED LETTER DEPARTMEET. 

The institution of the money-order system, 
while it has not checked the constant increase of 
the number of registered letters sent through the 
mail, has very much retarded the growth of this 
department. Much money in small amounts was 
formerly sent in registered letters, but money 
orders are now issued for a large proportion of the 
sums under fifty dollars that are forwarded by 
mail. During the last quarter 41,224 letters were 
received for delivery and forwarding, and 10,850 
were registered in New York by this department. 
In addition to this 23,000 packages of stamped 
envelopes, and 14,000 packages of stamps were 
sent, during the same quarter, to various parts of 
the country, by order of the Third Assistant Post- 
master General. ‘hese figures, although they do 
not show a large increase within the past four or 
five years, are still sufficiently large to indicate its 
great importance. The registered letter depart- 
ment is presided over by Mr. Walter Kelly, and 
is well and carefully managed. All the fees 
charged for the registering of letters are now paid 
in stamps. 

MONEY-ORDER DEPARTMENT. 

Since the establishment of the money-order 
‘|| systen in 1864, the work of this department has 

‘increased with unparalleled rapidity. During the 
|| first quarter of its existance only 1,116 orders were 
}| issued for the amount of $20,814.29. During the 
1 eeond quarter of the present year their number 
‘|| was increased to 4 ,285, and the amount to $110,- 
703.55. The differance between the payments for 
the same two quarters is equally marked. During 
the former, the number of orders presented was 
5,416, and the amount paid $41,438.69. During 
the latter their number reached 36,644, and the 
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amount $619,802.09. As the system and its work- |} 
ings are each day better understood by the public, 
a still greater proportionate increase may be expec- 
ted during the next four or five years. The busi-|} 
ness of this department is personally supervised 
by Mr. Norton, assistant postmaster; and every 
facility is afforded the public of enjoying all the 
benefits of this convenient system, which want of 
space prevent our describing at length. 
NEWSPAPER AND MAILING DEPARTMENTS. 

The work of these combined departments is im- 
portant and extensive. They employ 80 clreks, 25 
route agents and 104 postal car clerks. In the|} 
newspaper department about 350 bags of printed 
matter are daily received from the various publish- 
ing houses of the city for distribution. Besides 
this there are received, for city delivery, not less 
than 50,000 daily, weekly and monthly publications 
aday. Connected with this department are 18] 
boxes, reserved exclusively for the press and ac- 
cessible at all hours, in which are placed their 
exchanges. In the mailing department about one 
thousand six hundred bags are made up and for- 
warded daily—the aggregate weight of the mails 
handled each day exceeding one hundred tons, 
The postal car service, which is also under the su- 
pervision of this department, is now in successful 
operation form New York to Washington, New 
York to Boston, New York to Buffalo via Erie 
Railroad, and New York to Buffalo via Central 
Railroad, on each of which routes two daily lines 
of postal Cars are now running with the express 
trains. These departments are under the charge 
of Mr. S. H. Knapp, superintendant of mails. — 
N. Y. Evening Post. 





Answers to Correspondents, 


L. W., London, Ont.—1. In packet number 4 the 
stamps are advertised as fac-similes, which means 
copies or in other words forgeries. 2. Your sub- 
scription ends with this*number. 3. There are 
about 4,000 stamps in all, counting all varieties. 

N. A. G., New York.—The reason you did not 
get the Mexicans is that they are not to be had. 

N. W. P., Providence, R. I.—1. The two real 
of Ecuador is an imposition and should not be in 
Brown’s catalogue, 2. There are two varieties of 
the check stamp you mention one yellow and one 
rose. We have also seen a five cent yellow. 

This correspondant says.‘‘I shall subscribe for 
the Mercury again ; it is well worth a dollar a year 
and more.” 
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PROSPECTUS OF THE 2D VOL. 


Che American Stumpy Mercury. 


ENLARGED TO TWELVE PAGES. 
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With the next number of the Mercury, the 
second volume begins and the publisher feels it 
his duty to thank the collectors of America, as well 
as abroad, for the liberal support they have given 
it during the first year of its existence. No pains 
will be spared to keep it above all others in rank, 
and nothing that work or money can do will be 
left undone, in order to keep to it the title it has 
attained of 


THE BEST STAMP PAPER IN AMERICA. 


The pubiisher hopes to see all the old names on 
his new list, and is sure that his friends will not 
desert him, but send as long lists of clubs as they 
can get. Remember that the size of the paper is 
in your hands, and the more subscribers, the larger 
the magazine. ‘The following will be the 


CONTENTS : 

New ty Issvzp Stames.—A full list of all stamps 
issued during the month will be given, illustrated 
with, on an average, three engravings a month. 

ORIGINAL ARTICLES,—by some of the best writers 
at home and abroad. 

CoRRESPONDENCE.—This will no doubt be an 
interesting portion as the number of correspon- 
dents is very large and extends all over the world. 

ANSWERS TO CoRRESPONDENTS.—Any informa- 
tion the editor can give, he will gladly do so in this 
column. 

Exrracts.—This will be a new and very interest- 
ing feature. All the dest articles in our exchanges 
will be reprinted here, as fast as they appear in them, 
therefore making the editorial corps of the Mercury 
as large asall the others put together. This will, 
it is believed, be a great improvement, and a per- 
son subscribing to the Mercury will thus get all the 
news he would otherwise find in a dozen magazines. 

ADVERTISEMENTS—Wwill be inserted in the other 
four pages only, thereby not interferring with the 
reading matter in the least. 

The advertisers will bear in mind that the Mer- 
cury has the largest circulation of any stamp publi- 
cation in America, and look on the rates of adver- 
tisements accordingly. 


TERMS, 
SUBSCRIPTION, PER YEAR, 


In the United States or Canadas, $1.00 
(The postage, 12 cents a year, to be paid at 
the office where the paper is received.) 
Outside of the United States, or Canada, 
post paid, 1.40 
SINGLE Copizs, 10 cENTs. 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 
For every six lines, or fraction thereof, 3.00 
For one page, 18.00 
For one half page, 10.00 
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ALL PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 
An unused foreign stamp is given away with each 
number. 
EXTRAORDINARY INDUCEMENT. 


In order to enlarge the circulation of the Mercury, 
the Publisher offers asa prize to the person that sends 
the largest number of subscriptions between this 
and January lst, a collection of 500 stamps mount- 
ed in one of Hills’ new Album, and to the person 
sending the second largest number, a collection of 
300 in one of the same kind of albums. Send the 
subscriptions as fast as you get them and you will 
be credited with them and on December 31st, the 
persons that havesent the two largest number of 
subscriptions will be awarded the prize. 

Subscribers whose subscription does not finish 
with the volume will receive the Mercury wiTHOUT 
THE STAMP. Address all communications 


F. TRIFET, Publisher, 


American Stamp Mercury, 
20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 








CHEAP SHTS. 
USED STAMPS. 


Those marked by an asterisk (*) are complete sets. 


Austria, 1850-67, 20 Varieties $0.60 
Austrian Italy a 6 66 .20 
Baden 10 “6 30 
Bavaria, ’51—62, 8 “ +20 
Bavaria, ’67, 4 66 15 
Belgium 6 a -20 
Bermuda, 4 ue 45 
Brazil 5 “ °30 
British Guiana, 4 6 .20 
Brunswick 5 “ *25 
Canada 1860-68. 10 és +20 
Denmark 5 #6 1d 
France 1849-67, 12 “ 225 
Germany, North 10 ss 30 
Germany South 10 uC 30 
Great Britain 12 “ 30 
*Greece 7 Varieties .30 
tlamburg, 4 oC 20 
Hanover 6 6s 25 
Holland, 5 “6 “18 
* Hong Kong 10 fe 46 
India 8 “ 30 
Italy 10 66 319) 
*Jamaica 6 és 235 
New South Wales 4 “& 20 
*New Zealand 7 “6 .70 
Norway 4 “6 20 |) 
Oldenburg, 4 be 18 
Prussia 25 “ 5 
Queensland 4 “6 25 
Roman States, 6 fe 30 
Salvador 3 “ 60 
Saxony 12 ‘s 40) 
Schleswing Holstein 5 ns 25 | 
Spain 1850-67 10 “s +50 
Straits Settlement 6 6 1.00 
Sweden 5 ss 15 
Switzerland 12 “6 39 
Victoria 6 6 20 
Wurtemburg 8 “s 25 
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UNUSED STAMPS. 
These sets are all complete. 


Bavaria 1867 6 varieties 1.00 
Bergedorf, 5 “ .60 
Canada 1868 7 “6 85 
Dresden 1868 12 “6 1.30 
Egypt 1866 7 ¢ 2.00 
Hamburg adhesives 10 as 1.60 

“s Envelopes 7 $s 1.10 

eS Boten 116 é 75 
India envelopes 2 “ .40 
Ionian Islands 3 “ -50 
Mecklemburg Schwerin 8 as 1,30 
Neapolitan Provinces 8 “ 1.25 
Nicaragua 2 “6 40 
Romagna 9 2 1.75 
St. Lucia cs “ 1.30 
Servia, head 5 “ -65 
Sicily 7 66 1.75 
Spain (all issues) 8 66 50 
Switzerland envelopes 3 66 .30 
United States 1851 8 “s 1.10 


All the above are warranted genuine. 
F. TRIFET, 20 State St., Room 12, 
Boston, Mass, 


JUST ISSUED, 
A new edition of 
The Boston Stamp Album. 


Enlarged, revised, and improved, containing 
places for over 3000 stamps including the new issued 
such as Paraguay, Orange Free State, Turk’s 
Island, Straits Settlement &c., the whole forming the 
latest and most complete and best Stamp Album yet 


issued, compiled by a well known Timbrophilist 
assisted by F. Trifet and other dealers and col- 


ectors. Printed in carmine ink and bound in 
English-Turkey Cloth. Price, post paid $3.00 
A liberal discount to the trade. 
For sale, wholesale and retail by 


F. TRIFET, General Agent, 
20 State Street, Boston Mass. 





—————— 


HE PUBLISHER BEING DESIROUS OF 
completing his Philatelic Library is in want 
of the following Papers and Magazine. 





Tue Sramp Cottectors Monruny Gazerre. 
above No. 11. 


| Tue Stamp Corurcrors Recorp. Nos. 1 and 2 of 
Montreal Series. 


4, Tae Corn anv Sramp Journat. Chicago, Illinois, 
4| Nos. 7, 9, 10. 
|| Tue Curnrosiry SHor. complete file. 


|| Tse Lonpon anp New Yorx Stamp Contrctors 
Review. Both numbers, 


Tue Stamp Journar. No. 1. 


All 


Tue Sramp Buyer. File. 








Sl 


Tue Coin anp Sramp Corztectors Magazine. 
Nos. 1 to 4, 6, 7, 10 to date inclusive. 


Tur Corztectors’ Guipz, Boston, Mass., Nos. 1 
to 6, and above 8. 


Also files of any Foreign publications excepting 
the S. C, Magazine, tHe Puiatenist, and Lz 
TIMBROPHILE, 

Persons having the above or any part of them, 
will please address, giving description, condition, 
and price. 





Issued October 1868. 
Af Vew and Ilustrated 
DESCRIPTIVE PRICE-LIST 


AND 


CATALOGUE 


OF 


American and Foreign 


Postage Stamps, 


For Sale by F. TRIFET, 


This is a new and complete Price Catalogue of all stamps 
issued from 1840 to 1868 ; compiled on an entirely new plan, 
and containing illustrations of many new and rare stamps. 

Ali former prices cancelled from date. SEND FOR If, 

Sent, post paid, to any address on receipt of 15 cents, or 
5jthree cent stamps. A fewcopies will be interleaved with 
blank sheets to make notes, &c. Price, 25 cents. 

Address 


F. TRIFET, 20 State St., 
Boston, Mass. 





ANTED! The following stamps in any quan- 
tity. 
CanapA; 3d., 6d. sterling, 10d,, 12d. and envy- 
lopes. 
New Brunswick; 3d, 6d, 12d, 2 and 17 cents. 
NEWFOUNDLAND; 4d, 64d, 1s SCARLET, and 
12, 13, and 24 cents. 
Nova Scom1A; 1, 8, 6, 12 pence, and 84 cents, 
Also all kinds of Hong Kong, India, Victoria, 
Mexico, Salvador, New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
other colonial and South American stamps. 
Persons having such will please send them on 
for inspection with the lowest prices pr. piece, 
dozen or hundred. ¥, TRIFET 
20 State St. Boston, Mass. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Set of Eight, including the 90 cent, 1851 





unused, : “ ; : - $1.10, 
Wells, Fargo & Co., Set of 11 unused, 2.00, 
ING Yah. Oe pet obaice cs F . 2.60- 


The above are very cheap, and I have but a few 
sets on hand, 
F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, 


Boston, Mass. 
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F. Trifet’s Oct. Announcements. 


A New Illustrated Price Catalogue. 


FE TRIFET’S NEW CATALOGUE PUBLISHED, 
e June ist. gives the description and value of every 
stamp issued from 1840 to June 768. It is illustrated with 
engravings of many new and rare stamps, and is the only 
complete catalogue published in America. : 

Price 15 cents. Interleaved with blank pages for making 
notes, &c., 25 cents. 


40 Varieties for 25 cents. 
HE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF USED 
stamps contains forty varieties, including Austria, 
Baden, Bavaria, Sweden, Canada, Switzerland, &c. All 
warranted genuine, 


Cheap Italian Stamps. 
OMAGNA, SET OF NINE, $1.75; SICILY, SET 
ot seven, $1,75; Naples set of eight, $1.25. All un- 
used and warranted genuine, 


New Canada Stamps in Packets. 
N THE ONE DOLLAR PACKET OF UNUSED STAMPS 
there isa 44, 1,2 and 3 cent stamp of the new issue of 
Canada, besides 36 other stamps All warranted genuine. 


18 Colonial Stamps for 25 Cents. 
FE TRIFET’S TWENYY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF 
« used colonial stamps contains 1? varieties, including 
Barbadoes, Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, &.— 
All warranted genuine, 


Cheap Sets of Unused Stamps. 
GYPT, 1866, set of seven, $2.00. Egypt, 1867. set of 
six, $1.60. Canada, 1851, set of six, $6.00. Canada, 
1868, set of seven, 85 cents. lLonian Islands, set of three, 
4/50 cents. All unused and warranted genuine. 


20 Used aud Unused Stamps for 25 cents. 
HE TWENTY-FIVE CENT PACKET OF USED AND 
Unused Stamps contains 20 varieties, including Greece, 
Brazil, Barbadoes, &c. All warranted genuine. 


Hamburg Boten Stamps. 
ETS OF 116, INCLUDING HAMER’S ADHESIVES & 
Envelopes, 2 sets of Hamonia, 4 of Scheerenbeck, 2 of 
Lafrentz, Krantz, &c , being the complete set for 75 cents. 
Warranted genuine. 


The Cheapest Album advertised. 
ULREADY ALBUM NO. 1. BROUGHT UP TO 
E the present time, spaces being provided for all new 
issues, small oblong, cloth, post free, 90 cents. 
|| This is the best Album, for the money. 


Fac Similes of Confederate Stamps. 


N RECEIPT OF 25 CTS., I WILL SEND PACKET 

number four, which contains 40 varieties of Confede- 

rateFac Similes. They are well executed and cheap. A 
discount will be made on a dozen packets. 


The Cheapest Stamp Album. 
ONPAREIL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, RULED 
to contain over 1100 stamps, with the description of 
currentissue in English, French and German, Embossed 
cloth covers. Post free 55 cents! 


The latest Descriptive Catalogue. 
HE STAMP COLLECTOR’S HAND-BOOK. —IT 
gives a description of all stamps issued from 1840 to 
1867 compiled by the late C. M. Celtz. Postpaid, 25 cents. 


The only Album containing Places for Revenues. 
ILL’S BOSTON STAMP ALBUM, CONTAINS 
places for 3000 stamps, is divided into countries, each 
ny, having ae spaces for all past present and 
uture issues. Printed in carmine ink ° al 
sides, post free, $3.00. if Mo kG mac 


The best Album published. 
ALLIER’S ALBUM, TRANSLATED INTO English 
from the seventh French edition. Contains a full 
description of all American and foreign stamps, with 
icompartments arranged for the reception of each. This 
is the most complete Album published. Imperial oblong, 


8 vo., cloth, clasp, post free $5.50; hs 
Sil be bcpee, e706. $5.00; half turkey morocco, 











15 unused stamps for 25 cents. 
OU CAN GET OF ME FIFTEEN UNUSED STAMPS 
for 25 cents., including Bavaria, Baden, Italy, France 
&c. All warranted genuine. 


The best thing to mount stamps with. 
DHESIVE PAPER. BY TAKING A SMALL PIECE 
of this paper, and folding it in halves, you can firmly 
and neatly mount your stamps in your album by merely 
moistening it, and after fixing one half to the stamp, stick 
the other half unto the book. Price, per package of ten 
sheets, 15 cents and stamp. 
Veni, Vidi, Vict, Series of Packets. 
EW PACKET LISTISSUED MAY 20TH. SEND 
N one stamp forit. You will find on it many packets 
that cannot be equaled ahd mone that can be beaten by 
any dealer in this Country. 1101 have been sold since May 
20th. 


Confederate Stamps, Cheap. 
OW IS THE TIME TO FILL YOUR SETS. 1CENT 
IN orange, $2.50. 2cents green, $2.00. 5 cents green 
or blue, 30 cents. 10 cents blue. 60 cts. 10 cent rose $2.00 
Ten cents blue $2.00. All the above are the old issue 
very rare and cheap, also warranted genuine 


If you try other dealers and are not satisfied, try me. 
NLY ONE TRIAL IS SOLICITED AND IF NOT 
satisfactory, I am willing to return the money, This 

is an advantage that other dealers don’t give you. 


Cheaper than Ever. 
NITED STATES STAMPS, COMPLETE SET OF 
1851 issue $1.10. Set of Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Ex- 
press Stamps $2.00. Set of N. Y. P. 6. stamps, one 
stamp and four proofs, $2.50, All unused and warranted 
genuine. 


60 used and unused Stamps for 75 cents. 
EW PACKET NO. 25, CONTAINS 60 USED, AND 
unused stamps. This packet is one of the cheap- 
est of the list, contains no duplicates and all the stamps 
are genuine. 


Well mixed European Stamps. 
ONTINENTALS IN LARGE OR SMALL LOTS. 
100 for 25 cents, 500 $1.15. Better quality 100 for 50 
cents; 500 $2.00. 


Wood cuts of newly issued Stamps. 
Rees OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS 
These are electrotypes of well executed cuts and are 
suitable to illustrate dealer’s lists, circulars, &ce. 20 vari- 
eties now ready, price $1.00 each, or $18.00 for the set 


Extraordinary Success. 
AY 20TH. I ISSUED MY NEW PACKET LIST 
called *‘ the Vini, Vidi, Vici, series ” and am most 
thankful for the number of them that have been ordered. 
No better advertisement of these popular packets can be 
made than to state that 923 have been sold since they 
were first issued, May 20th to August 30th. 


The American Stamp Mercury. 
NTERTAINING READING FOR STAMP COL- 
lectors as wellas others. The best Stamp Paper in 
America. It is always quoted as the authority. Subscription 
only 50 cents per year. Examine this number and if you 
it a a subscriber you will soon be. Back numbers sup- 
plied. 
Flags and Arms of all nations. 


ICELY EXECUTED AND SUITABLE FOR HILL’S 
or any other album, two sheets, being over 75 flags 
and arms. 25 cents each. 


175 Stamps for $3.00 

HE THREE DOLLAR PACKET OF USED AND 
unused stamps contains 175 varieties including Hol- 
land, Western Australia, Hamburg 1868, also Germany, 
Wurtemburg Parma, new Canada, ‘Turk’s Isand, Sardinia 

&c. All warranted genuine. 

Wanted to Buy 

TAMPS OF ALL KINDS, PARTICULARLY THE 
first issue of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and New- 
foundland, Colonial stamps of all kinds, no matter how 
common or rare, and all other stamps. Also collections. 


For any of. the above address F. TRIFET, 20 State Street, Boston, Mass. 














